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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Project Overview 

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation 
District (NICTD) have initiated the environmental review process for the West Lake Corridor 
Project (Project) in Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Illinois in accordance with the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and other regulatory requirements.  An 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is being prepared as part of this process, with the FTA 
as the Federal Lead Agency and NICTD as the Local Project Sponsor responsible for 
implementing the Project under NEPA.   

NICTD’s existing South Shore Line (SSL) provides a vital transportation link that connects 
Northwest Indiana to Chicago and Cook County, Illinois.  NICTD is proposing the West Lake 
Corridor Project as a southern branch extension of the SSL route to reach high-growth areas in 
Lake County, Indiana.  The Project would expand NICTD’s service coverage, improve mobility 
and accessibility, and stimulate local job creation and economic development opportunities for 
Lake County.  Specifically, the Project is intended to: 

 Serve high-growth areas in central, southern, and western Lake County, Indiana 
 Conveniently connect more Northwest Indiana residents to downtown Chicago jobs and 

major activity centers 
 Establish a solid modal alternative between the two metropolitan regions other than driving 
 Lower commuting travel times and costs  
 Increase NICTD system ridership 
 Promote economic development opportunities 
 Create local jobs in Northwest Indiana 
 Attract and retain families and younger residents 
 Provide a valued transportation asset for use by all Northwest Indiana residents. 

The proposed Project would involve an approximate 9-mile southern extension of NICTD’s 
existing SSL between Hammond and Dyer.  The Project would include new track improvements 
along the existing CSX Transportation and former Monon railroad corridors, with a flyover to the 
existing SSL in Hammond.  Four stations would be included at Munster/Dyer Main Street, 
Munster Fisher/45th Streets, South Hammond, and Downtown Hammond.  A maintenance 
facility would also be needed to store and maintain the vehicles.  Trains on the new Project 
branch line would connect with the existing SSL and ultimately Metra Electric District’s (MED) 
line to the north, providing new transit service between Dyer and Metra’s Millennium Station in 
Downtown Chicago.  A map of the study area for the Project is shown in Figure 1-1 (West Lake 
Corridor Project Study Area). 

1.2 Purpose of Plan 

This Public and Agency Coordination Plan (Plan) identifies the outreach efforts that the FTA and 
NICTD will undertake during the environmental review process for the Project.  A key focus of the 
Plan is to facilitate Project understanding with the public and agencies.  It will also serve to solicit 
ideas, input, and comments on the Project, as well as seek feedback on the potential transportation, 
social, and environmental consequences.  The Plan describes the Project’s overall approach and 
involvement techniques that will be used to provide the FTA and NICTD with the benefit of public 
and agency insights during the course of the environmental review process. 
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Figure 1-1 West Lake Corridor Project Study Area 
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2. ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROCESS 
The purpose of the environmental review process is to promote informed decision-making by 
considering the potential environmental and social impacts of the Project.  The FTA and NICTD 
will engage federal, state, and local agencies with a defined interest in the Project, as well as 
the public that could potentially be affected by the Project.  NICTD’s Plan is structured to 
encourage participation between government officials, agencies, private businesses, and 
citizens.  The environmental review process involves the following major steps: 

 Scoping and Screening 
 Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) 
 Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) and Record of Decision (ROD). 

2.1 Scoping and Screening 

Scoping is the first step in the environmental review process under NEPA.  It involves a 30-day 
scoping period to obtain comments, including both public and agency scoping meetings.  
Scoping provides an early and open process for the public and agencies to provide input on the 
scope, or range, of issues to be addressed in the EIS and identify the potentially significant 
issues related to the proposed action.  The input FTA and NICTD receive during scoping will 
help to identify the appropriate alternatives and the depth and breadth of environmental analysis 
to be completed.  The input received will also serve to identify and eliminate from detailed study 
the issues that are not significant or have been covered by prior studies. 

A 30-day scoping period was conducted for this Project from October 13, 2014 to November 11, 
2014.  The FTA and NICTD invited agencies and organizations by letter to participate in the 
scoping process and attend scoping meetings.  The public was notified via newspaper 
advertisements, website, mail-out, email blasts, and flyers.  The FTA and NICTD held both the 
agency and public scoping meetings for the Project on October 28, 2014 at the Center for Visual 
and Performing Arts, 1040 Ridge Road, Munster, Indiana 46321.  Details of the agency and 
public scoping process and comments received are provided in a Summary Scoping Report 
(NICTD 2014), which is available on the Project’s website at: 
http://www.nictdwestlake.com/project-documents.html. 

A broad range of reasonable alternatives were considered for the Project from the onset.  The 
alternatives were evaluated and screened based on operational and engineering constraints, 
constructability, cost, and environmental factors.  This screening enabled the FTA and NICTD to 
eliminate alternatives that are not feasible or prudent, as well as to refine and further consider 
better performing alternatives.  Ultimately, the screening process yielded a more well-defined 
Project that will advance into the DEIS. 

2.2 Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

The FTA and NICTD will prepare a DEIS document following scoping and screening to more 
fully assess the Project and disclose potential impacts.  The DEIS will:  

 Identify the Purpose and Need for the Project; 
 Describe the Project and alternatives considered; 
 Evaluate the affected environment and potential environmental impacts of the Project; 
 Enable decision-makers to identify the solution that best meets the Project Purpose and 

Need; and 
 Provide the public and agencies opportunities to review and comment on the Project. 
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The DEIS document will be circulated for public and agency comment over a 45-day review 
period.  During this time, a public hearing(s) will be held to present the results of the DEIS and 
formally record all comments received.  Following the public review period, NICTD will select a 
Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) for the Project that can further advance in the environmental 
review process, as well as the FTA’s New Starts funding program. 

2.3 Final Environmental Impact Statement and Record of Decision 

In order to complete the environmental review process, a FEIS will be prepared by the FTA and 
NICTD.  The FEIS will respond to comments received on the DEIS and include the LPA 
selected for the Project.  The FTA will also issue a ROD that states the proposed action, 
environmental findings, and mitigation requirements.  The FTA intends to issue a single FEIS 
and ROD document pursuant to Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act (MAP-21) 
Section 1319 Accelerated Decisionmaking in Environmental Reviews, unless FTA determines 
that statutory criteria or practicability considerations preclude a combined document. 

3. PROJECT SCHEDULE 
The DEIS is expected to take about 18 months.  Public meetings and hearings will be held 
during this timeframe, along with individual stakeholder meetings and other meetings upon 
request.  Each meeting will provide the opportunity to receive comments on the Project and 
input into the process.  Three rounds of public and agency review are planned during the DEIS 
phase as follows: 

 Scoping Period and Meeting(s): A 30-day scoping period was held in fall 2014, including 
public and agency scoping meetings on October 28, 2014.  During these meetings, NICTD 
described the study objectives, as well as solicited input on the purpose and need, 
alternatives considered, and environmental issues being studied for the Project.  The public 
scoping meeting was conducted in an Open House format, with staffed information stations 
to answer questions and provide clarification on the Project.  The public scoping meeting 
was publicized on the Project website, in area newspapers, and via e-mail blasts to 
agencies and stakeholder groups.  A separate agency scoping meeting was held for 
regulatory and other agencies along the study corridor; a meeting invitation was mailed to 
these agencies. 

 Public Meeting(s)/Workshop(s): A second round of public meeting(s) is targeted for spring 
2015.  These meetings will serve to update the public and agencies on the Project and receive 
input on Project elements such as integrating stations with the surrounding communities.  The 
meetings are proposed to be held in a workshop format to maximize public input.  

 Circulation of DEIS and Hearing(s): The third round of input will involve the circulation of 
the DEIS in fall 2015.  The public and agencies will have the opportunity to provide 
comments on the DEIS over a 45-day review period, during which time a public hearing(s) 
will be held to present the results and receive comments on the DEIS.  

Following the comment period on the DEIS, the combined FEIS and ROD document would take 
about 6 months to complete through 2016, depending on the level of comments received on the 
DEIS.  The environmental review process would then be following by more detailed design, 
engineering, and construction from 2016 to 2023.  Service start-up for the NICTD West Lake 
Corridor Project is targeted for 2023. 
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4. PUBLIC OUTREACH 
The public outreach component of the Project will seek to engage, inform, and receive input 
from the public for consideration during the environmental review process.  The public is defined 
as those communities, elected representatives, interested stakeholders, businesses, civic 
organizations, and environmental justice populations with an interest in the Project. 

4.1 Compliance with Federal Requirements 

Public outreach and planning for the Project will be conducted in compliance with federal 
requirements (Title 40 Code of Federal Regulations [CFR] 1506.6).  These federal requirements 
state that public participation enables all interested parties to have the opportunity to provide 
input/comment to the process and be made aware of Project developments.  The methods to 
accomplish these goals include: 

 Holding public meetings at convenient and accessible locations and times; 
 Utilizing visual presentations when feasible to present plans and Project results; 
 Making public information available in electronically accessible formats, to maximize the 

opportunity for public review; and 
 Coordinating the public outreach process to receive public input. 

4.2 Goals and Objectives of Public Participation Efforts 

The goals of the public participation and outreach efforts are to: 

 Promote public input into the process; 
 Maintain a fluid communication process that provides information and receives public 

feedback; 
 Build public understanding of the Project; and 
 Execute a grassroots and web-based strategy to engage multiple segments of the public 

population. 

The objectives are to: 

 Conduct public meetings to encourage public participation; 
 Develop presentation materials both print and web-based that convey clear understanding 

of the Project; 
 Be responsive to public inquiries; 
 Proactively engage the public; and 
 Build a consensus of Project understanding. 

4.3 Stakeholder and Community Coordination 

NICTD will maintain a Project database of stakeholders that will include elected officials, 
agencies, organizations, and special interest groups.  Stakeholders will receive e-mail updates 
regarding Project developments, and they will be invited to key meetings during the 
environmental review process.  NICTD may hold special meetings with stakeholders to convey 
Project information, hear comments, and coordinate efforts.  NICTD’s database for the Project 
currently includes the following stakeholders, with detailed contacts found in each respective 
appendix: 
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 Appendix A: Agency Mayors/Managers/Elected Officials 
 Appendix B: Lake County/ Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) 

Commissioners 
 Appendix C: Railroad Organizations 
 Appendix D: Northwest Indiana Bus Transit Agencies 
 Appendix E: Public Agency/Civic Organizations - Chicago Region Primary 
 Appendix F: Adjacent Indiana and Illinois Counties/Towns 
 Appendix G: Environmental Justice Organizations 
 Appendix H: Special Interest Groups 
 Appendix I: Grass Roots Stakeholders 

4.4 Communication Tools 

The FTA and NICTD will use the Project website, written materials, and e-mail as a means to 
communicate with the public and agencies. 

4.4.1 Project Website 

NICTD will develop and maintain a dedicated website for the Project.  The website will serve as 
an outreach tool to convey timely information and provide updates on Project milestones to 
interested parties.  The website will also provide the opportunity for the public to submit on-line 
comments/questions about the Project.  The website will be updated as the Project advances 
through the environmental review process. 

4.4.2 Written Materials 

NICTD will develop written materials and visuals to convey the Project to the public.  These will 
include: fact sheets, Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs), briefs, maps, and presentations. 

4.4.3 E-Mail 

NICTD will use the Project website and e-mail to communicate electronically with agencies and 
the public during the environmental review process. 

4.5 Environmental Justice Strategies 

Executive Order 12898, Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority 
Populations and Low-Income Populations, defines environmental justice as the fair treatment 
and meaningful involvement of all people – regardless of race, ethnicity, income, or education 
level – in transportation decision-making.  Environmental justice programs promote the 
protection of human health and the environment, empowerment via public participation, and the 
dissemination of relevant information to inform and educate affected communities.  
Environmental justice outreach activities anticipated under this Plan will be done in accordance 
with Executive Order 12898; United States Department of Transportation (USDOT) Updated 
Final Order on Environmental Justice, 5610.2(a) (USDOT 2012); and FTA Circular 4703.1 
Environmental Justice Policy Guidance for Federal Transit Administration Recipients (FTA 
2012). 

The strategies NICTD will use to build and sustain meaningful participation for all stakeholders 
will include one or more of the following tools as needed to achieve the goals of the Executive 
Order as it applies to the Project: 
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 Coordinate with area organizations that represent the interests of environmental justice 
populations of concern; 

 Distribute Project information via minority publications, faith organizations, schools, social 
and community organizations; 

 Translate materials to ensure suitable communication; and 
 Provide accessible formats to ensure appropriate communication media for the disabled and 

those with limited access to electronic media. 

5. AGENCY COORDINATION 
Agency coordination will be on-going throughout the environmental review process for the 
development of the EIS.  The FTA and NICTD will perform agency coordination to achieve the 
following: 

 An open exchange of information, ideas and concerns throughout the environmental review 
process; and 

 Avoid or minimize potential impacts on the natural and human environments. 

5.1 Interagency Involvement 

Federal, state, and local agencies that may have jurisdiction by law, special expertise, or other 
interest in the environmental review process and its outcomes have been identified as potential 
Cooperating Agencies and Participating Agencies.   

5.1.1 Cooperating Agencies 

Cooperating Agencies are, by definition in Title 40 CFR 1508.5, federal agencies with 
jurisdiction, by law or special expertise, with respect to any environmental impact involved in the 
Project.  A state or local agency of similar qualifications may also, by agreement with the FTA, 
become a Cooperating Agency.  Cooperating Agencies have a slightly greater degree of 
authority, responsibility, and involvement in the environmental review process than Participating 
Agencies (discussed below).   

Following are the agencies invited to become Cooperating Agencies (Appendix J):  

 Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) 
 US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 

 
The USACE accepted the invitation to be a Cooperating Agency.  The FRA declined the 
initiation to participate as a Cooperating Agency, but elected to serve as a Participating Agency 
in the process instead.  Responses from the two agencies are provided in the Scoping 
Summary Report (NICTD 2014). 

5.1.2 Participating Agencies 

Participating Agencies can be federal, state, tribal, regional, and local agencies that may have 
an interest in the Project.  The responsibilities of these agencies include, but are not limited to: 

 Participating in the environmental review process, especially with regards to the development of 
the purpose and need statement, range of alternatives, methodologies, and level of analysis; 

 Participating in the scoping process; 
 Identifying issues of concern regarding potential environmental or socioeconomic impacts; 
 Providing meaningful and timely input; and 
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 Commenting on the DEIS and FEIS. 

Following are the federal, state, regional, and local agencies invited to become Participating 
Agencies (Appendix J), including those who accepted the invitation to participate: 

Federal 
 Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
 Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Illinois Division 
 Federal Highway Administration, Indiana Division 
 US Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)  
 US Department of Housing and Urban Development 
 US Department of Interior National Park Service (NPS) -- Accepted 
 US Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) -- Accepted 
 US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) -- Accepted 

State 
 Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) 
 Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) 
 Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 
 Illinois State Department of Agriculture – Declined Invitation 
 Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) 
 Indiana Department of Natural Resources (INDNR) -- Accepted 
 Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) 
 Indiana State Department of Agriculture 

Regional 
 Chicago Department of Transportation (CDOT) -- Accepted 
 Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP) -- Accepted 
 Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) -- Accepted 
 Metra 
 Northeastern Illinois Regional Transportation Authority (RTA) -- Accepted 
 Northwest Indiana Regional Development Authority (RDA) -- Accepted 
 Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) -- Accepted 

Local 
 City of Calumet City 
 City of Chicago 
 City of Hammond -- Accepted 
 Cook County -- Accepted 
 Lake County  
 Town of Dyer -- Accepted 
 Town of Munster -- Accepted 
 Town of St. John 
 Village of Burnham 
 Village of Dolton 

Responses from the agencies are provided in the Scoping Summary Report (NICTD 2014).  
Accepting the designation as a Participating Agency does not indicate Project support and does 
not provide the agency with increased oversight or approval authority beyond its statutory limits, if 
applicable.  Meetings will be held with agencies to discuss specific subjects of interest, concerns, 
and recommendations at key milestones in the environmental review process, as needed.  
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Participating Agencies will be encouraged to provide input, review, and comment on the Project, 
and they will be invited to attend key meetings throughout the environmental review process. 

5.1.3 Coordination Points and Responsibilities 
The key coordination points between the FTA, NICTD, Cooperating Agency, and Participating 
Agencies, including which agency is responsible for activities during that coordination point, are 
listed in Table 5-1 (Agency Coordination Points and Responsibilities).   

Table 5-1: Agency Coordination Points and Responsibilities 
Coordination Point Originating Agency Receiving Agency Task 
Notice of Intent (NOI) 
to prepare DEIS FTA EPA FTA develops NOI; FTA publishes NOI in 

Federal Register. 
Identification of 
Cooperating and 
Participating 
Agencies 

FTA with NICTD Cooperating and 
Participating Agencies 

FTA invites agencies; agencies accept or 
decline in writing within 30 days. 

Coordination Plan 
including Schedule FTA with NICTD 

Public, Participating 
and Cooperating 

Agencies 

NICTD and FTA prepare draft Coordination 
Plan; recipients review and comment; FTA and 
NICTD finalize Plan considering comments. 

Scoping Meetings FTA with NICTD 
Public, Participating 

and Cooperating 
Agencies 

NICTD and FTA hold Scoping meetings to 
hear comments on purpose and need; range of 
alternatives; and environmental issues.  
NICTD prepares Scoping Summary Report.  

Purpose and Need FTA with NICTD 
Public, Participating 

and Cooperating 
Agencies 

NICTD and FTA prepare draft purpose and 
need, discuss and hear comments during 
scoping and refine purpose and need 
considering comments.   

Range of Alternatives FTA with NICTD 
Public, Participating 

and Cooperating 
Agencies 

NICTD and FTA prepare draft range of 
alternatives, discuss and hear comments 
during scoping and refine draft range of 
alternatives considering comments. 

Assessment 
Methodologies FTA with NICTD Participating and 

Cooperating Agencies 

NICTD and FTA discuss methodologies with 
permitting, Cooperating and Participating 
Agencies. 

DEIS FTA with NICTD 
Public, Participating 

and Cooperating 
Agencies 

NICTD in cooperation with FTA will develop 
DEIS document. 

DEIS Circulation FTA with NICTD 
Public, Participating 

and Cooperating 
Agencies 

NICTD in cooperation with FTA will circulate 
DEIS document and hold public hearing(s) 
during DEIS comment period. 

Identify Locally 
Preferred Alternative FTA with NICTD 

Public, Participating 
and Cooperating 

Agencies 
NICTD will identify and announce LPA. 

FEIS FTA with NICTD 
Public, Participating 

and Cooperating 
Agencies 

NICTD in cooperation with FTA will complete 
FEIS document. 

ROD FTA 
Public, Participating 

and Cooperating 
Agencies 

FTA will prepare ROD; Cooperating Agencies 
will review ROD; FTA will sign ROD; FTA will 
distribute signed ROD to public and 
Participating Agencies. 

Combined FEIS/ 
ROD Circulation FTA with NICTD 

Public, Participating 
and Cooperating 

Agencies 

NICTD in cooperation with FTA will circulate 
combined FEIS/ROD document.  
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5.2 Section 106 Consultations 

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) requires the FTA and NICTD to 
consider the effects of the Project on historic properties, as well as seek comments from 
Consulting Parties based on their special knowledge of, concern for, or mandated regulatory 
role relative to historic properties (36 CFR Part 800).  The purpose of Section 106 is to avoid 
unnecessary harm to historic properties from federal actions.  The FTA and NICTD initiated the 
Section 106 process with the Illinois and Indiana State Historic Preservation Offices (SHPO), 
tribal governments, and other Consulting Parties concurrent with the NEPA environmental 
review process.   

As part of the Section 106 process, the FTA and NICTD will identify historic properties within the 
Project’s Area of Potential Effects (APE) and make an assessment of potential adverse effects.  
This information will be distributed to the SHPOs and Consulting Parties for a review and 
comment period as part of Section 106 consultations.  If there are no potential adverse effects, 
the FTA and NICTD will proceed with the federal undertaking (i.e., the Project).  If potential 
adverse effects are identified, the FTA and NICTD will begin consultations to seek ways to 
avoid, minimize, or mitigate the adverse effects with the SHPOs and Consulting Parties.  
Section 106 consultations will continue until resolution of adverse effects between the FTA, 
NICTD, SHPOs, and Consulting Parties is reached through redesign of the Project or in an 
executed Memorandum of Agreement (MOA), which will outline agreed-upon measures that the 
FTA and NICTD will take to avoid, minimize, or mitigate the adverse effects.  

5.2.1 Consulting Parties 

The FTA initiated the Section 106 Consultation Process for the Project with the State Historic 
Preservation Offices -- INDNR Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology and Illinois 
Historic Preservation Agency -- on September 29, 2014.  Thereafter, the FTA and NICTD invited 
agencies, organizations, and/or individuals to participate in the Section 106 process, and upon 
acceptance, were designated Consulting Parties for Section 106 consultations.  The views of 
the public will also be considered throughout the Section 106 process, and will be solicited in 
concurrence with the meetings conducted as part of the environmental review process.  

Following are the agencies and organizations invited to become Section 106 Consulting Parties 
(Appendix K): 

Historic Preservation Organizations 
 Calumet City Historical Society 
 Dyer Historical Society 
 Dolton Historical Society 
 Hammond Historic Preservation Commission 
 Hammond Historical Society 
 Indiana Landmarks – Northwest Field Office 
 Indiana Landmarks 
 Lake County Historical Society 
 Landmarks Illinois 
 Munster Historical Society 
 Preservation Chicago 
 Schererville Historical Society 
 St. John Historical Society 

  



 
Public and Agency Coordination Plan 

 Page 11 March 2015 

Tribal Governments 
 Ho-Chunk Nation 
 Iowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska 
 Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma 
 Miami Tribe of Oklahoma 
 Otoe-Missouria Tribe 
 Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma 
 Potawatomi - Citizen Potawatomi Nation 
 Potawatomi - Forest County Potawatomi 
 Potawatomi - Hannahville Indian Community 
 Potawatomi - Pokagon Band of Potawatomi 
 Potawatomi - Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation 
 Sac and Fox Tribe of the Mississippi in Iowa/Meskwaki 
 Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri 
 Sac and Fox Nation of Oklahoma 
 Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska 

Of those listed, the Hammond Historical Society, Indiana Landmarks (Northwest Field Office), 
Lake County Historical Society, and Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma accepted the invitation 
to be a Section 106 Consulting Party.  Responses from these organizations and tribe are 
provided in the Scoping Summary Report (NICTD 2014). 
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APPENDIX A 
Agency Mayors/Managers/Elected Officials 

 
1. City of Michigan City 

Ron Meer 
Mayor 
100 E. Michigan Blvd. 
Michigan City, IN 46360 
(219) 873-1400 
mayormeer@emichigancity.com 

 
2. Town of Beverly Shores 

Laura Sullivan 
Town Clerk-Treasurer 
P.O. Box 38 
Beverly Shores, IN 46301 
(219) 728-6531 
beverlyshores.clerk@gmail.com 

 
3. City of Portage 

James Snyder 
Mayor 
6070 Central Ave. 
Portage, IN 46368 
(219) 762-5425 
jsnyder@portage-in.com 

 
4. City of Gary 

Karen Freeman-Wilson 
Mayor 
401 Broadway #203 
Gary, IN 46402 
(219) 881-1300 
kfreemanwilson@ci.gary.in.us 

 
5. City of East Chicago 

Anthony Copeland 
Mayor 
4527 Indianapolis Blvd. 
East Chicago, IN 46312 
(219) 391-8200 
ivera@eastchicago.org 

 
6. City of Hammond 

Thomas M. McDermott Jr. 
Mayor 
5925 Calumet Ave. 
Hammond, IN 46320 
(219) 853-6301 
mayor@gohammond.com 
 
 

7. Town of Munster 
Clay Johnson Assistant Town Manager  
1005 Ridge Rd. 
Munster, IN 46321 
(219) 836-6900 
cjohnson@munster.org 

 
8. Town of Dyer 

Rick Eberly 
Town Administrator 
1 Town Square 
Dyer, IN 46311 
(219) 865-6108 
reberly@townofdyer.com 

 
9. Town of St. John 

Steve Kil 
Town Manager 
10955 W. 93rd Ave. 
St. John, IN 46373 
(219) 365-6465 
stevekil.tm@stjohnin.com 

 
10. Town of Cedar Lake 

Randy Niemeyer 
Council President 
7408 Constitution Ave. 
Cedar Lake, IN 46303 
(219) 374-6303 
randy.niemeyer@cedarlake.in.org 

 
11. Town of Chesterton 

Stephanie Kuziela 
Clerk-Treasurer 
726 Broadway  
Chesterton, IN 46304 
(219) 926-1098 
stephaniekuziela@chestertonin.org 

 
12. Town of Lowell 

Greg Shook 
Acting Town Administrator 
501 E. Main St. 
Lowell, IN 46356 
(219) 696-7794 
publicworks@lowell.net 
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13. City of Hammond 
Mark Kalwinski 
1st District Councilman 
5925 Calumet Ave. 
Hammond, IN 46320 
(219) 933-7108 
council@gohammond.com 
 

14. City of Hammond 
Dan Spitale 
Councilman at Large 
5925 Calumet Ave. 
Hammond, IN 46320 
(219) 614-2454 
council@gohammond.com 
 

15. City of Hammond 
Janet Venecz 
Councilman at Large 
5925 Calumet Ave. 
Hammond, IN 46320 
(219) 937-9774 
Janet_Venecz@ameritech.net 
 

16. City of Hammond 
Robert Markovich 
Councilman at Large 
5925 Calumet Ave. 
Hammond, IN 46320 
(219) 659-5376 
council@gohammond.com 
 

17. City of Hammond 
Anthony Higgs 
3rd District Councilman 
5925 Calumet Ave. 
Hammond, IN 46320 
(219) 853-6404 
council@gohammond.com 
 

18. City of Hammond 
William Emerson 
4th District Councilman 
5925 Calumet Ave. 
Hammond, IN 46320 
(219) 937-1032 
council@gohammond.com 
 
 
 
 
 

19. Town of Munster 
John Reed 
Council Member – Ward 1 
1005 Ridge Rd. 
Munster, IN 46321 
(219) 836-6900 
jreed@munster.org 
 

20. Town of Munster 
John Edington 
Council Member – Ward 2 
1005 Ridge Rd. 
Munster, IN 46321 
(219) 836-6900 
jedington43@comcast.net 
 

21. Town of Munster 
Joseph Simonetto 
Council Member – Ward 3 
1005 Ridge Rd. 
Munster, IN 46321 
(219) 836-6900 
jsimonetto@munster.org 
 

22. Town of Munster 
Dave Nellans 
Council Member – Ward 4 
1005 Ridge Rd. 
Munster, IN 46321 
(219) 836-6900 
dnellans@munster.org 
 

23. Town of Munster 
Andy Koultourides 
Council Member – Ward 5 
1005 Ridge Rd. 
Munster, IN 46321 
(219) 836-6900 
drkoul@sbcglobal.net 
 

24. Town of Dyer 
Joseph M. Cinko 
Town Council President – Ward 1 
One Town Square 
Dyer, IN 46311 
(219) 865-6108 
council@townofdyer.com 
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25. Town of Dyer 
Jeff Dekker 
Town Council Member – Ward 2 
One Town Square 
Dyer, IN 46311 
(219) 865-6108 
council@townofdyer.com 
 

26. Town of Dyer 
Connee K. Trepton 
Town Council Member – Ward 3 
One Town Square 
Dyer, IN 46311 
(219) 865-6108 
council@townofdyer.com 
 

27. Town of Dyer 
Mary Tanis 
Town Council Vice President – Ward 4 
One Town Square 
Dyer, IN 46311 
(219) 865-6108 
council@townofdyer.com 
 

28. Town of Dyer 
Debbie Astor 
Town Council Member – Ward 5 
One Town Square 
Dyer, IN 46311 
(219) 865-6108 
council@townofdyer.com 
 

29. Lonnie Randolph 
State Senator, District 2 
Indiana State Senate 
200 W. Washington St. 
Indianapolis, IN 46204-2785 
(800) 382-9467 
 

30. Frank Mrvan 
State Senator, District 1 
Indiana State Senate 
200 W. Washington St. 
Indianapolis, IN 46204-2785 
(800) 382-9467 
 

31. Peter Visclosky 
U. S. Congressman, 1st District 
7895 Broadway, Ste. A 
Merrillville, Indiana 46410 
(219) 795-1844 
 

32. Joe Donnelly 
United State Senator 
5400 Federal Plaza, Ste. 3200 
Hammond, IN 46320 
(219)-852-0089 
 

33. Sue Landske 
State Senator, District 6 
200 W. Washington St. 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
(800) 382-9467 
Senator.Landske@iga.in.gov 
 

34. Linda Lawson 
House of Representatives – District 1 
29 Detroit St. 
Hammond, IN 46320 
(219) 853-1232 
 

35. Rick Niemeyer 
House of Representatives – District 11 
13304 W 181st Ave. 
Lowell, IN 46356 
(219) 696-7212 or (317) 232-9769 
 

36. Maria Candelaria Reardon 
House of Representatives – District 12 
1336 Fran Lin Pkwy. 
Munster, IN 46321 
219-712-4140 
 

37. Hal Slager 
House of Representatives – District 15 
1020 Woodhollow Dr. 
Schererville, IN 46375 
(312) 813-9584 
 

38. Town of Chesterton 
Stephanie Kuziela 
Clerk-Treasurer 
726 Broadway  
Chesterton, IN 46304 
(219) 926-1098 
stephaniekuziela@chestertonin.org 
 

39. City of Hammond 
Michael Opinker 
City Council President 
5925 Calumet Ave. 
Hammond, IN 46320 
(219) 844-7483 
gohammond.com 
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40. Cook County Board 

Toni Preckwinkle 
President 
118 N. Clark St., Rm. 537 
Chicago, IL. 60602 
(312) 603-6400 
webmaster@cookcountyil.gov 
 

41. City of Chicago 
Rahm Emanuel 
Mayor 
121 N. LaSalle St., 4th Fl. 
Chicago, IL 60602 
(312) 744-5000 
 

42. City of Calumet City 
Michelle Markiewicz Qualkinbush 
Mayor 
204 Pulaski Rd. 
Calumet City, IL 60406 
(708) 891-8105 
mayorsoffice@calumetcity.org 
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APPENDIX B 
Lake County/NIRPC Commissioners 

 
1. Town of Cedar Lake 

Randy Niemeyer 
Councilman 
P.O. Box 707 
Cedar Lake, IN 46303 
(219) 374-7000 
randy.niemeyer@cedarlakein.org 

 
2. City of Crown Point 

David Uran 
Mayor 
101 N East St. 
Crown Point, IN 46307 
(219) 662-3240 
duran@crownpoint.in.gov 

 
3. Town of Dyer 

Jeff Dekker 
Councilman 
One Town Square 
Dyer, IN 46311 
jdekker@townofdyer.com 

 
4. City of East Chicago 

Anthony Copeland 
Mayor 
4527 Indianapolis Blvd. 
East Chicago, IN 46312 
(219) 391-8200 
ivera@eastchicago.com 

 
5. City of Gary 

Karen Freeman-Wilson 
Mayor 
401 Broadway 
Gary, IN 46307 
(219) 881-1302 
kfreemanwilson@ci.gary.in.us 

 
6. Town of Griffith 

Stanley Dobosz 
Councilman 
111 N. Broad St. 
Griffith, IN 46319 
(219) 924-7500 
stan.dobosz@griffith.in.gov 

 
 
 

7. City of Hammond 
Thomas M. McDermott, Jr. 
Mayor 
5925 Calumet Ave. 
Hammond, IN 46320 
(219) 853-6301 
mayor@gohammond.com 

 
8. Town of Highland 

Michael Griffin 
Clerk-Treasurer 
3333 Ridge Rd. 
Highland, IN 46322 
(219) 838-1080 
mgriffin@highland.in.gov 

 
9. City of Hobart 

Brian Snedecor 
Mayor 
414 Main St. 
Hobart, IN 46342 
(219) 942-6112 
mayorsnedecor@cityofhobart.org 

 
10. Lake County 

Roosevelt Allen, Jr. 
Commissioner 
2293 N. Main St.  
Crown Point, IN 46307 
(219) 755-3200 
roallenjr1@me.com 

 
11. Lake County 

Eldon Strong 
Councilman 
800 S. Main St. 
Crown Point, IN 46307 
(219) 755-3280 
estrong@lakecountyin.org 

 
12. Lake County 

Bill Emerson, Jr. 
Surveyor 
2293 N. Main St. 
Crown Point, IN 46307 
(219) 755-3745 
emerson@lakecountyin.org 
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13. City of Lake Station 
Keith Soderquist 
Mayor 
City of Lake Station 
1969 Central Ave. 
Lake Station, IN 46405 
(219) 962-2081 
ksoderquist@lakestation-in.gov 

 
14. Town of Lowell 

Craig Earley 
Councilman 
P.O. Box 157 
Lowell, IN 46356 
(219) 696-9507 
craigearley55@yahoo.com 

 
15. Town of Merrillville 

Eugene Guernsey 
Clerk-Treasurer 
7820 Broadway 
Merrillville, IN 46410 
(219) 769-3501 
gguernsey@merrillville.in.gov 

 
16. Town of Munster 

Joseph Simonetto 
Councilman 
1005 Ridge Rd. 
Munster, IN 46321 
(219) 789-6177 
jsimonetto@munster.org 

 
17. Town of New Chicago 

Lori Reno 
Clerk-Treasurer 
122 Huber Blvd. 
Hobart, IN 46342 
(219) 962-1157 
rlwilliams13@frontier.com 

 
18. Town of St John 

Michael Forbes 
Councilman 
10955 W. 93rd Ave. 
St John, IN 46373 
(219) 365-6032 
forbesmike@yahoo.com 

 
19. Town of Schererville 

Tom Schmitt 
Councilman 
10 E. Joliet St. 
Schererville, IN 46375 
(219) 322-2211 
tschmitt@schererville.org 

 
20. Town of Schneider 

Richard Ludlow 
Councilman 
P.O. Box 207 
Schneider, IN 46376 
(219) 522-0661 
rludlow@mchsi.com 

 
21. City of Whiting 

Joseph Stahura 
Mayor 
1443 119th St. 
Whiting, IN 46394 
(219) 659-7700 
jstahura@whitingindiana.com 

 
22. Town of Winfield 

James Simmons 
Councilman 
10645 Randolph St. 
Winfield, IN 46307 
(219) 662-2665 
simmonsj@winfieldgov.com 
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Appendix C 
Railroad Organizations 

 
1. Norfolk Southern Corporation 

Jeff Harris 
AVP Operations Planning 
3 Commercial Pl. 
Norfolk, VA 23510 
jeff.harris@exchange.nscorp.com 

 
2. Amtrak 

Mike Franke 
Sr. Director Planning and Business 
Development 
500 W. Jackson, 2nd Fl. 
Chicago, IL 60601 
fran3624@amtrak.com 

 
3. Metra 

David Kralik 
Department Head | Long Range 
Planning 
Metra, Division of Strategic Capital 
Planning 
547 W. Jackson Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60661-5717 
dkralik@metrarr.com 
(312) 322-8035 
 
Other participants: 
Pete Zwolfer-Metra Chief Operations 
Officer pzwolfer@metrarr.com 
Janet Carbonelli-MED Superintendent 
(312) 322-7800 

 
4. Indiana Harbor Belt Railway 

Dan Kelly 
Superintendent Transportation 
(708) 650-7775 
dan.kelly@ihbrr.com 
 

5. Canadian National Railway 
Paul Ladue 
17641 S. Ashland Ave. 
Homewood, IL 60430 
(708) 404-0244 
paul.ladue@cn.ca 

 
 
 
 
 

6. Union Pacific Railroad 
Mark Bristol 
Director Network and Business 
Development 
1400 Douglas St., Stop 1120 
Omaha, NE 68179-1120 
(402) 544-2395 
mabristo@up.com 

 
7. CSX Transportation 

Tom Livingston 
Vice President 
1700 W. 167th St 
Calumet City, IL 60409 
(708) 832-2169 
tom_livingston@csx.com 

 
8. Chicago South Shore (CSS) 

Andrew Fox 
President 
505 N. Carroll Ave. 
Michigan City, IN 46360 
(219) 874-9000 
afox@anacostia.com 
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Appendix D 
Northwest Indiana Bus Transit Agencies 

 
1. East Chicago Transit 

Francisco Rosado 
Director 
5400 Cline Ave. 
East Chicago, IN 46312 
(219) 391-8465 
frosado@eastchicago.com 

 
2. Gary Public Transportation Corporation  

(Serving Crown Point, Merrillville, Hobart, Calumet Township, Hammond, and East Chicago) 
Darling Pleasant 
Director of Transportation 
100 W. 4th Ave. 
Gary, IN 46402 
(219) 884-6100, ext. 104 
transportationdirector@gptcbus.com 

 
3. Michigan City Transit 

Robert Zondor 
Superintendent 
1801 Kentucky St. 
Michigan City, IN 46360 
(219) 873-1502 
rzondor@emichgancity.com 

 
4. North Township and Lake County Equal Opportunity Council Dial-a-Ride  

Frank J. Mrvan 
North Township Trustee 
5947 Hohman Ave. 
Hammond, IN 46320 
(219) 932-2530 
bridgesk@ntto.net 

 
5. Valparaiso Transit  

(ChicaGo Dash and NWI V-Line) 
Tyler Kent 
Director of Transit 
166 Lincolnway 
Valparaiso, IN 46383 
(219) 462-1161 
tkent@valpo.us 

 
6. Tri-State Coach Lines 

Mark Anderson 
General Manager 
2101 W. 37th Ave. 
Gary, IN 46408 
(219) 884-0054 
tristateunitedlimo@coachusa.com 
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Appendix E 
Public Agency/Civic Organizations - Chicago Region Primary 

 
1. Northeastern Illinois Regional 

Transportation Authority (RTA) 
Leanne Redden 
Interim Executive Director 
175 W. Jackson Blvd., Ste. 1650 
Chicago, IL 60604 
(312) 913-3221 
reddenl@rtachicago.org 
 

2. Metra 
Donald A. Orseno 
Executive Director / Chief Executive 
Officer 
547 W. Jackson Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60661 
(312) 355-3656 
dorseno@metrarr.com 
 

3. Chicago Transit Authority 
Forrest Claypool 
President 
567 W. Lake St. 
Chicago, IL 60661 
(312) 836-7000 
fclaypool@transitchicago.com 
 

4. Pace Suburban Bus 
Mr. T.J. Ross 
Executive Director 
550 Algonquin Rd. 
Arlington Heights, IL 60005 
(847) 228-2301 
T.J.Ross@Pacebus.com 
 

5. Chicago Metropolitan Agency for 
Planning 
Randall S. Blankenhorn 
Executive Director 
233 S. Wacker Dr., Ste. 800 
Chicago, IL 60606 
(312) 386-8602  
rblankenhorn@cmap.illinois.gov 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Chicago Department of 
Transportation (CDOT) 
Rebekah Scheinfeld 
Commissioner 
30 N. LaSalle St., Ste. 1100 
Chicago, IL 60602 
(312) 681-4100 
rebekah.scheinfeld@cityofchicago.org 
 

7. Cook County Illinois - Department of 
Transportation and Highways 
John Yonan P.E. 
Director/Superintendent 
69 W. Washington, Rm. #2300 
Chicago, IL 60602 
(312) 603-1601 
john.yonan@cookcountyil.gov 
 

8. Will County Illinois 
Alicia Hanlon 
Senior Transportation Planner 
302 N. Chicago St. 
Joliet, IL 60432 
(815) 774-6064 
ahanlon@willcountyillinois.com 
 

9. Illinois Department of Transportation 
(IDOT) 
Ann L. Schneider 
Secretary 
2300 South Dirksen Pkwy. 
Springfield, IL 62764 
(217) 782-5597 
ann.schneider@illinois.gov 
 

10. Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce 
(CCC) 
Theresa Mintle 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
AON Center 
200 E. Randolph, Ste. 2200 
Chicago, IL 60601 
(312) 494-6710 (work) 
tmintle@chicagolandchamber.org 
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11. Chicago Central Area Committee 
(CCAC) 
Kelly O'Brien 
Executive Director 
161 N. Clark St., Ste. 4300 
Chicago, IL 60601 
(312) 602-5148 
kobrien@ccac.org 
 

12. Active Transportation Alliance 
(Active Trans) 
Ron Burke 
Executive Director 
9 W. Hubbard St. 
Chicago, IL 60654 
(312) 427-3325 x228 
ron@activetrans.org 
 

13. Center for Neighborhood Technology 
Kathy Tholin 
Executive Director 
2125 W. North Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60647 
(773) 278-4800 
kathy@cnt.org 
 

14. Metropolitan Planning Council (MPC) 
Mary Sue Barrett 
President 
140 S. Dearborn St., Ste. 1400 
Chicago, IL 60603 
(312) 863 6001 
msbarrett@metroplanning.org 
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APPENDIX F 
Adjacent Indiana and Illinois Counties/Towns 

 
1. Jasper County Indiana  

(Planning and Development-Southeast) 
Mary Scheurich 
Director/Building Inspector 
115 W. Washington St. 
Rensselaer, IN 47978 
(219) 866-4908 
mary.scheurich@co.jasper.in.us 
 

2. Newton County Indiana (South) 
Tim Drenth 
President of Board of Commissioners 
4117 S. 240 W 
Morocco, IN 47963 
(219) 285-5103 
tdrenth@newtoncounty.in.gov 
 

3. Kankakee County Illinois (Southwest) 
Michael Bossert 
County Board Chairman 
189 E. Court St., Rm. 502 
Kankakee, IL 60901 
(815) 937-3642 
administration@k3county.net 
 

4. Porter County 
John Evans 
President 
155 Indiana Ave., Ste. 205 
Valparaiso, IN 46383 
(219) 465-3361 
pccommish@gmail.com 
 

5. LaPorte County  
Willie Milsap 
President 
555 Michigan Ave., Ste. 202 
LaPorte, IN 46350 
(219) 326-6808 Ext. 2229 
wmilsap@laportecounty.org 
 

6. St. Joseph County  
Andrew Kostielney 
President 
227 W. Jefferson Blvd. 
South Bend, IN 46601 
(574) 235-9534 
sjccom@co.st-joseph.in.us 
 

7. City of LaPorte 
Blair Milo  
801 Michigan Ave. 
La Porte, IN 46350 
(219) 362-0151 
bmilo@cityoflaporte.com 
 

8. City of Whiting 
Bob Kark 
Economic Development Director 
1443 119th St. 
Whiting, IN 46394  
(219) 659-7700 
bkark@whitingindiana.com 
 

9. Village of Lansing 
Norman Abbott 
Mayor 
311 Ridge Rd. 
Lansing, IL 60438 
(708) 895-7208 
nabbott@villageoflansing.org 
 

10. Village of Lynwood 
Gene Williams 
Mayor 
21460 Lincoln Highway 
Lynwood, IL 60411 
(708) 758-6101 
clerk@lynwoodil.us 
 

11. Sauk Village  
David Hanks 
Mayor 
21801 Torrence Ave. 
Sauk Village, IL 60411 
(708) 758-3330 
DHanks@Sauk Village.org 

 
12. Town of Highland 

Dan Vassar 
Town Council President 
3333 Ridge Rd. 
Highland, IN 46322 
(219)838-1080 
dvassar@highland.in.gov 
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13. Town of Schererville 
Robert Volkmann 
Town Manager 
10 E. Joliet St. 
Schererville, IN 46375 
(219) 322-2211 ex. 1323 
rvolkmann@schererville.org 
 
 

14. Town of Griffith 
Rick Ryfa 
Town Council President 
111 N. Broad St. 
Griffith, IN 46319 
(219)-924-7500 
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Appendix G 
Environmental Justice Organizations 

 
1. Porter County Aging and Community Services 

Bruce Lindner 
(219) 464-9736 
bhlindner@frontier.com 
 

2. Unity Foundation of LaPorte County 
Maggi Spartz 
(219) 879-0327 
mspartz@uflc.net 
 

3. Urban League of Northwest Indiana 
Vanessa Allen 
(219) 887-9621 
allen-vanessa@att.net 
 

4. Northwest Indiana Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 
Rita De La Rosa 
(219) 378-9000 
rdlr7225@aol.com 
 

5. Northwest Indiana Deaf and Hard of Hearing Community 
info@nwideaf.org 
 

6. Northwest Indiana Federation of Interfaith Organization 
Reverand Cheryl Rivera 
(219) 801-4872 
rev.rivera@live.com 
 

7. Interfaith Clergy 
Marion James 
(219) 689-4819 
marionjames@aol.com 
 

8. National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
Gary Chapter 
Steven Mays  
(219) 972-0088 
scmays1@sbcglobal.net 
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Appendix H 
Special Interest Groups 

 
1. Alliance for the Great Lakes 

Joel Brammeier 
(312) 939-0838 
jbrammeier@greatlakes.org 
 

2. Audubon Society 
Chicago Region  
1718 Sherman Ave., Ste. 210  
Evanston, IL 60201  
(847) 328-1250  
 

3. Bike the Bend, Inc. 
Glenda G. Lamont  
(574) 204-2458 
glenda@bikethebend.com 
 

4. Calumet College of St. Joseph 
Dr. Daniel Lowery 
President 
2400 New York Ave., Rm. 626 
Whiting, IN  46394 
(219) 473-4333 
dlowery@ccsj.edu 
 

5. Center for Neighborhood Technology 
2125 W. North Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60647 
(773) 278-4800 
 

6. Chesterton/Duneland Chamber of 
Commerce 
Maura Durham 
(219) 926-5513 
mdurham@chestertonchamber.org 
 

7. Community Hospital 
Donald P. Fesko 
Chief Executive Officer 
901 MacArthur Blvd. 
Munster, IN 46321 
(219) 836-1600 
 

8. Construction Advancement 
Foundation 
6050 Southport Rd., Ste. A 
Portage, IN 46368 
(219) 764-2883 
 
 

9. Environmental Law and Policy Center 
Kevin Brubaker 
(312) 795-3714 
kbrubaker@elpc.org 
 

10. Franciscan St. Margaret Health – 
Hammond 
5454 Hohman Ave. 
Hammond, IN  46320 
(219) 962-2300 
 

11. Friends of Indiana Dunes 
Zella Olson 
(219) 926-3833 
zrolson@frontier.com 
 

12. Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley 
Foundation 
35 E. Wacker Dr., Ste. 2600 
Chicago, IL 60601-2102 
(312) 977-2700 
 

13. Greater LaPorte Economic 
Development Corporation 
Sylvia Espinoza 
(219) 324-8584 
sylviae@gledc.com 
 

14. Hammond Development Corporation 
(UEA) 
Mark McLaughlin 
President, Board of Directors 
5246 Hohman Ave. 
Hammond, IN 46320 
219-853-6399 
 

15. Hammond Urban Enterprise 
Association 
649 Conkey St. 
Hammond, IN 46324 
(219) 853-6512 
 

16. Izaak Walton League of America, 
Indiana Division 
Tim Russell 
Division President 
6735 Nebraska Ave. 
Hammond, IN 46323 
mothy3@aol.com 
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17. Indiana Dunes Tourism 

Lorelei Weimer 
Executive Director 
1215 N. State Rd. 49 
Porter, IN 46304 
(219) 926-2255 
lorelei@indianadunes.com 
 

18. Indiana High Speed Rail Association 
Dennis W. Hodges 
2645 Ridge Rd. 
Highland, IN 46322 
(219) 887-1351 
dennis@indianahighspeedrail.org 
 

19. Indiana University Northwest 
Dr. William J. Lowe, Chancellor 
3400 Broadway 
Library, Room 107 
Gary, IN 46408 
(219)980-6700 
chan@iun.edu 
 

20. Ivy Tech Community College 
Gary Campus 
1440 E 35th Ave. 
Gary, IN 46409-1499 
(219) 981-1111 
 

21. League of Illinois Bicyclists  
Ed Barsotti  
2550 Cheshire Dr. 
Aurora, IL 60504 
(630) 978-0583 
ed@bikelib.org 
 

22. Methodist Hospital Northlake 
Campus 
Michael Davenport, M.D.  
President and Interim Chief Executive 
Officer 
600 Grant St. 
Gary, IN 46402 
(219) 886-4000 
 

23. Northwest Indiana Forum 
Karen Lauerman 
(219) 763-6303 
klauerman@nwiforu.org 
 
 

24. Openlands 
Gerald W. Adelman 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
25 East Washington St., Ste. 1650 
Chicago, IL 60602-1708 
(312) 863-6250 
info@openlands.org 
 

25. Purdue University Calumet 
Dr. Thomas L Keon, Chancellor 
Lawshe Hall, Rm. 330 
2200 169th St. 
Hammond, IN  46323-2094 
 

26. Save the Dunes  
Nicole Barker 
Executive Director 
444 Barker Rd. 
Michigan City, IN 46360 
(219) 879-3937 
office@savedunes.org 
 

27. Shirley HeinzeLand Trust 
Kris KrouseExecutive Director 
Meadowbrook Conservation Center and 
Preserve 
109 W. 700 N 
Valparaiso, IN 46385 
(219) 242-8558 
 

28.  Sierra Club - Dunelands Group 
Sandy O’Brien 
Dunelands Conservation Chair 
5500 S Liverpool Rd. 
Hobart, IN 46342 
ecorealm@msn.com 
 

29. South Bend Department of 
Community Investment  
Scott Ford 
227 West Jefferson Blvd, Ste. 1400 S 
South Bend, IN 46601 
(574) 235-9371 
sford@southbendin.gov 
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30. South Shore Convention and Visitors 
Authority 
Speros A. Batistatos, Fellow, Certified 
Destination Management Executive 
President/Chief Executive Officer 
7770 Corinne Dr. 
Hammond, IN 46320 
(219) 554-2229 
spero@southshorecva.com 
 

31. Greater LaPorte Chamber of 
Commerce 
Ashley Hawkins 
Director of Marketing and 
Communications 
803 Washington St. 
La Porte, IN 46352 
(219) 362-3178 
hawkins@lpchamber.com 
 

32. The Nature Conservancy 
Mary McConnell 
State Director 
Southern Lake Michigan Rim Project 
Office 
5690 Chase St. 
Merrillville, IN 46410 
(219) 981-9183 
 

33. Visit South Bend Mishawaka  
Rob DeCleene, Certified Destination 
Management Executive 
Executive Director 
401 East Colfax Ave., Ste. 310 
South Bend, IN 46617 
(574) 400-4022 
rdecleene@visitsouthbend.com 

 
34. Whiting/Robertsdale Chamber of 

Commerce 
Sarah Hildebranski 
Executive Director 
1417 119th St. 
Whiting, IN 46394 
(219) 659-0292 
sarah@wrchamber.com 
 

35.  American Association of Retired 
Persons (AARP) 
Northwest Indiana 
Jeanne Wease 
Executive Council Member 
1087 Freedom Circle South 
Crown Point, IN 46307 
(219) 662-2867 
wpairagenes@att.net 
 

36. Hammond Redevelopment 
Commission 
Jimmie Lambert  
President 
5925 Calumet Ave. 
Hammond, IN 46320 
(219) 853-6300 
 

37. Dyer Redevelopment Commission 
Dr. Jethroe Smith  
President 
One Town Square 
Dyer, IN 46311 
(219) 865-6108 
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Appendix I 
Grass Roots Stakeholders 

 
1. Columbia ES Crime Watch 

Linda Carrillo 
Group Leader 
Hammond, IN 
(219) 931-7417 
carrillo5054@att.net 
 

2. Douglas Point Crime Watch 
Sandy Koartge 
Group Leader 
Hammond, IN 
(219) 880-6105 
jacobsguareorg@aol.com 
 

3. Douglas Point Crime Watch 
Dionne Williams 
Manager 
Hammond, IN 
(219) 931-0771 
dpointe@flahertycollins.com 
 

4. East Hammond Crime Watch 
Angela Crowder 
President 
Hammond, IN 
(219) 931-8852 
arcrowder.46@sbcglobal.net 
 

5. Harrison Park Crime Watch 
Jim Veyette 
Group Leader 
Hammond, IN 
(219) 932-8214 
 

6. Hessville Crime Watch 
Brenda Galinski 
Group Leader 
Hammond, IN 
(219) 803-0918 
galinski2brenda@comcast.net 
 

7. Hessville Crime Watch 
Dave Innes 
Co-Leader 
Hammond, IN 
(219) 670-5176 
innescope@yahoo.com 
 
 

8. Hessville Crime Watch 
Ken Baker 
Co-Leader 
Hammond, IN 
(219) 932-6933 
kenbaker65@sbcglobal.net 
 

9. Indi-Illi Crime Watch 
Carol Muenich 
Group Leader 
Hammond, IN 
(219) 937-2718 
emuenich@hotmail.com 
 

10. Jefferson Crime Watch 
George Janiec 
Director 
Hammond, IN 
(219) 678-6761 
gjaniec@sbcglobal.net 
 

11. Kennedy Crossing Crime Watch 
Kimberly Harrison 
Hammond, IN 
(219) 989-0816 
kimi.1104@hotmail.com 
 

12. South Hammond Crime Watch 
Joe Sturonas 
Group Leader 
Hammond, IN 
(219) 689-2857 
jsturonas@earthlink.net 
 

13. Whiting-Robersdale Crime Watch 
Shawn Turpin 
Co-Leader 
Hammond, IN 
shawnturpin9145@yahoo.com 
 

14. Woodmar Crime Watch 
Chris Fleming 
Group Leader 
Hammond, IN 
bomber_1969@yahoo.com 
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15. Lakeshore Chamber of Commerce 
Dave Ryan 
Executive Director 
5246 Hohman Ave., Ste. 100 
Hammond, IN 46320 
(219) 931-1000 
dryan@lakeshorechamber.com 
 

16. Dyer Chamber of Commerce 
Stephanie Fazekas 
Executive Secretary 
One Town Square 
Dyer, IN 46311 
219-865-1045 
chamber@dyerchamberofcommerce.com 
 

17. Munster Chamber of Commerce 
Don Erminger 
Chairman of the Board 
1040 Ridge Rd. 
Munster, IN 46321 
219-844-5415 
 

18. Hammond Housing Authority 
Barb Stanley 
HCV FSS Coordinator 
1402 - 173rd St. 
Hammond, IN 46324 
(219) 989-3265 
 

19. Hammond Innovation Center 
Sue Anderson 
Program Director 
5209 Hohman Ave. 
Hammond, IN 46324 
(219) 750-1200 
sueanderson@netnitco.net 
 

20. United Neighborhoods Inc. 
Alexius Barber 
Executive Director 
5209 Hohman Ave., Ste. 203 
Hammond, IN 46320 
(219) 937-0200 
uni.abarber@yahoo.com 
 

21. Greater Hammond Community Services 
Timothy Cottingham 
Executive Director 
824 Hoffman St. 
Hammond, IN 46327 
(219) 932-4800 

 
22. Legacy Foundation Inc. 

Carolyn Saxton 
President 
1000 E. 80th Pl., Ste. 402 North 
Merrillville, IN 46410 
(219) 736-1880 
csaxton@legacyfdn.org 
 

23. International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers (IBEW) Local Union #697 
Raymond Kasmark 
7200 Mississippi St., Ste. 200 
Merrillville, IN 46410 
(219) 844-6386 
dustybirch@ibew697.org 
 

24. IBEW Local Union #531 
Jaye Fuller 
Business Manager 
P.O. Box 518 
LaPorte, IN 46352 
(219) 362-2119 
jaye@ibewlocal531.com 
 

25. Boys and Girls Club 
P.J. Jones 
5840 Calumet Ave. 
Hammond, IN 46320 
(219) 933-9820 
pjones@bgcnwi.org 
 

26. Boys and Girls Club Northwest Indiana 
Robert Montgomery 
Interim Vice President 
839 Broadway, 3rd Fl. 
Gary, IN 46402 
(219) 881-1060 
rmontgomery@bgcnwi.org 
 

27. NW Indiana Council of Carpenters 
Local 599 (IKORCC) 
712 E. Highland St. 
Hammond, IN 46320 
(219) 852-1111 
 

28. Greater NW Indiana Realtors 
Peter Novak 
Chief Executive Officer 
800 E. 86th Ave. 
Merrillville, IN 46410 
(219) 795-3600 
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Appendix J 
Agencies Invited to be Cooperating and Participating Agencies 

 
Cooperating Agencies 
 
1. Federal Railroad Administration 

Joseph Szabo 
Administrator 
200 West Adams St., Ste. 310 
Chicago, IL 60606 
(312) 353-6203 

 
2. US Army Corps of Engineers 

Colonel Christopher T. Drew 
Commander and District Engineer 
111 North Canal St., Ste. 600 
Chicago, IL 60606 

 
Participating Agencies 

Federal 
1. Federal Emergency Management 

Agency  
W. Craig Fugate 
Administrator 
536 South Clark St., 6th Fl. 
Chicago, IL 60605 
(312) 408-5500 
 

2. Federal Highway Administration, 
Illinois Division 
Illinois Division 
3250 Executive Park Dr. 
Springfield, IL 62703 
(217) 492-4600 
 

3. Federal Highway Administration, 
Indiana Division 
575 N. Pennsylvania St., Rm. 254 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
(317) 226-7475 
 

4. US Department of Agriculture Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
Phyllis Philipps 
Acting Regional Conservationist  
14th and Independence Ave., SW, Rm. 
5204-S 
Washington, DC 20250 

 

5. US Department of Housing and Urban 
Development 
Julián Castro 
Secretary 
451 7th St. SW 
Washington, DC 20410 
 

6. US Department of Interior National 
Park Service 
Jon Jarvis  
Director 
1849 C St. NW 
Washington, DC 20240 
 

7. US Environmental Protection Agency 
Gina McCarthy 
Administrator 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
 

8. US Fish and Wildlife Service 
Dan Ashe 
Director 
1849 C St. NW, Rm. 3358 
Washington, DC 20240 

State 
9. Illinois Department of Natural 

Resources 
Marc Miller 
Director 
One Natural Resources Way 
Springfield, IL 62702 
(217) 782-6302 
 

10. Illinois Department of Transportation 
Omer Osman 
Director 
2300 S. Dirksen Pkwy. 
Springfield, IL 62764 
(217) 782-7820 
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11. Illinois Environmental Protection 
Agency 
Lisa Bonnett 
Director 
1021 North Grand Ave. East 
Springfield, IL 62794-9276 
 

12. Illinois State Department of 
Agriculture  
Main Office, State Fairgrounds 
P. O. Box 19281 
Springfield, IL 62794-9281 
217-782-2171 
 

13. Indiana Department of Environmental 
Management 
Tom Easterly  
Commissioner 
Indiana Government Center North  
100 N. Senate Ave. 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
 

14. Indiana Department of Natural 
Resources 
Cameron Clark 
Director 
402 W. Washington St. 
Indianapolis, IN 46204-2733 
 

15. Indiana Department of Transportation 
Bob Alderman 
Deputy Commissioner 
100 N. Senate Ave., IGCN 755 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
(317) 232-5533 
 

16. Indiana State Department of 
Agriculture 
Ted McKinney 
Director 
One North Capitol Ave., Ste. 600 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
(317) 232-8770 

Regional 
17. Chicago Department of Transportation 

Rebekah Scheinfeld 
Commissioner 
30 N. LaSalle St., Ste. 1100 
Chicago, IL 60602 
(312) 681-4100 
rebekah.scheinfeld@cityofchicago.org 

 
18. Chicago Metropolitan Agency for 

Planning 
Randall S. Blankenhorn 
Executive Director 
233 S. Wacker Dr., Ste. 800 
Chicago, IL 60606 
(312) 386-8602 
rblankenhorn@cmap.illinois.gov 
 

19. Chicago Transit Authority 
Forrest Claypool 
President 
567 W. Lake St. 
Chicago, IL 60661 
(312) 836-7000 
fclaypool@transitchicago.com 
 

20. Metra 
Donald A. Orseno 
Executive Director / Chief Executive 
Officer 
547 W. Jackson Blvd. 
Chicago, IL 60661 
(312) 355-3656 
dorseno@metrarr.com 
 
Additional Contacts:  
David Kralik, Department Head/Long 
Range Planning dkralik@metrarr.com 
Peter Zwolfer, Chief Operations Officer 
pzwolfer@metrarr.com 
 

21. Northeastern Illinois Regional 
Transportation Authority 
Leanne Redden 
Interim Executive Director 
175 W. Jackson Blvd., Ste. 1650 
Chicago, IL 60604 
(312) 913-3221 
reddenl@rtachicago.org 
 

22. Northwest Indiana Regional 
Development Authority 
Sherri Ziller 
Chief Operating Officer 
9800 Connecticut Dr. 
Crown Point, IN 46307 
(219) 644-3500  
sziller@rda.in.gov 
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23. Northwestern Indiana Regional 
Planning Commission 
Steve Strains  
Director of Planning  
6100 Southport Rd. 
Portage, Indiana 46368 
(219)763-6060 
sstrains@nirpc.org 
 
Belinda Petroskey, Transit Planner 
bpetroskey@nirpc.org 

Local 
24. City of Calumet City 

Michelle Markiewicz Qualkinbush 
Mayor 
204 Pulaski Rd. 
Calumet City, IL 60406 
(708) 891-8105 
mayorsoffice@calumetcity.org 
 

25. City of Chicago 
Rahm Emanuel 
Mayor 
121 N. LaSalle St., 4th Fl. 
Chicago, IL 60602 
(312) 744-5000 
 

26. City of Hammond 
Thomas M. McDermott, Jr. 
Mayor 
5925 Calumet Ave. 
Hammond, IN 46320 
(219) 853-6301 
mayor@gohammond.com 
 

27. Cook County 
Toni Preckwinkle 
President 
118 N. Clark St. 
Chicago, IL 60602 
(312) 443-5500 
 

28. Lake County  
2293 N. Main St. 
Crown Point, IN 46307 
(219) 755-3280 
 

29. Town of Dyer 
Rick Eberly 
Town Administrator 
One Town Square 
Dyer, IN 46311 
reberly@townofdyer.com 
 

30. Town of Munster 
Thomas F. DeGiulio 
Town Manager 
1005 Ridge Rd. 
Munster, IN 46321 
(219) 836-6900 
tdegiulio@munster.org 
 

31. Town of St. John 
Steve Kil 
Town Manager 
10955 W. 93rd Ave. 
St. John, IN 46373 
(219) 365-6465 
stevekil.tm@stjohnin.com 
 

32. Village of Burnham 
Robert E. Polk 
Council President 
14450 S. Manistee Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60633 
(708) 891-2122 
 

33. Village of Dolton 
Stan Urban 
Administrator 
14014 S. Park Ave. 
Dolton, IL 60419 
surban@vodolton.org 
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Appendix K 
Agencies and Organizations Invited to be Section 106 Consulting Parties 

 
State Historic Preservation Offices 
1. Indiana Department of Natural 

Resources, Division of Historic 
Preservation and Archaeology 
Chad Slider 
Assistant Director for Environmental 
Review 
402 W. Washington St., Rm. W274 
Indianapolis, Indiana  46204-2739 
 

2. Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 
Anne Haaker 
Deputy State Historic Preservation 
Officer 
1 Old State Capitol Plaza 
Springfield, Illinois  62701-1507 

Historic Preservation Organizations 
1. Calumet City Historical Society 

Cynthia Ogorek 
760 Wentworth Ave. 
Calumet City, IL 60409 
(708) 832-9390 
 

2. Dyer Historical Society 
Glen Eberly 
President 
One Town Square 
Dyer, IN 46311 
(219) 865-6108 
 

3. Dolton Historical Society 
644 Sheridan Ave  
Dolton, IL 60419 
 

4. Griffith Historical Society 
Karen Kulinski 
P.O. Box 678 
Griffith, IN 46319-0678 
 

5. Hammond Historic Preservation 
Commission 
Patrick Swibes 
649 Conkey St. 
Hammond, IN 46324 
(219) 853-6397 
 
 

6. Hammond Historical Society 
564 State St. 
Hammond, IN 46320 
(219) 931-5100 
 

7. Indiana Landmarks – Northwest Field 
Office 
Tiffany Tolbert 
Director 
541 South Lake St. 
Gary-Miller Beach, IN 46403 
 

8. Indiana Landmarks 
Marsh Davis 
President 
1201 Central Ave. 
Indianapolis, IN 46202 
(317) 639-4534 
mdavis@indianalandmarks.org 
 

9. Lake County Historical Society 
Bruce Woods 
President 
Courthouse Square, Ste. 205 
Crown Point, IN 46307 
(219) 662-3975 
Bwoods_mhs@yahoo.com 
 

10. Landmarks Illinois 
Bonnie McDonald 
President 
30 N. Michigan St., Ste. 2020 
Chicago, IL 60602 
(312) 922-1742 
 

11. Munster Historical Society 
JoAnne Shafer 
President 
1005 Ridge Rd. 
Munster, IN 46321 
(219) 836-6930 
 

12. Preservation Chicago 
4410 N Ravenswood Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60640 
(773) 334-8800 
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13. Schererville Historical Society 
Heidi Zima 
10 E. Joliet St. 
Schererville, IN 46375 
(219) 322-1699 
 

14. St. John Historical Society 
St John Town Hall  
10955 West 93rd Ave. 
PO Box 134 
St John, IN 46373 

Tribal Governments 
1. Ho-Chunk Nation 

Mr. Bill Quackenbush 
THPO 
P.O. Box 667 
Black River Falls, WI 54815 
(715) 284-7181 / (715) 896-2795 (cell) 
Bill.Quackenbush@ho-chunk.com 
 

2. NAGPRA Representative 
Mr. George Garvin (Alternate) 
W9036 State Highway 54 
Black River Falls, WI 54615 
(715) 284-7181 
george.garvin@ho-chunk.com 
 

3. Iowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska  
Mr. F. Martin Fee 
THPO 
3345 B Thrasher Rd. 
White Cloud, KS 66094 
(785) 595-3258 
mfee@iowas.org 
 

4. Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma  
Mr. Robert Fields 
335588 E. 750 Rd. 
Perkins, OK 74059 
(405) 547-2402 
rfields@iowanation.org 
(405) 547-5433 
http://www.iowanation.org/default.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Miami Tribe of Oklahoma 
Mr. George Strack  
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
Miami Tribe of Oklahoma 
202 S. Eight Tribes Trail 
Miami, OK 74354 
(918) 542-1445 
(317) 625-1288 (cell) 
gstrack@miamination.com 
 

6. Otoe-Missouria Tribe 
Mr. John R. Shotton 
Chairman 
Otoe-Missouria Tribe 
8151 Highway 177 
Red Rock, OK 74651 
(877) 692-6863 
Jshotton@omtribe.org 
 

7. Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma 
Mr. Frank Hecksher 
NAGPRA/Special Projects 
Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma 
118 S. Eight Tribes Trails 
P.O. Box 1527 
Miami, OK 74355 
(918) 540-2535 ext. 31 
fhecksher@peoriatribe.com 
 

8. Potawatomi - Citizen Potawatomi 
Nation 
Mr. John A. Barrett 
Mr. Jeremy Finch 
Chairperson 
Citizen Potawatomi Nation 
1601 S. Gordon Cooper Dr. 
Shawnee, OK 74801 
(405) 275-3121 
rbarrett@potawatomi.org 
 

9. Potawatomi - Forest County 
Potawatomi 
Mr. Harold Frank 
Chairman 
Forest County Potawatomi 
5460 Everybody's Rd., P.O. Box 340 
Crandon, WI 54520 
(800) 960-5479 ext. 7474 
mikea@fcpotawatomi.com 
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10. Potawatomi - Hannahville Indian 
Community 
Mr. Kenneth Meshigaud 
Mr. Earl Meshigaud 
Chairperson 
Hannahville Indian Community 
N14911 Hannahville Boulevard Rd. 
Wilson, MI 49896 
(906) 723-2271 
earlmeshigaud@hannahville.org 
 

11. Potawatomi - Pokagon Band of 
Potawatomi 
Mr. Marcus Wichester 
THPO 
58620 Sink Rd. 
Dowagiac, MI 49047 
(269) 462-4224 
Marcus.Winchester@PokagonBand-nsn.gov 
 

12. Potawatomi - Prairie Band 
Potawatomi Nation 
Mr. Steve Ortiz 
Ms. Linda Yazzie 
Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation 
16281 Q Rd. 
Mayetta, KS 66509 
(785) 966-4007 / (785) 966-4008 /  
(785) 966-4000 
steveo@pbpnation.org 
linday@pbpnation.org 
 

13. Sac and Fox Tribe of the Mississippi 
in Iowa/Meskwaki 
Mr. Jonathan L. Buffalo 
Historic Preservation Director 
Sac and Fox Tribe of the Mississippi in 
Iowa/Meskwaki 
349 Meskwaki Rd. 
Tama, IA 52339 
(641) 484-3185 
jlbuffalo@meskwaki.org 
 

14. Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri in 
Kansas and Nebraska 
Brigette Robidoux 
Chairperson 
305 North Main St. 
Reserve, KS 66434 
(785) 742-7471 
brobidoux@sacandfoxcasino.com 
 

15. Sac and Fox Nation of Oklahoma 
Ms. Sandra Massey 
Historic Preservation Officer 
Sac and Fox Nation of Oklahoma 
Route 2, Box 246 
Stroud, OK 74079 
(918) 968-3526 ext. 1048 
wahnesh@yahoo.com 
smassey@sacandfoxnation-nsn.gov 
 

16. Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska 
Mr. John Blackhawk 
Chairperson 
Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska 
100 Bluff St. 
Winnebago, NE 68071 
(402) 878-3103 
john.blackhawk@winnebagotribe.com 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Project Overview 

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation 
District (NICTD) have initiated the environmental review process for the West Lake Corridor 
Project (Project) in Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Illinois in accordance with the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and other regulatory requirements.  A Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) is being prepared as part of this process, with the FTA 
as the Federal Lead Agency and NICTD as the Local Project Sponsor responsible for 
implementing the Project under NEPA. 

The environmental review process builds upon NICTD’s prior West Lake Corridor studies that 
examined a broad range of alignments, technologies, and transit modes.  The studies 
concluded that a rail-based service between the Munster/Dyer area and Metra’s Millennium 
Station in Downtown Chicago would best meet the transportation needs of the study area.  
Thus, NICTD advanced a “Commuter Rail” Alternative for more detailed analysis in the DEIS.  
NEPA also requires consideration of a “No Build” Alternative to provide a basis for comparison 
to the Commuter Rail Alternative. 

 No Build Alternative: The No Build Alternative is defined as the existing transportation 
system, plus any committed transportation improvements included in the Northwestern 
Indiana Regional Planning Commission’s (NIRPC) 2040 Comprehensive Regional Plan 
(CRP) (2011) and Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning’s (CMAP) Go To 2040 
Comprehensive Regional Plan (2014) through the planning horizon year 2040.  It also 
includes capacity improvements to the existing Metra Electric District’s (MED) line and 
Millennium Station as part of NICTD’s and the Northwest Indiana Regional Development 
Authority’s (RDA) 20-Year Strategic Business Plan (2014). 

 Commuter Rail Alternative: The Commuter Rail Alternative would involve an approximate 9-
mile southern extension of NICTD’s existing South Shore Line (SSL) between Dyer and 
Hammond, Indiana (Figure 1-1).  The Project would include new track improvements along the 
existing CSX Transportation and former Monon railroad corridors, with a flyover to the existing 
SSL in Hammond.  Four stations would be included at Munster/Dyer Main Street, Munster 
Fisher/45th Streets, South Hammond, and Downtown Hammond.  A maintenance facility would 
also be needed to store and maintain the vehicles.  Trains on the new Project branch line would 
connect with the existing SSL and ultimately MED line to the north, providing new transit service 
between Dyer and Metra’s Millennium Station in Downtown Chicago.   

Two alignment design options are also being considered for the Project, including a possible 
extension to St. John, Indiana on the southern end and another along the Indiana Harbor 
Belt (IHB) Kensington Branch through Calumet City, Burnham, and Chicago, Illinois on the 
northern end.  Design options for four other possible station locations and three potential 
maintenance facility sites are also being studied. 

1.2 Purpose of Report 

This report documents compliance with NEPA Scoping requirements for the environmental 
review process and summarizes the comments, feedback, and input received from the agencies 
and public during the Scoping period for the Project. 
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Figure 1-1 West Lake Corridor Project Study Area 
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2. SCOPING PROCESS 

2.1 Overview of Scoping Process 

According to the Council on Environmental Quality’s (CEQ) NEPA Regulations (40 Code of 
Federal Regulations [CFR] § 1500), federal and state lead agencies should engage in the 
agency and public Scoping process to help define the appropriate range of issues and the depth 
and breadth of analysis to be addressed in a major environmental document.  In short, Scoping 
is the process of determining the “scope” of the EIS.  It takes place at the beginning of the 
environmental review process and serves the following purposes: 

 Identifying a range of actions, reasonable alternatives, and impacts to be considered; 

 Connecting previous planning decisions with current project development; 

 Establishing a decision-making framework; 

 Looking for opportunities to streamline the project and collaborate with partners; and 

 Organizing the study and defining boundaries and responsibilities. 

During the Scoping process, agency and public comments are solicited in response to the 
information provided and are used to identify reasonable alternatives and potential 
environmental effects in the preparation of the EIS.  The Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient 
Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) Section 6002 specifies that the 
lead agencies must provide Cooperating and Participating Agencies and the public the 
opportunity for involvement during the development of the purpose and need statement and 
range of alternatives. 

2.2 Initiation of Scoping 

The FTA issued the Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare an EIS in the Federal Register, Volume 
79, Number 189, on September 30, 2014.  The NOI notified interested parties regarding the 
intent to prepare the EIS, provided information on the nature of the proposed Project and 
possible alternatives, and invited public participation in the environmental review process.  The 
NOI also provided information on how and when comments on the scope of the EIS should be 
submitted.  Additionally, the NOI supplied information, including the dates, times and locations 
of the agency and public Scoping meetings.  The published NOI is provided in Appendix A. 

2.3 Scoping Period and Meetings 

The Scoping process was conducted in accordance with NEPA and Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) requirements.  The 30-day Scoping period began on October 
13, 2014 and ended November 11, 2014.  The FTA and NICTD invited agencies and 
organizations by letter to participate in the Scoping process and attend Scoping meetings.  The 
public was notified via newspaper advertisements, website, mail-out, email blasts, and flyers.  
The FTA and NICTD held both the Agency and Public Scoping Meetings for the Project on 
October 28, 2014 at the Center for Visual and Performing Arts, 1040 Ridge Road, Munster, 
Indiana 46321.  Details of the Agency and Public Scoping process and comments received are 
provided in the following sections. 
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3. AGENCY SCOPING 
The FTA and NICTD invited agencies to participate in the environmental review process by 
inviting them to be Cooperating Agencies and/or Participating Agencies under NEPA or a 
Consulting Party under Section 106 of the NHPA.  Each is described in the following sections.  
Sample invitation letters are provided in Appendix B. 

3.1.1 Cooperating Agencies 

According to CEQ (40 CFR 1508.5), a "Cooperating Agency" means any federal agency, other 
than a lead agency, that has jurisdiction by law or special expertise with respect to any 
environmental impact involved in a proposed project or project alternative.  A state or local 
agency of similar qualifications or, when the effects are on lands of tribal interest, a Native 
American tribe may, by agreement with the lead agencies, also become a Cooperating Agency.  
Cooperating Agencies are by definition Participating Agencies as well, and while the roles and 
responsibilities of both are similar, the Cooperating Agencies have a slightly greater degree of 
authority, responsibility, and involvement in the environmental review process.  

The FTA mailed Cooperating Agency invitation letters to two agencies with a potential interest in 
the Project: the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) and US Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE).  The USACE accepted the invitation to be a Cooperating Agency.  The FRA declined 
the initiation to participate as a Cooperating Agency, but elected to serve as a Participating 
Agency in the process instead.  Responses from the two agencies are provided in Appendix D. 

3.1.2 Participating Agencies 

Participating Agencies can be federal, state, tribal, regional, and local government agencies that 
may have an interest in the Project.  The FTA mailed Participating Agency invitation letters to 
the agencies listed in Table 3-1 (Agencies Invited to Serve as Participating Agencies).  The 
table also indicates which agencies accepted the invitation to participate.  Responses from the 
agencies are provided in Appendix D. 
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Table 3-1: Agencies Invited to Serve as Participating Agencies 

Agency Response to 
Invitation 

Federal  
 Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) No Response 
 Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Illinois Division No Response 
 Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Indiana Division No Response 
 US Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) No Response 
 US Department of Housing and Urban Development (USHUD) No Response 
 US Department of Interior (USDOI), National Park Service (NPS)  Accepted Invitation 
 US Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA)  Accepted Invitation 
 US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)  Accepted Invitation 

State 
 Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) No Response 
 Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) No Response 
 Illinois Environmental Protection Agency No Response 
 Illinois State Department of Agriculture  Declined Invitation 
 Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) No Response 
 Indiana Department of Natural Resources (INDNR)  Accepted Invitation 
 Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) No Response 
 Indiana State Department of Agriculture No Response 

Regional 
 Chicago Department of Transportation (CDOT)  Accepted Invitation 
 Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP)  Accepted Invitation 
 Chicago Transit Authority (CTA)  Accepted Invitation 
 Metra No Response 
 Northeastern Illinois Regional Transportation Authority (RTA)  Accepted Invitation 
 Northwest Indiana Regional Development Authority (RDA) Accepted Invitation 
 Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC)  Accepted Invitation 

Local 
 City of Calumet  No Response 
 City of Chicago No Response 
 City of Hammond  Accepted Invitation 
 Cook County  Accepted Invitation 
 Lake County  No Response 
 Town of Dyer  Accepted Invitation 
 Town of Munster  Accepted Invitation 
 Town of St. John No Response 
 Village of Burnham No Response 
 Village of Dolton  No Response 

3.1.3 Section 106 Consulting Parties 

The FTA initiated the Section 106 Consultation Process for the Project with the State Historic 
Preservation Offices -- INDNR Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology and Illinois 
Historic Preservation Agency -- on September 29, 2014.  In the initiation letters to the SHPOs 
(see Appendix B), the FTA delegated authority to NICTD to undertake coordination activities 
regarding the preparation of information, analyses, and graphics in support of the Section 106 
Consultation Process for the Project. 
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Thereafter, NICTD invited historic organizations to be Section 106 Consulting Parties based on 
their special knowledge of, concern for, or mandated regulatory role relative to historic 
properties in the Project study area, and the FTA invited Native American tribal governments to 
participate.  A sample invitation letter for Section 106 Consulting Parties is provided in 
Appendix B.  Table 3-2 (Organizations Invited to Serve as Section 106 Consulting Parties) 
shows the organizations and tribes that were invited to participate in the Section 106 
consultation process.  Of those listed, the Hammond Historical Society, Indiana Landmarks 
(Northwest Field Office), Lake County Historical Society, and Peoria Tribe of Indians of 
Oklahoma accepted the invitation to be a Section 106 Consulting Party.  Responses from these 
organizations and tribe are provided in Appendix D. 

Table 3-2: Organizations Invited to Serve as Section 106 Consulting Parties 

Organization Response to 
Invitation 

Historic Agencies/Organizations  
 Calumet City Historical Society No Response 
 Dyer Historical Society No Response 
 Dolton Historical Society No Response 
 Griffith Historical Society No Response 
 Hammond Historic Preservation Commission No Response 
 Hammond Historical Society Accepted Invitation 
 Indiana Landmarks – Northwest Field Office Accepted Invitation 
 Indiana Landmarks No Response 
 Lake County Historical Society Accepted Invitation 
 Landmarks Illinois No Response 
 Munster Historical Society No Response 
 Preservation Chicago No Response 
 Schererville Historical Society No Response 
 St. John Historical Society No Response 

Tribes 
 Ho-Chunk Nation No Response 
 Iowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska No Response 
 Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma No Response 
 Miami Tribe of Oklahoma No Response 
 Otoe-Missouria Tribe No Response 
 Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma Accepted Invitation 
 Potawatomi - Citizen Potawatomi Nation No Response 
 Potawatomi - Forest County Potawatomi No Response 
 Potawatomi - Hannahville Indian Community No Response 
 Potawatomi - Pokagon Band of Potawatomi No Response 
 Potawatomi - Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation No Response 
 Sac and Fox Tribe of the Mississippi in Iowa/Meskwaki No Response 
 Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri in Kansas and Nebraska No Response 
 Sac and Fox Nation of Oklahoma No Response 
 Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska No Response 
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3.2 Agency Scoping Meeting 

An Agency Scoping Meeting was held to solicit comments from agencies invited to participate in 
the environmental review process for the Project.  Meeting details are as follows: 

 Time:   Tuesday, October 28, 2014, 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM 

 Location:  Center for Visual and Performing Arts, 1040 Ridge Road, Munster, Indiana 

 Attendees: 16 signed in 

The meeting included a PowerPoint presentation by NICTD, followed by an open session for 
questions and answers.  In addition to poster display boards in the room, participants were 
provided with a Project fact sheet and Scoping Booklet.  The Scoping Booklet provided 
information about the Project, including the Project background and description, NEPA 
requirements, procedures and schedule, purpose and need, initial alternatives considered, issues 
to be considered in the EIS, agency involvement, and outreach and public participation.  Meeting 
materials are provided in Appendix C, and the agency sign-in sheets are found in Appendix D.   

3.3 Agency Scoping Comments  

The agency scoping comments are summarized in this section, with the detailed comments 
from each agency provided in Appendix D.  The main comments received from the agencies 
involve the following environmental resources or other issue areas: 

 Monon Trail and safety of users 
 Erie Lackawanna Trail 
 Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) parks 
 Noise and vibration impacts 
 Air impacts 
 Hazardous materials and contaminated sites 
 Contamination and remediation of Grand Calumet River 
 Proposed crossing over the Grand Calumet River 
 Wetlands, nature and forest preserves, and critical habitat 
 Federally and State listed threatened and endangered species and migratory bird 

populations 
 Soil stabilization 
 Historic districts 
 Environmental justice and transit-dependent populations 
 Proposed maintenance facility locations and associated noise, air, and traffic impacts 
 Proposed station locations 
 Size of parking areas at proposed stations 
 Transit-oriented development and economic opportunities at proposed stations 
 Induced development 
 Diesel trains and associated noise and air impacts 
 Electric trains and electric lines to accommodate them 
 Freight traffic  
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 Grade crossing safety 
 Mitigation 
 Green buildings 
 Resolution of support for the project 

City of Hammond 

 Erie Lackawanna Trail, which merges with the Monon Trail in the study area at Douglas 
Street, and the Dan Rabin Transit Plaza are recipients of a LWCF grant. 

 Wishes to retain the Monon Trail and would like to know how the Project would affect the 
trail and trail users and how fencing or separations between the trains and trail users would 
affect the neighborhoods and downtown area.  

 Expressed comments about the proposed location of maintenance facility south of 173rd Street. 

 Would like to know how electric lines would be constructed if electric trains were used and 
expressed concerns with diesel trains.  

 Opposed to the proposed line being used for freight traffic. 

 Would like to know how the proposed alignment would affect street crossing at State Street 
and Willow Court and how it would affect the Chicago Street/Gostlin Street reconstruction 
project. 

 Inquired about the size and location of parking facilities, impacts from lighting from the 
parking area, and buffering from adjacent uses at the proposed station locations in 
Hammond.  The city also questions the potential of using the existing parking structure in 
Downtown Hammond. 

 Proposed station locations present the opportunity for transit-oriented development, which 
could provide new housing and economic development opportunities.  The city looks 
forward to pursuing the project with NICTD. 

 In addition to the potential noise and air impact, the city noted issues with ground 
contamination that may exist in the former Monon yard or along the proposed alignment. 

 Two National Register Historic Districts are located in the study area: Forest Avenue Area 
and Downtown Hammond. 

INDNR, Co-Trustees 

 Grand Calumet River is one of the most contaminated rivers in the country due to a long 
history of chemical dumping and discharges.  Contaminated segments average 8 to 10 feet 
in depth. 

 USEPA, IDEM, INDNR, and USFWS have partnered to remediate and restore the West 
Branch of the Grand Calumet River.  The Indiana Natural Resource trustees do not want to 
see the remediation damaged by new bridge piers in the river channel.  

INDNR, Division of Fish and Wildlife 

 INDNR checked the Natural Heritage Program data and concluded that the Project would 
not affect any INDNR owned nature preserves. They also concluded that no plant or animal 
species listed as state or federally threatened, endangered, or rare have been reported to 
occur within the Project corridor.  
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 NICTD and FTA should avoid or minimize impacts to fish, wildlife and botanical resources to 
the greatest extent possible, and compensate for impacts.  INDNR recommended several 
measures to avoid or minimize potential impacts including: utilizing existing structures to 
produce fewer impacts to streams, wetlands, and surrounding habitat; bank stabilization; 
formal wetland remediation; mitigation plan for potential impacts to riparian habitat and 
wetlands; soil stabilization for exposed soils; and several additional measures to avoid, 
minimize or compensate for impacts to fish, wildlife and botanical resources. 

NIRPC 

 Issued Resolution 14-32 in support of increased investment in commuter rail connecting 
Chicago to Northwest Indiana and the expansion of the West Lake Corridor. The 
Commission sees itself as a partner with NICTD and as a regional policy body is strongly 
committed to the successful implementation of a commuter rail project in Northwest Indiana. 

USACE 

 Any impacts to wetlands and waterways will require a permit from the USACE under the 
authority of Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.  Efforts to avoid and minimize these 
impacts must be made. 

USFWS 

 Wetlands may exist in the Fisher 45th Street area in southern Munster.  Wetlands 
delineations will be necessary in this area. 

 There may also be wetlands associated with the proposed crossings of the West branch 
Little Calumet River, West Branch Grand Calumet River, and/or Calumet River/Calumet Sag 
Channel, depending upon the route chosen.  

 IHB route would bisect the Beaubien Woods Forest Preserve in Illinois, which contains 
numerous wetlands and the Burnham Prairie Nature Preserve.  

 Existing bridge over the West Branch Little Calumet River includes several piers within the 
river channel, which are known to collect debris and contribute to flooding problems during 
high water events. Therefore, the DEIS needs to evaluate the impacts of leaving this bridge 
in place to serve the commuter line versus removing it and replacing it at the same site with 
a clear span bridge with no in-channel piers. 

 USFWS will request mitigation for wetland losses; the mitigation ratio for the loss of forested 
wetland is 4:1, with 2: or 3:1 for emergent and scrub-shrub wetlands. 

 USFWS, in conjunction with the other Natural Resources Trustees (INDNR and IDEM) has 
been working with the USEPA to remediate the severely polluted sediments within both the 
West and East Branches of the Grand Calumet River in Indiana.  Because of the dredging 
and capping, the Trustees are opposed to any construction activities that could compromise 
the integrity of the cap, including the placement of piers and abutments for a new railroad 
bridge. If it is determined by the FTA that a new bridge will be necessary to cross the West 
Branch Grand Calumet within Hammond, this bridge must be a clear span, with no piers or 
abutments within the river channel.  

 DEIS will need to evaluate potential impacts to migratory bird populations and the presence 
of bald eagles nesting/attempting to nest within wetland and woodland habitats in the Grand 
Calumet/Cal-Sag Channel/Lake Calumet area.  The Project sponsor should avoid or 
minimize impacts wherever possible.   
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 There are several threatened and endangered species and critical habitat in Lake County 
and Cook County; however, the USFWS stated that none of the Lake County listed species 
are known within the West Lake Corridor Project Study Area. Most of the Cook County listed 
species are also not known within the Corridor, including the Hine's emerald dragonfly and its 
Critical Habitat. However, the USFWS does not know the status of some of the species within 
the Forest Preserves, Nature Preserves, and other protected habitats within the Corridor. 

USDOI, NPS 

 There are 21 LWCF projects within Lake County Indiana that may be within or close to the 
West Lake Corridor Study Area.  Each of these sites is encumbered by the LCWF Act and 
Section 6(f).  The NPS recommended that the INDNR be contacted to determine the exact 
location for each of these 21 sites. 

USEPA 

 Northern portion of the study area near the West Branch Grand Calumet River is in a 
designated Area of Concern in the Great Lakes Basin.  There have been ongoing 
remediation efforts by EPA and the INDNR to address polluted sediments in the river.  EPA 
wants to ensure that the integrity of the remediation is maintained and that efforts are not 
disturbed and/or disrupted.  If a new bridge crossing is necessary for the project, then it is 
recommended that the bridge be designed to span the river without piers or abutments that 
would compromise the integrity of the remediation efforts.  

 Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Illinois are designated non-attainment for the 2008 
8-hour ozone standard. EPA plans to propose a revised ozone standard December 1, 2014 
and finalize in October 2015.   

 Concurs with the general environmental resources and potential impacts identified in the 
Scoping Booklet and NOI.  The EPA provided additional comments and recommendations on:  

o Identification and assessment of alternatives and options 
o Transit-dependent populations 
o Populations with environmental justice concerns 
o Air quality 
o Water resources 
o Vegetation and wildlife habitat 
o Induced development 
o Green buildings 
o Mitigation 

3.4 Section 106 Consultations 

The following is a summary of the comments received through the Section 106 consultation 
process.  The comments are provided in Appendix D. 

INDNR, Division of Historic Preservation and Archaeology 

 Requested additional information to facilitate their identification and evaluation under 36 
CFR 800.3, 800.4 and recommended review of INDOT’s Cultural Resources Manual.  The 
agency also identified contact persons for follow-up. 

Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma 

 There may be places of traditional religious or cultural importance present or within the 
vicinity of the proposed project and further consultation is requested. 



 
Scoping Summary Report 

 Page 11 March 2015 

4. PUBLIC SCOPING 
Members of the public were invited to participate in a public Scoping meeting.  The meeting was 
intended to inform the public of the EIS process, as well as provide an opportunity to comment 
on the purpose and need, alternatives being considered, key environmental considerations, and 
public and agency coordination process. 

NICTD issued a press release and advertised the public Scoping process and meetings in three 
study area newspapers, Sun Times, Times, and Gary Crusader.  NICTD also posted an 
announcement of the meetings on the Project’s website, sent e-mail blasts to stakeholders listed in 
the Project database, distributed project flyers, and mailed postcards to over 19,500 residences and 
businesses in the study area.  The press release, newspaper advertisements, postcard, and flyer 
can be found in Appendix A. 

4.1 Public Scoping Meeting  

The Public Scoping Meeting for the environmental review process was held as follows: 

 Time:  Tuesday, October 28, 2014, 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM 

 Location:  Center for Visual and Performing Arts, 1040 Ridge Road, Munster, Indiana 

 Attendees: 94 signed in 

Meeting participants were asked to sign in and were given a project factsheet, Section 106 
handout, and comment card.  The meeting began with a welcome and definition of meeting 
format, which was followed by a PowerPoint presentation that summarized the purpose of the 
project, study process and execution timeline, alternatives being considered, and key 
environmental considerations.  An open house was convened after the presentation.  During 
this time, meeting participants were able to walk around the room and learn more about the 
Project via display boards.  Project staff was available to provide additional information and 
answer any questions.  Participants were able to provide verbal comments directly to a court 
reporter that was present on site and/or they could submit written comments on comment cards.  
Completed comment cards could be submitted at the meeting or submitted after the meeting.  A 
copy of the meeting presentation and materials is provided in Appendix C, with the public sign-in 
sheets found in Appendix E. 

4.2 Public Comments Received 

Over the course of the Scoping period, NICTD provided the public with multiple opportunities to 
submit comments.  These were offered via online submission through the Project e-mail or 
website online comment section, by mail to the NICTD Project office, via the automated phone 
line, transcribed at the Scoping meeting, and through comment cards that were provided at the 
Scoping meeting.  In total, 144 public comments were received through these outreach 
methods.  The following is a breakdown of the number of comments received:  

 Online: 110 
 Mailed: 3 
 Automated Phone: 10 
 Comment Cards: 15 
 Transcribed: 6 

A summary of the main comments received from the public is provided below by subject area.  
A complete compilation of the public comments is provided in Appendix E. 
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Support for the Project 

The following is a summary of the support or lack of support for the Project: 

 Of the 144 comments received, 40 percent were in favor of the Project.  Reasons for 
support included economic growth, improved connectivity, expanded access, and overall 
positive benefits.  

 Of the 144 comments received, 32 percent were against the Project.  Reasons for the lack 
of support included costs and taxpayer burden; the need prioritize other basic infrastructure 
improvements, such as roads and bridges; and the Project does not reflect the needs of the 
larger community; impacts to residential properties.  

Environmental Issues 

The following environmental issues were raised in the comments: 

 Noise and vibration impacts to residential properties 

 Impacts to property values 

 Impacts to adjacent businesses and residences 

 Property acquisitions and potential displacements 

 Impacts to the Monon Trail 

 Impacts on parking in adjacent neighborhoods 

 Safe access to stations 

Other Issues 

 There were several requests for additional information. 

 One comment challenged the project in concept and the value proposition that it would 
potentially deliver. 

 One comment wanted to know whether the Project would be accepted by Metra. 

 One commenter recommended utilizing the former Michigan Central (MC) route between 
Hammond and Kensington.  

 There was a question on whether the Gary Station would be shut down to accommodate 
this Project expansion. 

5. SUMMARY AND NEXT STEPS 
The Scoping process documented in this report complies with NEPA and Section 106 
requirements, providing both the agencies and public an opportunity for early input into the 
environmental review process for the Project.  The agency and public comments received 
during Scoping will help the FTA and NICTD finalize the Project’s purpose and need, 
alternatives considered, and issues to be addressed in the DEIS.  The input received will 
provide direction into the assessment of the social, natural environment, and economic factors 
considered in the DEIS.  
  



 
Scoping Summary Report 

 Page 13 March 2015 

A DEIS document will be prepared following Scoping to more fully assess the Project and 
disclose potential impacts.  The DEIS will:  

 Identify the Purpose and Need for the Project; 

 Describe the Project and alternatives considered; 

 Evaluate the affected environment and potential environmental impacts of the Project; 

 Propose actions that will help mitigate unavoidable impacts; 

 Enable decision-makers to identify the solution that best meets the Project Purpose and 
Need; and 

 Provide the public and agencies opportunities to review and comment on the Project. 

The DEIS document will be circulated for public and agency comment over a 45-day review 
period.  During this time, a public hearing(s) will be held to present the results of the DEIS and 
formally record all comments received.  Following the public review period, NICTD will select a 
Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) for the Project that can further advance in the environmental 
review process, as well as FTA’s New Starts funding program.  

In order to complete the environmental review process, the FTA intends to issue a single Final 
EIS (FEIS) and Record of Decision (ROD) document pursuant to Moving Ahead for Progress in 
the 21st Century Act (MAP-21) Section 1319 Accelerated Decisionmaking in Environmental 
Reviews, unless FTA determines statutory criteria or practicability considerations preclude a 
combined document. The FEIS/ROD would respond to comments received on the DEIS, include 
the LPA selected for the Project, and state the environmental findings and mitigation 
requirements.  
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Shore Line (55L) between Dyer and
Hammond, indiana. Additionally. the
Project would operate on about 15 miles
of existing Bill. and Moira Elation
District's [MED] line to the Millennium
Station in downtown Chicago.
Alternating: to ho umsidored include a
No Build. Commuter Rail. and auroral
design options [or lire latter in terms of
mute alignment. station locations.

maintenance tacility sites. and “stride
mode, Mom information can he found
on the Proioct's Web site at: hflp:.|'.|'
www.m'ctdwesflokecom.

“an EIS will he prepared in
accordarrrar with regulations
implouwnfing the National
Envimnmunlal Fulit. Act [NEPAL as
wall as provisiom 0 Moving Ahead for
Ptograss in the 2m Contmy Act l'lrtrtP—
21]. The purpose oilhis notice is to alert
interested parties regarding F'l'A's plan
to propane the BIS: profido information
on the nature of the proposed Proiocl'.
solicit public and agency in ut
regarding the scope of tho including
the prolect's purpose and need.
alternatives to he considered. and the
impacts to be araiualed; and announce
that public and agorrcy scoping meetings
will be conducted. This input will be
used to assist decision makers in
dotarmlnln eternally preferred
alternative at)!” and preparing a Draft
Environmental Impact Statement UJEIS}.
If the No Build alternative is eliminated.
an LPA will be selected and the proiecl
sponsors will request permission from
WA to enter into Proiect Development
p9: uiremenls of It? U.S.C. 5309. The
Final uironmonta] impact Statement
[F315] and Record oi Decision [ROD]
would he issued afirr the proinct has
entered Pmiact DevelopmenL FTh
intends to issue a single FEIS and ROI}
document pornuanl to MAP-21 Section
1319 requirements. unless F'I'A
data-mines statutory criteria or
profitability considerations preclude
issuanur oi the combined document
pursuant to Section rare.

Dates. Times and locations: A public
scoping meeting to present information
no comments on the study will
be held on Tuesday. October 23. 2014
from 5:30 p.m_ to 3:30 pm. in The
Center [or Visual and Performing Arts.
1010 Ridge Road. Munster. IN 15321.

Comparabiy. an hooragency scopi
meeting for federal. state. mgronal an
load mourns and regulatory agencies
will he held on Tuesday. (ktohnr 23.
mm from zoo pm. to 1:00 pm. in The
(Denier [or Visual and Periorming Arts.
rote Ridge Road. Munster. IN seam.
Appropriate agencies that may have an
inlnmst in this pminct. or have a
polemial interest in humming a
participating agoncy. will be notified :1"
the meeting through separate direct
on ndonco.

The uilcling used [or the meetings is
amassihln to persons with disabilities.
Any person who requires special
essrstanm. torch as a language
interpreter. should mutant tho N'l-CI'D
West Latte Corridor Pruinct at 219-250-
ZQZD at least so hours before the
meeting.
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Confluent Duo Date: Written
comments on the purpose and need for
the prrpesed improvemrmts. and the
scopeelalterualivns and impacts to ho
considered should be sent to NltL'I'D
W951 Lake {lorrider l—lreiect via any of
the method: outlined in the Addresses
section below, on or before Tuesday.
November 11. 2014.
anemones: Written cements on the
see of the EIS should be sent to:
N1 West Lake [bolder Proiecl. 33
East ILS. Highway 12. Chesterton. W
1630!: via email at projeclnmnile
niddncsrlulreccm: or on the proiect‘s
Welt site at https’!
unreaciddrmstieimromfcomment-
culinniri'ml.

Additional information: Contact Mark
Assam. Environmental Protedion
Specialist. Fondue} Transit
Administration. Region 5. 2m W.
Adams Street. Suite 320. Chicago. [L
60506. 312—3534970. martesmmfl
danger.
mamWON-IT“:

l. Protect Boatyard
The concept of providing more direct

accrue to transit in central. southern.
and western Lake County has been
considered [or more than 25 years in
regional transportation studies. its early
in Hull]. the Northwestern Indiana
Regional Planning Commission {NIRPC}
released a study that identified a South
Shem extension as a potentially viable
means to expand mass transit in the
region. Since that time. multiple
evaluations have occurred. In 2011 .
NIC'I'U's West Lake Fflflidur Stud}r
concluded that a rail-based service
between the Munsterillyer area and
Metro's Millennium Station in
Donortown Chirago would best meet
inlraregtonal public transportation
needs of the stud}r area. In lune 2014.
NICI'D released its JED-Year Strategic
Business Hun. whichhj lighted the
importance oi the West Cen'idoc

11- 5mm
The ETA and NICK} will undertaken

seeping prom-ts for the Pmiect that will
allow the public and intone-ted agencies
to comment on the scope of the
environmental review process. NEPA
seeping has specific objectives to
identify the significant environmental
issq associated with alternatlves to he
examined in detail. while also limiting
consideration ofissues that am not truly
si illcunt. its such. the PTA and
hi C'l'll invite all interested individuals
and organisation public agencim. and
Native American tribes to comment on
the scope oi the EIS. including the

proioct‘e purpose and need, alternatives
to he studied. impacts to be evaluated.
and evaluation methods to he used.
III. Purpose and Need for Perrier:

NIC'l'D's existing 35L provides a vital
transportation link that connects
Northwest ludiann tn Chime and Cool:
County. Illinois. NICID is prop-ed um
Protect as a branch extension of the L
route to reach high-growth areas in Lake
away. Indiana. The I'mirrct would
expand NIClD’s service carver-ego
between Northwest Indiana and the
Chicago region. improve mobility and
aomnibility. and stimulate local iub
creation and economic development
opportunities for Lake County.
Specifically. the Proioct is intended to:

0 Serve
high-growth

areas in central.
southern. an western late County.
Indiana

I Conveniently connect more
Northwest Indiana residents to
downtown Chicago inhs and major
activity centers

t Establish a solid modal altrl'native
between the two metropolitan sub-
mgions other than drivirn;

I Lower commuting travel times and
tars-ts

. increase NlClD system ridership

. Promote economic development
opportunities

In Create local labs in Northwest
Indiana

I Attract and retain families and
yururgur residents

0 Providea valued transportation
asset for use by all Northwest Indiana
msidmts
IV. Alt-mains

The [-35 for the Project wit evaluate
a Ne Build Alternative and a Commuter
Rail Alternative. The two alternatives
are described at folkaws:

No Build Altenratiw:‘l‘he No Build
Alternative is defined as the existing
hampnrtation system. plus any
committed trans ortation improvements
included in NI '5 2040
Gampmhou sive Regional Plan. It would
not include a mains transit investment
in the West Lake Corridor. As such. the
No Build Alternative serves as the
NEPA baseline against which the
environmental effects of the proposed
proiect are measured.

Cam In liter Rail Alternator: The
Commuter Rail Alternative Would
include an approxima 9-mlle
southern extension of N! ’5 existing
59L between Dyer and Hammond.
Indiana. The proiect would involve new
hard: improvements along the existing
[EX Transportation and former Mona:
railroad corridors. with a flyover lo the
existing 85L in Hammond. Four

otential stations vroulcl he included at
ouster-Myer Main Stunt, Munster

Fisheri-tfith Sheets. South Hammond.
and Downtown Hammad. A
maintenance Eanillt would ahm he
needed to store an malnurin the
vehicles. Trains on the new Praia-ct
branch line would connect with the
existing SSL and ultimately the MEI!
line to the north. rovidi new transit
service between _ and he's
Millennium Station in Downtown
Chic 0. and as such. core Lapac'it
impriadivements to the existing Malline
and Millennium Station may be

uh‘ud to auaommodate the Proiect.
we alignment design 0 tions are

also being considered for o Pmiect.
including a possible extension to SL
John. Indiana on the southern and. and
another along the Indiana Harbor Belt
Kensington Branch through Calumet
City, Bumham. and Chicago. Illinois on
the nudhem and. Design lines for
four other possible station lions and
three potential maintenance t‘acili't},r
sites are also be' studied. Vehicle
mode options in rule Electric Heavy
Iilail. Diesel Heat? Rail. and Combined
Eloda'idfl‘iesnl Hail. The Pmiect route
alignment. station lcrcatiuns.
maintenance [acility sites.and vehicle
mode will he further refined during the
environmental review process. working
in close consultation with the public.
agencies. and key stakeholders.
V. ProbableWool Impacts
let Analysis

The PTA and NICTD will evaluate
each alternative for signifirant social.
economic. and environmental impacts.
Anticipated primary resource topics
include: Transportation. land use.
socioeconomic: and economic
development. pat-Hands and trails.
ne horhoods and community
incl ities. envirorunmrtal iustioe, noise
and vibration. hazardous materials.
ecosystems. water resotrrces. and short-
tenn construction impacts. The EIS will
also address displacements and
relocnllons. historic and archaeological
resources. visual uality. vegetation.
farmlands. air quglity. and energy. 11w
potential ' In those resources will
be evaluated both for the short-term
(manhuntion period and Ioaor-cn
operation of each alternative. In
addition. indirect and cumulative
clients of the proposed pnriect will be
identified. Measures to avoid or
minimize and mitigate project impact:
will he developed. as needed.
V]. ETA Honduran

The F'l'fit. and mm will rzottllgll].r
with applicable [adore] environmental
laws. regulations. and executive orders
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during the environmental review
process. These requirements include.
but are not limited to. the regulations of
the Council on Environmental Quality
implementing NEPA [4-0 CFR Parts
1500—1508] and FTA's Regulations on
Environmental impact and Related
Procedures {23 CFR Part 771). The PTA
and NICTD will also comply with the
requirements of the US. Environmental
Protection Agency’s air quality
conformity regulations {40 CFR part 93].
Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990.
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.
Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act. Section 7 of the
Endangered Species Act. Section 4(fl of
the US. Department of Transportation
Act. Executive Order 11938 on
Flood plain Management. Executive
Order 11090 on Wetlands. Executive
Order 12898 on Environmental Iustice,
and DOT Order 5610.2la) on
Environmental Iustice.

Under a Commuter Rail scenario,
N'lCTD intends to seek federal funding
for the Project under FTA's New Starts
program. The New Starts program
involves a multi-year, multi-step
process. including completion of the
environmental review procedures,
which project sponsors must traverse
before funding is approved. The steps in
the New Starts process and basic
requirements of the funding program
can be found on F'TA’s Web site at
www.fie.dot.gov.

VII. Paperwork Reduction

The Paperwork Reduction Act seeks.
in part. to minimize the cost to the
taxpayer of the creation, collection,
maintenance. use, dissemination, and
disposition of information. Consistent
with this goal and with principles of
economy and efficiency in government.
it is F'I'A policy to limit insofar as
possible distribution of complete
printed sets of NEPA documents.
Accordingly, unless a specific request
for a complete hardcopy of the NEPA
document is received before it is
printed. PTA and its grant applicants
will distribute only electronic versions
of the NEPA document. A complete
copy of the environmental document
will be available for review at the grant
applicant's offices; an electronic copy of
the complete environmental document
will be available on the grant applicant's
Project Web site at
mtwnicfdwestl'ukerom.
Marisol E. saman.
RegionalAdmin istrotor.
I'FRDDG. 2014—23243 Filed 9—29—11:B:45 are!

m CODE P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Pipeline and Hazardous “medals
Satety Admlnlau-etlon
[Doom No. ”Ilsa-201W

Pipeline Stately: Request tor Revision
ot 1: Previously Approved Inlornwllon
Collectlon: Naflonel Pipeline Mapping
System Program

iGENCY: Pipeline and Hazardous
Materials Safety Administration
[PHMSA], DOT.
ACTION: Notice and request for
comments; extension of comment
period.

SUIIIIAH‘I: On July 30. 2014, [79 FR
44246] PHMSA published a notice and
request for comments in the Federal
Register titled: “Pipeline Safety:
Request for Revision of a Previously
Approved Information Collection:
National Pipeline Mapping System
[NPMS] Program (OMB Control No.
2137—0596}” seeking cements on
proposed changes to the NPMS data
collection. Pl-fMSA has received a
request to extend the comment period in
order to provide more time to evaluate
the proposed revisions. PHMSA is
extending the comment period from
September 29. 2014, to December 1.
2014.
DATES: The closing date for filing
comments is extended from September
20. 2014. until December 1 . 2014.
AWES: You may submit comments
identified by Docket No. PI-IMSA—ZDM—
0092 through one of the following
methods:

I Federol elluiemaking Portal: http:/f
mw.regulelr'ons.gov. Follow the online
instructions for submitting comments.

I Fax: 202—403—2251
I Mail or Hand Delivery: Docket

Management Facility. US. Department
of Transportation. 1200 New lersey
Avenue SE, West Building. Room W12.—
140. Washington. DC 20590. between
9:00 am. and 5:00 p.m., Monday
through Friday. except on Federal
holidays.

I instructions: Identify the docket
number. PHMSA—ZD‘I 4—0092. at the
beginning of your comments. Note that
all comments received will be posted
without change to http:/I
www.mgulutr'onsgov. including any
personal information provided. You
should know that anyone is able to
search the electronic form of all
comments received in any of our
dockets by the name of the individual
submitting the comment (or signing the
comment. ifsubmitted on behalf of an
association. business. labor union. etc].

Therefore. you may want to review
DOT's complete Privacy Act Statement
in the Federal Register published on
April 11. 2000 [65 FR 19477]. Dl‘ visit
http://www. regulations.gov before
submitting any such comments.

I Docket: For access to the docket or
to read background documents or
comments. go to http:/l
nuwrcgul'utionsgov at any ti me or to
Room W12—140 on the ground level of
DDT's West Building, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE., Washington. DC, between
9:00 am. and 5:00 p.m.. Monday
through Friday. except Federal holidays.
If you wish to receive confirmation of
receipt of your written comments.
please include a self-addressed.
stamped postcard with the following
statement: “Comments on: PHMSA—
2014—0092." The Docket Clerk will date
stamp the postcard prior to returning it
to you via the US. mail. Please note that
due to delays in the delivery of US.
mail to Federal offices in Washington.
DC, we recommend that persons
consider an alternative method
[intemet. fax. or professional delivery
service] of submitting continents to the
docket and ensuring their timely receipt
at DOT.
FOR FURTHER INFOHIATION WET:
Amy Nelson. GIS Manager, Program
Development Division. U.S. Department
of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE, Washington. DC 20590. by
phone at 202—493—0591 or email at
nmymclscnfldotgov.
SWPLEIIENTAHY ”OPINION: On luly
30. 2014. (79 FR 44246} PHMSA
published a notice and request for
comments on the proposed changes to
the NPMS data collection. The NPMS is
a geospatial dataset that contains
information about PHMSA-regulated gas
transmission pipelines. hazardous
liquid pipelines, and hazardous liquid
lowstress gathering lines. The NPMS
also contains data layers for all liquefied
natural gas plants and a partial dataset
of PHMSA-regulated breakout tanks.
Pl-lMSA is proposing to expand the
collection of this data to include more
detailed information on several data
elements.

On September 4. 2014, the American
Gas Association [ABA] requested
PHM SA extend the comment period by
30 days. AGA supported their request
stating that. within the notice. PHMSA
outlines thirty-one different pipeline
attributes that are requested in a
geospetial format specified by PHMSA
and that a 60-day comment period does
not allow ACA. or its operators. time to
fully evaluate the burden associated
with meeting Pl-lMSA's proposal. ACA
also stated that the additional time

‘1”)
emon cannon:
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Postcard Mailer/Process 
 
The following protocol was followed for the Scoping Notification postcard mailer to project 
corridor residences and businesses. 
 

1. The project study area map was utilized as an overlay to the mailing house mapping 
system.  The resulting coverage map was extended ½-mile east and west of the project 
alignment. 
 

2. The resultant postal delivery count for business and residences was 20,202.  Eliminating 
vacancy registrations from the project mailing resulted in a final count of 19,456.  An 
additional 243 addresses were provided from the project database.  This provided a final 
mail total of 19,699 delivered in the Project study area. 
 

3. The postcard layout utilized a 4.25” X 6” card.  The copy utilized follows as a Save The 
Date invitation for meeting attendance by the public.  For postal efficiency, the presort 
standard rate (drop ship option) was utilized.  This allowed for mail arrival by priority mail 
at a 3 digit distribution facility with delivery expected within four days of receipt.  Mailing 
was executed by October 6, 2014 to be received by October 13, 2014, which 
represented the beginning of the scoping period on October 13, 2014. 
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Newspaper Advertisement/ 
Documentation 

Sun Times Media Sun-
Times Media South 
Certificate of Publication 

 
0000855659-01 
NICTD West Lake Corridor Project Scoping Notification 
Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District (NICTD), in cooperation with 
the Federal Transit Administration (FTA), is evaluating a potential southern 
extension of the South Shore Line to high growth areas in Lake County that will 
more conveniently connect Northwest Indiana to the Chicago region. As part of 
this process, a 30-day scoping period will be conducted from October 13 to 
November 11, 2014, and a Public Scoping Meeting will be held on October 28, 
2014 from 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM at the Center for Visual and Performing Arts, East 
Ballroom, 1040 Ridge Road, Munster, IN 46321.  The meeting will inform the 
public and receive public Input regarding the project’s scope, purpose and need, 
and potential environmental Issues. Any person who requires special assistance 
at the meeting should call our West Lake automated comment line at 219-250-
2920 at least 48 hours before the meeting. During the scoping period, the public 
may submit comments at the meeting, on line at www.nictdwestlake.com, via 
email at project email @nictdwestlake.com, or call our automated comment line 
219-250- 2920. For more information about the project, visit the project website 
at www.nictdwestlake.com.  Comments must be submitted by November 11, 
2014. 
 
Gerald R. Hanas 
General Manager 10/6/14 
#855659 HSPAXLP 
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NICTD West Lake Corridor Project 
Newspaper Meeting Announcement – Scoping Notification 
September 25, 2014 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District (NICTD), in cooperation with the Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA), is evaluating a potential southern extension of the South Shore Line to high growth 
areas in Lake County that will more conveniently connect Northwest Indiana to the Chicago region. As part of 
this process, a 30-day scoping period will be conducted from October 13 to November 11, 2014, and a Public 
Scoping Meeting will be held on October 28, 2014 from 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM at the Center for Visual and 
Performing Arts, East Ballroom, 1040 Ridge Road, Munster, IN 46321. The meeting will inform the public and 
receive public input regarding the project’s scope, purpose and need, and potential environmental issues. Any 
person who requires special assistance at the meeting should call our West Lake automated comment line at 
219-250-2920 at least 48 hours before the meeting. 
 
During the scoping period, the public may submit comments at the meeting, on line at 
www.nictdwestlake.com, via email at project.email@nictdwestlake.com, or call our automated comment line 
219-250-2920. For more information about the project, visit the project website at www.nictdwestlake.com. 
Comments must be submitted by November 11, 2014. 
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Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District (NICTD), in cooperation with the Federal
Transit Administration {PTA}. is evaluating a potential southern extension of the South Shore Line
to high growth areas in Lake County that will more conveniently connect Northwest Indiana to the
Chicago area. As part of this process, a 30—day scoping period will be conducted from October 13
to November 11. 2014, and a Public Scoping Meeting will be held:

When: October 28. 2014

Where: Center for Visual and Performing Arts, East Ballroom
1040 Ridge Road, Munster, IN 46321

Time: 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM

The purpose of the scoping period and meeting is to inform the public about the West Lake
Corridor Project and receive public. input regarding the project's scope, purpose and need. and
potential environmentai issues.

The facility used for the scoping meeting is accessible to persons with disabilities. Any person who
requires special assistance, such as a language interpreter, should call our West Lake automated
comment line at 219—250—2920 at least 48 hours before the meeting.

‘rou may submit comments at the meeting, on line at www.mctdwestiaketom by e-mail at
proiect.emailfiinictdwestlakexom, or call our automated comment line 219-250-2920. You can
also mail your comments to: NICTD West Lake Corridor Project, 33 East LLB. Highway 12,
Chesterton. W 46304.

Comments must be submitted by November 11, 2:114.

the “on”: process us being cor-awed an compliance wnhthe Plato-til Emvromnemal Policy Action Semen 1436 olthe
Nmiml Historic Wesewauo-n Act to! “an“! resources.

‘1‘”)
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NEWS 8. IIIIII'I'ES
Scoping Notification

You are invited to mark your calendar and join us.

Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District (NICTD), in cooperation with the Federal Transit
Administration {FTA}, is evaluating a potential southern extension of the South Shore Line to high
growth areas in Lake County that will more conveniently connect Northwest Indiana to the Chicago
region. As part of this process, a 30—day scoping period will be conducted from October 13 to
November 11, 2014, and a Public Scoping Meeting will be held:

1when: October 23, 2014

Where' The Center for 1v'isual and Performing Arts, East Ballroom' 1040 Ridge Road, Munster, Indiana 46321

Time: 6:30 PM to 3:30 PM

The purpose of the scoping period and meeting is to inform the public about the West Lake Corridor
Project and receive public input regarding the project's scope, purpose and need, and potential
environmental issues.

The facility used for the meeting is accessible to persons with disabilities. Any person who requires
special assistance, such as a language interpreter, should call our West Lake automated comment line
at 219-250—2920 at toast 43 hours before the meeting.

During the scoping period, the public may submit comments at the scoping meeting, on line at
www.nictdwestlake.com, via email at pm‘ectemailflnictdwestlake.com, or call our automated
comment line 219-250-2920. You can also mail your comments to: NICTD West Lake Corridor Project,
33 East U.S. Highway 12, Chesterton, IN 46304.

Comments must be submitted by November 11, 2014.

The scoping process is being conducted in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act for historic resources.

NICTD
33 East US Highway 12
Chesterton, IN 46304

Automated Phone: 219—250—2920
E-Mail: projectxmailflnicbdwestlakexom
Web Site: www.nictdwestlake.com

Don't forget to add projectemailfinictdwestlakecom to your address book so we'll be sure to land in
your inbox!

Privag: Polig;
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Scoping Summary Repon‘

NEWS 8. IPII'I'ES
The materials from the NlCTD West Lake Project, Agency and Pubiic Scoping Meetings, held October 28,
2014 are now posted on theW,for your reference. As a reminder, your scoping
comments are due by November 11, 2014, to be documented in the scoping period. Thank you for your
interest in this project.

The scoping process is being conducted in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act for historic resources.

NICTD
33 56's! US Highway 12
Chesterton, IN 46304

Automated "WE: iii-M
E-Maii: u;- .-,15. ‘11.; 1 AM; Air: t
Web Site: www.nictdwestlake.com

Don't
nfoget

to add projectemoilonictdwestlakmoom to your address book so we'll be sure to land in
your i x!

(n)
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NIED
News Release

For Immediate Release
September 26, 2014

The Nortl'iern Indiana Commuter Trmsporlluon District [Hm] Enter: NEPA Soopir‘ Period
for the West lake Corridor Project

NICTD Announces Public Scoping Meeting on October 28, 2014

CHESTERTON, m... NICTD, in cooperation with the Federal Transit Administration (FM). has initiated the
environmental review process for the West Lake Corridor Project in cornpiiance with the National
Environmental Poiicy Act (NEDA). NICTD is proposing the West Lake Corridor Project as a southern
extension of the South Shore Line to reach high growth areas in central, southern, and western Lake
County. The project would expand NiCTD's service coverage between Norfiiwest Indiana and the
Chicago region, improve mobility and accessibflitv, and stimulate local job creation and economic
develooment opportunities for Lake County.

The purpose of the environmental review process is to promote Informed decision~malung by
considering the potential environmental and social impacts of the project. It is structured to encourage
participation between government officials, agendas. private businasa, and citizens. NICTD must
complete the environmental review process to receive potential federal funding for the project.

Scoping is the first step in the environmental review process under NEPA. It is an eady and open process
for the public and agencies to provide input on the project scope. purpose and need, and potential
environmental issues. A 30-day scoping period will be conducted from October 13 to November 11.
2014. During this time period. a public scoping meeting wili be held on October 28. 2015 from 6:30 PM
to 8:30 PM at the Center for Visual and Performing Arts. 1040 Ridge Road. Munster, IN 46321. The
public and interested stakeholders are encouraged to attend. The public can submit comments at the
meeting. on line at www.nictdwestlake.com by email at projectemailenictdwestiakecom, or call our
automated comment line 219-250-2920. Written comments can also be mailed to: NICTD West Lake
Corridor Project. 33 East U.S. Highway 12, Chesterton, IN 46304. Comments must be Submitted by
November IL 2014.

Mark 'I'agelski, NICI’D Board Chaim'ian stated, ”this evaluation represents a unique opportunity to
improve Indiana’s acms to Chicago and enhance our regional economy . This is the first step in a multi—
vear effort to secure federai funding for West Lake. "

Media Contact:
John Parsons
Project Manager
Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District
jot-mpg rsonsflnigdxgm
219-926- 5744 ext 204

Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District, 33 East U.S. Highway 12, Chesterton, mi 16304

0T,
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Department Imam. mam. Sm“ 320of Transportation Mladgan, aroma. Ghlcngo. IL Guano-5253
Federal Transit om. wumnsrn massacres
Administration arz-ooeoasr {lax}

September 29, 2i] i 4

Colonel Christopher T. Drew
Commander and District Engineer
United States Anny Corps of Engineers
] I I North Canal Street, Suite 600
Chicago, IL 60606

RE: Invitation to be a Cooperating Agency in the Environmental Review Process for the West
Lake Corridor Project. Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Illinois

Dear Colonel Drew:

The Federal Transit Administration (F’I‘A) in cooperation with the Northern Indiana Commuter
Transportation District (NICI‘D) is initiating an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the
West Lake Corridor Project (Project) in Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Illinois in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). PTA is the lead agency and
NICTD is tlrejoint lead agency and Project sponsor. This letter invites your agency to he a
Cooperating Agency in the ElS process for the Project.

NlCTD’s existing South Shore Litre (SSL) provides a vital transportation link that connects
Northwest Indiana to Chicago and Cool: County, Illinois. The proposed Project is an extension of
the SSI. route to reach high-growth areas in central, southern, and wostcm Lalo: County, Indiana.
The Project would expand NICI‘D's service coverage, improve mobility and accessibility, and
stimulate local job creation and economic development opportunities for Lake County.

The proposed Project for analysis in the EIS would include an appmximately 9-mile southem
extension of NlC'FlJ’s existing SSL between Dyer and Hammond, Indiana. The project Would
involve new track improvements along the oxistitg CSX 't'rurrsporlation and former Morton railroad
corridors. with a tlyorrer to the existing SS]. in Hammond. Four potential stations would be
included at Munsten’Dyc-r Main Street, Munster Fisher/45th Streets, South Ilanunorrd, and
Downtown Hammond. A maintenance facility would also be needed to store and maintain the
vehicles. Trains on the new Project branch line would connect with the existing SSL and ultimately
the Metro Electric District‘s (MED) line to the north, providing new transit service {acumen Dyer
and Metro‘s Millcrmium Station in Downtown Chicago.
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RE: Invitation to be a Cooperating Agency in the Environmental Review Process for the West Lake
Corridor Project, Lake County, lndiana and Cool: County, Illinois

To facilitate this, core capacity improvements to the existing MED line and Millennium Station
may be required to accommodate the Project. Two alignment design options are also being
considered for the Proiect, including a possible extension to St. John, Indiana on the southern end,
and another along the Indiana Harbor Belt Kensington Branch through Calumet City, Bnrnharn, and
Chicago, Illinois on the northern end.

The Project route alignment, station locations, and maintenance facility will he further refined
during the envircrunental review process, working in close consultation with the public, agencies,
and key stakeholders. A map of the major Project components and the study area is provided as an
attachment.

In accordance with Title 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 1501.6 and 23 CPR 7'71.1 1 1(d),
your agency has been identified as one that hasjurisdiction in this proposed Project due to the
potential need to cross multiple 1waterways along the corridor. Accordingly, you are being
extended this invitation to serve as a Cooperating Agency in the EIS process. As a Cooperating
Agency, you would be requested to provide the following regarding development of the Project
EIS:

' I Meaningful input on the methodologies and level oFdetall required by your agency to
evaluate impacts to your resourcc(s);

Ir Participation in coordination meetings, andtor field visits, as appropriate;
- Timely reviews and comments on the NEPA documents that explain the views and concerns

of your agency on the adequacy of the document, anticipated impacts and mitigation; and
u Identification of the impacts and important issues to be addressed in the E13 pertaining to the

intersection of the Project alternatives with the resourcc{s) in yourjurisdiction.

If your agency does not wish to be a Cooperating Agency, you will have the opportunity to
become a Participating Agency. Ifyou elect not to become either a Cooperating Agency or a
Participating Agency, the FTA respectfully requests that you decline this invitation in writing
indicating that your agency is tunable to provide the degree of involvement requested or has other
program connnitments precluding any involvement in the EIS process. Your response may be
transmitted electronically to Mark Assam of our staff at markussarngrfldot.gov.

The PTA and NICTD greatly appreciate your input, and we invite you to an Agency Scoping
Meeting for the Project as follows:

Tuesday, October 28, 2014, 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM
The Center for Visual and Performing Arts

1040 Ridge Road, Munster, ]N 46321

in addition, we invite you to attend the Public Scoping Meeting For the Project at 6:30 PM to
3:30 PM on the same date and location. In order to give your agency adequate opportunity to
weigh the relevance of your participation as either a Cooperating Agency or Participating
Agency in this cnviroruncntal review process, written response to this invitation is not due until
the end of the scoping period on Tuesday, November 11, 2014.
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RE: Invitation to be a Cooperating Agency in the Environmental Review Process for the West Lake
Corridor Project, Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Illinois

If you have additional questions, please contact Mark Assam, PTA Environmental Protection:
Specialist, at 312-353-4070 or mark.assamtrtldotgov. Thank you for your cooperation and interest
in the West Lake Corridor Project.

Sincerely,

Sigh/LO
Marisol R. Sim'
Regional Administrator

Enclosure: West Lake Corridor Project Stud)r Area

Cc: Mark Assam, PTA Region 5
Reginald Arkell, PTA Region 5
John Parsons, NICTD Director of Marketing and Planning
Lisa lves, West Lake Corridor Project Manager
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0
U.S. Department REGION v 200 West Adams Street_ Illinois, Indiana. Suite 3200" TraflSPOrfatlon Michigan. Minnesota. Chicago, IL eases-5253Federal Transit Ohlo,WisocnsIn 312-353~2789
Administration 312198543“ ““3

September 29, 2014

Laurence Hasvold, Regional Administrator
Federal Railroad Administration, Region 4
200 West Adams Street, Suite 310
Chicago, IL 60606

RE: Imitation to be a Cooperating Agency in the Environmental Review Process for the West
Lake Corridor Project, Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Illinois

Dear M1: Hasvold:

The Federal Transit Administration (PTA) in Cooperation with the Northern Indiana Commuter
Transportation District (NICTD) is initiating an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the
West Lake Corridor Project (Project) in Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, lllirrois in
accordance with the National Envirornnental Policy Act (NEPA). PTA is the lead agency and
NICTD is the joint lead agency and Project sponsor. This letter invites your agency to be a
Cooperating Agency in the EIS process for the Project.

NICTD’s existing South Shore Line (SSL) provides a vital tran3portation link that corurccts
Northwest Indiana to Chicago and Cook County, lllirrois. The proposed Project is an extension of
the SSL route to reach high—growth areas in central, southern, and Western Lake County, Indiana.
The Project would expand NlC'l‘D’s service coverage, improve mobiiity and accessibility, and
stimulate local job creation and economic development opportunities for Lake County.

The proposed Proieet for analysis in the EIS would include an approximately 9~miie southern
extension ofNIC'I'D’S existing SSL between Dyer and Hammond, Indiana. The Project would
involve new track improvements along the existing CSX Transportation and former Monon railroad
corridors, with a flyover to the existing ESL in Hammond. Four potential stations would be
included at MirnstertDyer Main Street, Munster FisherMSth Streets, South Hammond, and
Downtown Hammond. A maintenance facility would also be needed to stone and maintain the '
vehicles. Trains on the new Project branch line would connect with the existing SSL and ultimately
the Metra Electric District’s (MED) line to the north, providing new transit service between Dyer
and Metro’s Millennium Station in Downtown Chicago. To facilitate this, core capacity
improvements to the existing MED line and Millennium Station may be required to accommodate
the Project.
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RE: ]nvitation to be a Cooperating Agency in the Environmental Review Process forthe West Lake
Corridor Project, Lake County, lndiarra and Cook County, Illinois

Two alignment design options are also being considered for the Project, including a possible
extension to St. John, Indiana on the southern end, and another along the Indiana Harbor Belt
Kensirrgton Branch through Calumet City, Burnham, and Chicago, Illinois on the northern end.

Tire Project route alignment, station locations, and maintenance facility will be further refined
during the envirormrental review process, Working in close consultation with the public, agencies,
and key stakeholders. A map ofthc major Project components and the study area is provided as an
attachment.

ln accordanco with Title 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 1501.6 and 23 CFR 771.1 1 l{d),
yotrr agency has been identified as one that has jurisdiction in this proposed Project due to the
utilization ofan existing active freight rail corridor. Accordingly, you are being extended this
invitation to serve as a Cooperating ifirrgenc},r ill the EIS process. As a Cooperating Agency, you
would be requested to provide the following regarding development of the Project E13:

0 Meaningful input on the methodologies and level ofdetail required by your agency to
evaluate impacts to your resonrcets};

- Participation in coordination meetings, andlor field visits, as appropriate;
'l'imely reviews and comments on the NEPA documents that explain the views and concerns
ofyour agency on the adequacy of the document, anticipated impacts and mitigation; and

I Identification of the impacts and important issues to be addressed in the EIS pertaining to the
intersection of the Project alternatives with the resourcets) in your jurisdiction.

if your agency dues not wish to be a Cooperating Agency, you will have the opportunity to
become a Participating Agency. If you elect not to become either a Cooperating Agency or a
Participating Agency, the FTA respectfully requests that you decline this invitation in writing
indicating that your agency is unable to provide the degree of involvement requested or has other
program conunitments precluding any involvement in the EIS process. Your response may be
transmitted electronically to Mark Assam ofour staff at matricassatntrgdotg'ov.

Tire FTA and NICTD greatly appreciate your input, and we invite you to an Agency Scoping
Meeting for the Project as Follows:

Tuesday, October 28, 2014, 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM
The Center for Visual and Performing Arts

1040 Ridge Road, Munster, IN 46321

in addition, we invite you to attend the Public Scoping Meeting for the Project at 6:30 PM to
8:30 PM on the same date and location. In order to give your agency adequate opportunity to
weigh the relevance ofyour participation as either a Cooperating Agency or Participating
Agency in this envirornnental review process, written response to this invitation is not due until
the end of the scoping period on Tuesday, November 11, 2014.
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RE: Invitation to be a Cooperating Agency in the Environmental Review Process for the West Lake
Corridor Project, Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Illinois

Ifyou have additional questions, please contact Mark Assam, PTA Environmental Protection
ISpeeialist, at 312-353-4070 or mark._assarn(rQdot.go_. “tankyou for your cooperation and interest
in the West Lake Corridor Project.

Sincerely,

Marisol RSimjn€
Regional Administrator

Enclosure: West Lake Corridor Project Study Area

Cc: Mark Assam, FTA Region 5
Reginald Arkell, FTA Region 5
John Parsons, NICTD Director ofMarketing and Planning
Lisa Ives, West Lake Corridor Project Manager
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Sample Participating Agency Letter

0
_ . D an REGIONV 200 West Adams StreetU S epartm, t

Illinois. lndlana, Suite 320of Transportation Michigan, Minnesota, cnicagmt. cocoa-e253Federal Transit Ohio. Wisconsln 312-353-2T39
Administration 312-336-0351 (fax)

October 1 , 2014

Michelle Markiewicz Quaikinbush
Mayor
City ofCalumet City
204 Pulaski Road
Calumet City, IL 60406

RE: Invitation to be a Participating Agency in the Environmental Review Process for the West
Lake Corridor Project, Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Illinois

Dear Michelle Markiewicz Qualkinbush:

The Federal Transit Administration (PTA) in cooperation with the Northern Indiana Commuter
Transportation District (NICTD) is initiating an Environmental Impact Statement {EIS} for the
West Lake Corridor Project (Project) in Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Illinois in
accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). FTA is the lead agency and
NICTD is the joint lead agency and Project sponsor. This letter invites your agency to be a
Participating Agency in the BIS process for the Project.

NiCTD‘s existing South Shore Line (SSL) provides a vital transportation link that connects
Northwest Indiana to Chicago and Cook County, Illinois. The proposed Project is an extension of
the SSI. route to reach high-growth areas in central, southern, and western Lake County, lndiana.
The Project wotdd expand NICTD’S service coverage, improve mobility and accessibility, and
stimulate local job' creation and economic development opportunities for Lake County.

The proposed Project for analysis in the EIS Would include an approximately 9~mile southern
extension ot‘NICTD’s existing SSL between Dyer and Hammond, Indiana. The project would
involve new track improvements along the existing CSX TmnsPortation and former Motion railroad
corridors, with a flyover to the existing ESL in Hammond. Four potential stations would be
included at Munster/Dyer Main Street, Munster Fisher/45m Streets, South Hammond, and
Downtown Hammond. A maintenance facility would also be needed to store and maintain the
vehicles. Trains on the new Project branch line would connect with the existing SSL and ultimately
the Metro Electric District’s (MED) line to the north, providing new transit service between Dyer
and Metro’s Millennium Station in Downtown Chicago.
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RE: invitation to be a Participating Agency in the airomtcntal Review Process for the West Lake
Corridor Project, Lake County. lndiana and Cook County. lllinois

To faciiitatc this, core capacity improvements to the existing MED line and Millennium Station
may he required to accommodate the Project. Two alignment design options are also being
considered for the Project, including a possible extension to St. John, lndinna on the southem end,
and another along the Indiana Harbor Belt Kcnsington Branch through Calumet City, Burnitant, and
Chicago. Illinois on the northern end.

The Project route alignment, station locations, and maintenance facility will be further refined
during the environmental review process, working in close consultation with the public, agencies.and ltcy stakeholders. A map of the Junior Project components and the study area is provided as an
attachment.

In accordance will: Title 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 15m .6 and 23 CPR 771.1 l 1t,the urn invites your organization to he a Participating Agency during the EIS process. As aParticipating Agency, you would be requested to provide the following regarding development
of the Project 518:

I Participation in coordination meetings, and/or field visits, as appropriate; and
II Identification of the impacts and important issues to be addressed in the EIS pertaining to the

intersection of the Project alternatives with the msourcc(s) in your jurisdiction.

if your agency does not wish to be c Participating Agency, the FTA respectfully requests thatyou decline this invitation in writing indicating that your agency has nojurisdiction or authority
with respect to the Project; has no expertise or information relevant to the Project; and does notintend to submit cmnments on the Project. Your response may be transmitted electronically to
Mark Assam ofour stafl'nt markessamtiglot.gov.

The FFA and NICTD greatly appreciate your input, and we invite you to an Agency Scoping
Meeting for the Project as follows:

Tuesday, October 28, 20”. 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM
The Center for Visual and Performing Arts

1040 Ridge Road, Munster. TN 46321

in addition, we invite you to attend the Public Scoping Meeting for the Project at 6:30 PM to
3:30' PM on the same date and location. In order to give your agency adequate opportunity toweigh the relevance of your participation as n Participating Agency in this environmental review
process, written response to this invitation is not due until the end of the scoping period on
Tuesday, November 11, 2014.
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RE: Invitation to be a Partioifmting Agency in the Enviromnenlal Review Process for the West Lake
Corridor Project, Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, illinois

if you have additional questions, please contact Mark Assam, FTA Environmental Protection
Specialist, at 312-353-4070 or ntarkassannfflcjot.go_v. Thank you for your cooperation and interest
in the West Lake Corridor Project.

Sincerely,

-W»0£?f e;
Marisol R. Simon
Regional Administrator

Enclosure: West Lake Corridor Project Sludy Area

Co: Mark Assam, FTA Region 5
Reginald Arkeil, FTA Region 5
John Parsons, NICTD Director ofMarketing and Planning
Lisa Ives, West Lake Corridor Project Manager
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Section 106 Initiation Letters

0
REGION V zoo latest Adana Street”-5- ”9'33"m llllnols. Indlam, SUM 32“of Transportatron Michigan. tm._

“:33
IL scans-5253

Federal Tran lll: Ohio, Maoonar'n 31 275-9Administration “Emmi“ "a"

September 29. 20 l rt

Chad Slider
Assistant Director for Environmental Review
Indiana Department ofNatural Resources
Division of Historic Preservation 3r. Archaeology
402 W. Washington Street, Room W274
Indianapolis, indiana 46204-2739

RE: FTA kction [06 Historic Review initiation: Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation
District. West Lake Corridor Project. Lake County. Indiana and Cook County, Illinois

Dear Mr. Slider:

As part of its responsibilities under 36 CFR § 800 — Protection ofltistoric Properties and the
National Historic Preservation Act (Ni-IPA). the Federal Transit Administration (FTr't) is initiating a
Section “)6 Consultation Process for the West Lake Corridor Project located in Lake County,
Indiana and Cook County, Illinois. The undertaking, proposed by the Northern Indiana Commuter
Transportation District (NICTD), would primarily create an approximately 9-rnilc commuter rail
extension from the existing South Shore Line (85L) to Dyer. Indiana. The purpose of the Project in lo
expand NlCTD‘s service Coverage between Northwest Indiana and the Chicago region, improve
mobi lily and accessibility, and stimulate local job creation and economic development opportunities
for Latte County. PTA has detennined that the proposed project will be a Federal undertaking as
defined in § 800.16ty), and that it is a type ofactivity that has the potential to cause effects on
historic properties.

Tllc undertaking would include an approximately 9-mile southern extension ofNIC'I‘D’s existing
SST. between Dyer and Hammond, Indiana. The project would involve new track improvelltcnls
along the existing CSX Transportation and former Manon railroad corridors, with a flyover to the
existing SSI. irt Hammond. Four potential stations Would be included at Mmlstcrt'Dyor Main Street.
MnnsterFisherMStlr Streets, South Hammond. and Downtown limnmontl. A maintenance Facility
would also he needed to store and maintain the vehicles. Trains on the new Project branch line would
connect with the existing SSL and ultimately the Metro Electric District‘s (MED) line to the north,
providing new transit service between Dyer and Metro‘s Millennium Station in Downtown Chicago.
To facilitate this, core capacity improvements to the existing MEI) line and Millennium Station may
he required to aecom modalc the Project. Two alignment design options are also being considered For
the Project, including rt possible extension to St. Joint, Indiana on the southern end, and another along
the Indiana Harbor Boll Kcnsington Branch through Calumet City, Bornlrarn, and Chicago, Illinois
on the northern end.
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RE: PTA Section ltlti I listoric Review Initiation: Nordrcrn Indiana Commuter “i‘lartsponatitut District,
West Latte Corridor I’mjscL Latte County. Indiana and Cook (Emory, Illinois

The project rotrte aligmncnt, station locations, and maintenance facility will be [rather refined during
the environmental review process, working in close consultation with the public, agencies, and trey
stakeholders. A map of the major Project components and the study area is provided as an
attachment.

The Section roe consultation process consists offour steps, all of which are manpleled in
consultation with the State Historic Preservation Officer [SHPO]: atelier Tribal Historic Preservation
{lfiioer {TI-IP01, and other consulting parties.

I. FTA initiates the Section lit-t5 process, pursuant to fifltit'tfi — Initiation of the Section we
process, 1with the SHPU {or Ti—IPtJ iffl're property is on tribal lands] and other consulting
parties, if any.

2. FTA detennines the project's Area ofi’otentini Effects {APE} and the properties within the
APE that are listed. or eligible for listing, in the National Register of Historic Places [Hill-[P].
Fl'A evaluates propeniae el igihle for listing using the processes established in 36 CFR § tit]
and National Register Bulletin 15. FTA's detcnnination of the APE requires consultation with
and concurrence by the Sili’tJ. tt‘ FTA determines there are no properties within the APE that
are listed, or eligible for listing, in the HRHP, or if PTA determines these are historic
properties present but the project will have no effect upon them. then FTA will determine "no
historic properties affected" in consultation with the St [PO andr'or 'I'l-iPO.

J. PTA determines adverse effects with respect to historic properties within the APE. F'I‘A's
determination considers whether the project will diminish those qualities that matte anyIr ofthe
properties eligible for listing in the NRHP. FTA nmlres a determination of “adverse effect"
when the project will diminish these qualities in one or more properties: it'oot, PTA makes a
detennintrtion of ”no adverse effect.“ FTA's determination of I'no adverse ett'ect," along with
eoncuncnce by the SHPG. cornpietes the Section lilo consultation process.

4. ll' PTA determines an "adverse effect," it consults with the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation {ACHP}, SIH’L‘I, affected tribes, and other intended parties. as app-optima. to
resolve the adverse effects on historic properties. Resolution ot'adverse effects may involve
redesigning a project to avoid, minimize, or mitigate impacts to historic properties. Actions
that the consulting parties agree upon to mitigate adverse effects are documented in a
Memorandum of Agreement {MBA}. Once the agreurient is signed try all appropriate parties.
including the SHPD and other invited signatories, and the agreement is filed with the ACHP.
the Section It'lt: process is completed and the FTA's responsibilities are fulfilled when the
MUA's stipulations are implemented.

NICTD will he in contact with your office regarding the preparation of infonoation, analyses, and
graphics in support et‘the Section res consultation process for the project. This delegated authority
to rrndcnaize coordination activities with the SHPflI and t or THPU does not extend to designation of
consulting parties or to making determinations of the APE, NRHF eligihility, or adverse effects.
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RE: l-TA Section lflfi Historic Review initiation: Northom Indiana Commnlei'Transptmntim District,
West Lake Corridor Project, Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Illinois

Please contact Mark Assam. Environmental Protection Specialist, of the FTA Regional Office at 3 | 2-
353-4010 or n!flli§.fi_§_z]llf£f{lg[._gfl with any questions. Thank you liar your fist-7151mm: on this proiecl.

Sincerely,

Marisol R. . mon
Regional Administrator

Enclosnm: Wcst Lake Corridor ieu Study Area

Co: Mark Armani, PTA Region 5
Reginald Arkeil, FTA Region 5
John Parsons. NICTD Director of Maikcting and Planning
Lisa Ivcs. Wosl lake Corridor ieoi Manager
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0
us. Department Emu aw;Macaw
of Transportation roentgen mm, mm. rt.
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September 29. 20”

Anne Hacker
Deputy State Historic Preservation Ofliccr
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency
| Old State Capitol Plaza
Springfield, ll linois 627014507

RE: PTA Section 106 Historic Review initiation: Nor-them Indiana Commuter Transportation
District, West Lake Corridor Mjccl. Lake County, Indium and Cook County, Illinois

Dear Ms. Hooker:

As part of its responsibilities under 36 CFR § 300 - Protection oi‘Historic Properties and the
National Historic Preservation Act (NHT'A), the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) is initiatinga
Section lOG Consultation Process for the West Lake Corridor Project located in Lake County,
Indiana and Cook County, lllinois. The undertaking, proposed by the Northern Indiana Commuter
Transportation District (NICTD), would pr'inrnriljlr create an upproxirnatety 9-mile commuter rail
extension from the existing South Shore Line {ESL} to Dyer, Indiana. The purpose of the Project is to
expand NIC‘I‘D's service coverage between Northwest Indiana and the Chicago region. improve
mobility and accessibility. and stimulate local job creation and economic development opportunities
for Lake County. FTA has dctcnnirrcd that the proposed project will be a Federal undertaking as
defined in § 800. l 6(3), and that it is a type ofactivity that has the potential to cause effects on
historic properties.

The undertaking Would include an approximately Sit-mile southem extension ofNICTD's existing
53L between Dyer and Hammond, lndiana. The project would involve new track improvements
along the existing CSX Transportation and former Monon railroad corridors, with a flyover to the
existing 381. in Hammond. Four potential stations would be included at Mrrrrster-ner Main Street,
Munster FisherfitSth Streets, South Hammond, and Downtowu llarnnrorrd. A nuintenrrnrx facility
would also be needed to store and maintain the vehicles. Trains on the new Projed beam]: line would
connect with the existing 881. and ultimately the Metro Electric District‘s (MED) line to the north,
providing new transit service between Dyer and Metro’s Millennium Station in Downtown Chicago.
To facilitate this, core capacity improvements to the existing MED line rind Millennium Station may
be required to accommodate the Project. Two align room design options are also being considered for
the Project, including a possible extension to St. John, Indiana on the southern end, and another along
the tndionrr Harbor Belt Kcnsingtorr Branch through Calunmt City, Brn'uharn, and Chicago, lllinois
on the northern end.
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HE: PTA Section ms Historic iieview Initiation: Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District,
West Lake Corridor Project, Latte County, lndisna and Cook County, Illinois

The project route alignment, station locations, and maintenance Facility will he further refined duringthe environmental review process, working in etose consultation with the public, agencies. and ice}r
stakeholders. A map of the major Project components and the study area is provided as an
attachment.

The Section 106 consultation process consists of four steps, all of which are completed in
consultation with the State Historic Preservation Officer (5] 1P0) andtor Tribal Historic Preservation
t'll‘ficer (THPO). and other consulting pen-tics.

]. Fl‘r’r initiates the Section 106 process, pursuant to § 800.3 -— Initiation ofthe Section 106
process. with the SHPO (or Tl-iPO it‘the troperty is on tribal lands) and other consulting
parties. it‘any.

2. PTA dctemtlncs the project's Area of Potential Effects (APE) and the properties within the
APE that are listed, or eligible for listing, in the National Register of Historic Pisces (NRHP}.
PTA evaluates properties eligible for listing using the processes established in 36 CFR § 60
and National Register Bulletin l5. FTA's determination of the APE requires consultation will]
and concurrence by the SHPO. If FTA determines there are no popcrties within the APE that
are listed. or eligible For listing, in the NRHP, or ifFTA determines there are historic
properties present but the project will have no effect upon them. then FTA will determine "no
historic properties affected" in consultation with the SHPO nodfor THPO.

3. FI‘A determines adverse effects with respect to historic properties within the APE. FTA's
determination considers whether the project will diminish those qualities that nitrite any of the
properties eligible for listing in the NRHI’. F'l‘A makes a determination of “adverse effect"
Mien the project will diminish these qualities in one or more properties; if not, PM makes a
determination ci‘"no adverse effect." FTA's determination of “no adverse cliect.‘ along with
concurrence by the SHFO, completes the Section 106 consultation process.

4. If FTA determines an "adverse effect." it consults with the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation: (AG-W). SHPO, affected tribes, and other interested parties. as appropriate, to
resolve the adverse effects on historic properties. Resolution of adverse ett‘ects may involve
redesigning a project to avoid. minimize, or mitigate impacts to historic properties, Actions
that the consulting parties agree upon to mitigate adverse effects are documented in a
Memorandum ofAgreement (MOA). Once the agreement is signed by all nppropriute parties.
including the SHPO and other invited signaturies, and the agreement is filed with the ACHP.
the Section 106 process is completed and the l~"l'A‘s responsibilities are fulfilled when the
MOA's stipulations are implemented.

NICTD will be in contact with your office regarding the preparation of information, analyses. and
graphics in support of the Section lilo consultation process for the ln'ojcct. This delegated authority
to undertake coordination activities with the SHPO and i or THPO does not extend to designation of
consulting parties or to tasking determinations of the APE. NRHP eligibility, or adverse effects.
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RE: FTA Seetim lOli Hislnric Review lnilifiliun: Tim-them Indiana Commuter Trinspmtntion District,
Wm! Lulu: Corridor icct, Lake County, indium: and Cook County. Illinois

Please conlacl Mail: Assmn, [invirumnenlal Pmleclion Specialist, M the FTA Regional Dfiice al 312—
353-4070 or mm‘kmflmfldulgw willi any questions. Thank you for you! assistance on [his projccl.

Sincerely,

fln‘sni
R. sing?

Regional Administrator

Enclosure: West Lake Cam'dm' Projecl Study hm:

Cc: Mark Assam. PTA Region 5
Reginald Arkcll. FTA Region 5
John Parsons, NICTD Diwator ofMarkclIng and Planning
Lisn Ives, West Lake Corridor Project Manager
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Sample Consulting Party Letter

NORTHERN INDIANA
COMM U‘IER IRANSPORTA‘IION DISTRICT
33 E. U5. HIGHWAY l2 . CHESTERION. 1N 46304-3514 PHONE: 230,9?6153'44 - FAX: 219.929.4435

October 22, 2014

Tiffany Tolbert
Director
Indiana landmarks — Northwest Field Office
541 South Lake Street
Gary—Miller Beach, [N 46403

RE: Section 106 Notification of Undertaking and Request for Comment on
West Lake Corridor Project, Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Illinois

Dear Ms. Tolbert:

The Federal Transit Administration (F'I‘A), in cooperation with the Northern Indiana Commuter
Transportation District (NICTD). is initiating an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the
West Lake Corridor Project (Project) in Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Illinois. The
proposed Project is a federal undertaking subject to Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966. as amended, and its implementing regulations (36 Code of
Federal Regulations [CFR] § 800). This letter invites your organization to participate as a
Consulting Party for the Section 106 compliance process, as provided in 36 CFR § $00.36)“) of
the regulation.

Proiect Description and Federal Undertaking
NICI‘D’s existing South Shore Line (SSL) provides a vital transportation link that connects
Northwest Indiana to Chicago and Cook County, Illinois. The proposed Project is a branch
extension of the SSL route to reach high-growth areas in centrai, southern, and Western Lake
County, Indiana The Project would expand NICTD’s service coverage, improve mobility and
accessibility, and stimulate local job creation and economic development opportunities for Lake
County.

The proposed Project for analysis in the EIS would include an approximately 9-mi1c southern
extension of NICTD's existing SSL between Dyer and Hammond. Indiana. The project would
involve new track improvements along the existing CSX Transportation and former Monon
railroad corridors. with a flyover to the existing SSL in Hammond. Four potential stations would
be included at Munsterner Main Street, Munster Fishert45th Streets. South Hammond, and
Downtown Hammond. A maintenance facility would also be needed to store and maintain the
vehicles. Trains on the new Project branch line would connect with the existing SSL and
ultimately the Metra Electric District’s (MED) line to the north. providing new transit service
between Dyer and Metro’s Millennium Station in Downtown Chicago. To facilitate this, core
capacity improvements to the existing MED line and Millennium Station may be required to

(n)
wrsmrteonntntm Page 3-20 March 2015

t



 
Scoping Summary Report  

 Page B-21 March 2015 

 

NIC'D Scoping Summary Report

PageZoi-t

accommodate the Project. Two alignment design options are also being considered for the
Project. including a possible extension to St. John. Indiana on the southern end. and another
along the Indiana Harbor Belt Remington Branch through Calumet City. Bumham. and Chicago.
Illinois on the northern end.

The Project route alignment. station locations. and maintenance facility will be further refined
during the. environmental review process, working in close consultation with the public.
agencies. and lie},r stake-holders. A map of the major Project components and the study area is
provided as Attachment 1.

R s nsib'l'ties o a nsultin Part
A Consulting Party is typically an agency. group. or organization with special knowledge of.
concern for. or a mandated regulatory mic relative to historic properties in the Area of Potential
Effects (APE). Historic properties include buildings. structures. objects. sites, districts, and
archeological sites that are on or eligible for the NRI-EP, which is kept by the National Park
Service. Consulting Parties will have a formal and defined role in the Section 106 process to help
FI'A and NlC'I'D consider the impacts of the proposed Project on historic properties. Additional
in formation about the Section 106 consultation process is available online at
htjpii'wwwnchp.govic-ilircnsguide,h]ml.

If you are interested in participating as a Consulting Party for this Project under the Section 106
guidelines. please respond in writing within 30 days of receipt of this letter to John Parsons at
NICTD at the address provided on the attached form. We request that your response include a
statement of demonstrated interest in historic properties associated with this Project. as stipulated
in the Section 106 regulation (36 CFR § 800.2(0). NICTD will notify Consulting Parties and
other interested stakeholders of future public meetings in the Section 106 and National
Environmental Poiicy Act (Ni-2PM environmental review process.

If you would like additional information or have any questions about this process. please contact
me at (219) 926-5744 eitL 204 or iohn.pnrsons@nictd.com.

1 '«I [1.
Planning and Marketing Director
Northern Indiana Conunuier Transportation District

Enclosures

Cc: Mark Assam. ETA Region 5
Reginald Arkell. FTP. Region 5
Lisa Ives. West Lake Corridor Project Manager
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Attachment 1: West Lake Corridor Project Study Am
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Page 4 of 4

SECTION 106
Consulting Parties Acceptance Form
West Lake Corridor Project
Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Illinois

Yes, I . wish to be a consulting party under
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act for the West Lake Corridor Project.
My demonstrated interest in historic properties as associated with this Project is
described as follows:

Or;

No. I __ _ . do n_ot wish to be a con5uiting party
under Section 106 oi the National Historic Preservation Act for the West Lake Corridor
Project.

Date:

Name of
Organization:

Address:

Email Address:

Phone Number:

Please return to:
John Parsons
Director of Marketing and Planning
Northem Indiana Commuter Transportation District
33 East US. Highway 12
Chesterton, IN 46304
iohn.oarsons@nictd.com

0T,
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Sample Consulting Party Letter for Tribes

9
U. _ REGION v 200 West Adams Street5

Department lllinots, Indiana. Suite 320of Transport-anon Mlchlgan. Minnesota, Chicago. IL successes
F rat Tran onto. Wisconsin 312-353‘2739ede 3“

312-883-0351 (fax)Administration

October 3, 2014

Mr. John Blackhawk
Chairperson
Wirurebago Tribe of Nebraska
100 Bluff St.
Winnebago, NE 68071

RE: FTA Section 106 Historic Review Initiation: Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation
District, West Lake Corridor Project, Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Illinois

Dear Mr. John Blacklrawk:

As part oi‘its responsibilities under 36 CFR § 800 - Protection of Historic Properties and the
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), the Federal Transit Administration (PTA) is
initiating a Section 106 Consultation Process for the West Lake Corridor Project located in Lake
County, lnrliarra and Cook County, Illinois. The undertaking, proposed by the Northern Indiana
Commuter Transportation District (NICTD), would primarily create a commuter rail extension
from the existing South Shore Line (SSL) to Dyer, Indiana. Tire purpose of the Project is to
expand NICTD‘s service coverage between Northwest Indiana and the Chicago region, improve
mobility and accessibility, and stimulate local job creation and economic development
opportunities for Lake County. FTA has determined that the proposed project will be a Federal
undertaking as defined in § 300.16{y) and that it is a type of activity that has the potential to
cause effects on historic properties.

The undertaking would include an approximately 9—rnile southern extension ofNICTD’s existing
SSL between Dyer and Hammond, Indiana. The Project would involve new track improvements
along the existing CSX Transportation and former Morron railroad corridors, with a flyover to
the existing SSL itr Hammond. Four potential stations would be included at Munsten’Dyer Main
Street, Munster Fislren’45th Streets, South Hammond, and Downtown Hammond. A maintenance
facility would also he needed to store and maintain the vehicles. Trains on the new Project
branch line would connect with the existing SSL and ultimately the Metro Electric District’s
(MED) line to the north, providing new transit service between Dyer and Metro‘s Millennium
Station in Downtown Chicago. To facilitate this, core capacity improvements to the existing
MEI) litre and Millennium Station may be required to accommodate the Project.

Page i of 2
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RB: Fl'A Section roe Historic Review Initiation: Northern Indiana Commuter Trmsrmrtation
District, West Lake Corridor Project, Lake County, Indiana andkCounty, Illinois

Two alignment design options are also being considered for the Project, including a possible
exlension to St. John, Indiana on the southern end, and another along the Indiana Harbor Belt
Kerrsington Branch through Calumet City. Bum-ham. and Chicago. Illinois on the northern end.

The project more alignment. station lacotions. and maintenance facility will he further refined
during the environmental review process, working in close consultation with the public,
agencies, and key stakeholders. A map of the major Project components and the study area is
provided as an attachment.

We are inviting you to participate in consultation to help us identify places that may have
traditional religious and cultural importance to your tribal organization. Please note that we are
requesting information only on such places that you believe may be impacted by the proposed
Project so that we may try to avoid impacts.

Your timely response will greatly help or incorporate your concerns into Project development.
For that purpose, we respectfully request that you complete the enclosed Project Consultation
Options form and forward it to our office by November 3, 2014. If you have any questions or
comments on the proposed Project, please contact Mark Assam. PTA Environmmtsl Protection
Specialist, at 312-353-4070 or nrafltpegmmgdotgov.

Sincerely,

W
'

Marisol R. Simon
Regional Administrator

Enclosures

Cc: Mark Assam, FTA Region 5
Reginald Arkeli. PTA Region 5
Chad Slider, Indiana Department ofNatural Resources, Division ofHistoric Preservation and

Archaeology
Anne Hooker, Illinois Historic Preservation Agency
John Parsons, NICI‘D Director of Marketing and Planning
Lisa Ives, West Lake Corridor Project Manager

Page 2 of2
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PROJECT CONSULTATION OPTIONS

Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska
Project Name: Want Latte Corridor Protect, Lake County. Indiana and Cook County. Itilnoia

Please check the appropriate response. Line the hack of thin form or additional sheets if you
wish to make comments:

—-There are no known There are or mfibe 7— ‘
iplaces of traditional plaoes at traditional Our organization has

religious or cultural religious or cultural no htereot associated
Pm.act importance present or imponanoe present or with this proposed’ within the vicinity of 1113 within the vicinity of the project and further

proposed project and proposed project and consultation is not
further consultation innher consultation required. '

__H__ __ la_not nested. in requeltod. IWest Lake Corridor % D D
Project. Lake County.

Elana and Illinois

If you have chosen to continue consultation, please indicate the manner in which you wish todo so:

Mail {address}: _ _

Email: _ _ _ _ _ _
Phone: _

Other (please describe) _ _

(NAME OF TRIBE) designated oorttact for this proposed Project

NAME, TITLE {please print) Phone

SFGNED Date

Please return to: Mark Assam
Environmental Protection Specialist
Federal Transit Admirmtration. Region 5
200 W. Mama Street. Suite 325
Chicago. IL 60605

Or e-maii:W
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EuumcrHHEHrM. REVIEW PROCESS NI:ID
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l D
AGENCY SCOPING MEETING

TuEsumr. OCTOBER 2'8. 2014
2:00 PM — 4:00 PII

THE CENTER FOR VIEW. All) Pleasant-0 Ann
EAIT Emmet 1040 RDGE Roan. HUISTB‘L II 40321

.IIAGmDAIG'I

1- lntmdmfims and Purpose of Mes-ling

Presentatim on Project and Hones:-

5001a and mews

HenSteps99".”

Wit! m11l'Pf'DfIHND BUHWI-J'Takflo D‘J
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ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROCESS NIEID

TT
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I I
PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2014
5:30 PM - 3:30 PM

THE CENTER FOR VISUAI. AND PERFORMING ARTS
EAST BALLROOM. 1040 RIDGE ROAD, MUHSTER, IN 45321

*II‘AGENDAtt‘R

1. Weicoming Remarks and Purpose of Meeting

2. Presentation on Project and Process

3. Adjourn to Open House and Comment Period

Agreemem No. 73011 I PrejecI No. 60321036 {Task N0. 03
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Scoping Meeting Presentation

Start Federal Environmental Review Process
Share Information
Seek Input

- Define How You Can Be Involved
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History of Project

- Regional Agency Conducted Initial Study 1939
- NICTD Completed West Lake Corridor Study 2011
- Released lilo-Year Strategic Business Plan June 2014
- Began Environmental Review Process Sept 2014

easternm-

National Environmental Policy Act
NEPA Umbrella

Noise it Vibration, Visualfit
Aesth etics. Air Quality: Energy.
Fa rmla nds and Soils. Water.
Threatened and Endangered

Environmental Justice. Species. Hazardous Materials.
Neighborhoods 3.. Community Safety a Security. Utilities. Short-
Facilities, Parks til Recreational. Term Construction Impacts.
Historic 3. Archeological Secondary 3. Cumulative Effects

Transportation, Land Use &
Zoning. LandAoquis'rtiont
Displacements, Socioeconomics
& Economic Development.
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Draft EIS Document
- Purpose and Need
- Alternatives Considered
- Key Issues Addressed

- Transportation
- Social. Community, and Economic
- Natural Environment

‘\
- Affected Environment. Potential Impacts, and Mitigation

::--- Tm
- Public and Agency Review and Comment

prE;.;3.u.:—r'.5 - Responses to Comments
F :11: |'-. J

Overall EIS Process

(n)
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What is Scoping?
- First Step in Environmental Review Process

— Allows for Earljr Coordination and Outreach
- Notify Public and Agencies

— Environmental impact Statement jEISj being Prepared
— Solicit Input on Process and Project

- Helps Guide “Scope” and Content of EIS
— Purpose and Need for Project
— Alternatives Considered
— Key Issues Addressed

What is Purpose and Need for Project?

- Serve High-Growth Areas in Lake County
- Conveniently Connectto Chicago
- Establish Alternative to Driving
- Lower Commute Times and Costs
- Increase NICTD System Ridership
- Promote Economic Development
- Create Local Jobs
- Attract and Retain Younger Families
- Provide Valued Transportation Asset

‘Tr,
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What is being
Studied?
- No Build Alternative

— Existing System and
Pianned Projects

— Basis of
Comparison

. Commuter Rail
Alternative

Commuter Rail
F i

,I -,
Alternative
- B-Mile Extension of

Existing South Shore
Line (SSL) , ,

- 12 Trains per Weekday ,-
- 4Stations in ' ' '

Hammond, Munster,
and Dyer

- Maintenance Facility
- Improvements to Metra -

- Options for Alignment,
Stations, Maintenance
Facility, and Vehicle

0'”
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Boarding Platforms
Shelters
Parking
Multi-ModalAccess

. . - Stationsr -
#

Maintenance
Facility

- Shop Building for
Maintenance of Vehicles

- Storage Yard Tracks for
E Locomotives and 46 Cars

- Parking and Other Facilities

0T,
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Vehicle Options
- Diesel
- Electric
- Combined

DieseliElectn'c

METE- E':-;.t!' E-r:-'e Eiestris "viz-Faces Esme-re: Ease-Elem“: _::>:-.':':-t '.--:- r !.':-'trés.

What are Key Environmental
Considerations?

Transportation
- Land Use and fltuisitions
- Economic Development
. Neighborhoods and Community Facilities
- EnvironmentalJustice
! Parks and Recreational

Historic and Archeological
Noise and Vibration

I 1Visual and Aesthetics
. Farmlands and Soils
. Water and Ecological

Hazardous Materials
- Safety and SecurityI

Short-Term Construction

(TD
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What are Next Steps in EIS?
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Immune-m ‘mymnmzm
ammonium '* mun-”1;.

What is Overall Project
Schedule?
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- Today’s Scoping Meeting
— Review." Information on Display Boards and Handouts
— Pro-ride ‘J‘vi'ritten Comments on Comment Cards
— Provide Comments Verbally to Court Reporter

- Additional Opportunities
- Projeot 1u'tlebsite httoflmvwniotdwestlakeoomf
- E-mail Droieot.emailtfimictdwestlakecom
— Automated Phone. 219-250-2920
— Mail NICTD 'v“lt’estLalr.e Corridor Project

33 East US Highway 12
Chesterton. lit-416304

- Public Comment Period and Hearing in Fall 2015
Please Submit Scoping Comments By November 1'1, 2014

" 1'T'-".- -' i .
1T .Hl
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Scoping Poster Boards

Purpose of Scoping Meeting

Start Federal Environmental Review Process
Share Information
Seek Input
Define How You Can Be Involved

National Environmental Policy Act
NEPA Umbrella

‘Transportaticn. Land Use 5..
zoning. Lanafiacouisrtions S
Displacements. Socioeconomics
3- Economic: Eat-elopment.
Environmental Justice.
I-Ieighlzorhocos S. Ilomrnunitv

Noise 3.. V”: ration. Visual El.
Aesthetics. .eir Quality. Energy.
Farmlanos and Soils. 'i'v'ater,
Threatened and Endangered
Species. Hazardous I-taterials.
Safety in Securitv. Utilities. Short-

Facilities. Parks 3.. Recreational. Term Construction Impacts.
Historic: S Archeological Secondary 8-. Cumulati-. e Effects
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Draft EIS Document
- Purpose and Need
- Alternatives Considered
- Key Issues Addressed

- Transportation
- Social. Community, and Economic
- Natural Environment

‘\
- Affected Environment. Potential Impacts, and Mitigation

::--- Tm
- Public and Agency Review and Comment

prE;.;3.u.:—r'.5 - Responses to Comments
F :11: |'-. J

Overall EIS Process
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What is Purpose and Need for Project?

- Serve High-Growth Areas in Lake County
- Conveniently Connectto Chicago
- Establish Alternative to Driving
- Lower Commute Times and Costs
- Increase NICTD System Ridership
- Promote Economic Development
- Create Local Jobs
- Attract and Retain Younger Families
- Provide Valued Transportation Asset

What is being
Studied?
- No Build Alternative

— Existing System and
Planned Projects

— Basis of
Comparison

- Commuter Rail
Alternative
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Commuter Rail
Alternative
- Q-Mile Extension of

Existing South Shore
Line [SSL]

- 12 Trains perWeekday - r.
- 4 Stations in

Hammond, Munster, ‘____
magnum—gul-and Baler .J‘Z—EiET'T‘T’J.‘ .. h...

. Maintenance Facility Kin—hm ‘ ~
:3"... a

I an”...— uni-nu.

- Improvements to Metre :34: ““
. . _

- Options for Alignment, if“: - l __ r:
Stations, Maintenance BET-1"“ i -' ' W

. hum-I-

Facility, and Vehicle

Stations
Boarding Platforms
Shelters
Parking
Multi-ModalAccess
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Maintenance
Facility

- Shop Building for
Maintenance of Vehicles

- Storage Yard Tracks for
E Locomotives and 46 Cars

- Parking and Other Facilities

Vehicle Options
- Diesel
- Electric
- Combined

DieseliElectn'c
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What are Key Environmental
Considerations?

Transportation
I Land Use and Acquisitions
I Economic Development
I Neighborhoods and Community Facilities
I EnvironmentalJustice
I Parks and Recreational

Historic and Archeological
Noise and Vibration

I 1Infisual and Aesthetics
I Farmlands and Soils
I Water and Ecological
I Hazardous Materials
I Safety and SecurityI
I Short-Term Construction

What are Next Steps in EIS?
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What is Overall Project
Schedule?

_
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What is Overall Project
Schedule?
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Acronyms

DEIS Draft Environmental Impact Statement
EIS Environmental Impact Statement
FEIS Final Environmental Impact Statement
FTA Federal Transit Administration
tHB Indiana Harbor Belt
LPA Locally Preferred Alternative
MED Metro Electric District
NEPA National Enwonmental Policy Act
NICTD Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District
NIRPC Northern Indiana Regional Planning Commission
ROD Record of Decreron
SSL South Shore Line
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What Is The Purpose Of This Scoping Booklet?
The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District (NICTD)
have initiated the environmental review process for the West Lake Corridor Project (Project) in Lake County,
tndiana and Cook County, Illinois in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and
other regulatory requirements. An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is being prepared as part of this
process, with the FIA as the Federal Lead Agency and NICTD as the Local Project Sponsor responsible for
implementing the Project under NEPA. To determine the scope, content, and significant issues to be
addressed in the EIS, FDA and NICTD are conducting agency and public ”scoping.“ This scoping booklet is
intended to help interested parties understand the scoping process, provide pertinent information about the
Project, and establish an earty and open process for obtaining public and agency input.

What Is The History Of The Project?
The concept of providing more direct access to 2014, NICTD released its 20—Year Strategic
transit in central, southern, and western Lake Business Plan, which highlighted the importance
County has been considered for more than 25 of the Project.
years in regional transportation studies. As early
as 1989, the Northwestern Indiana Regional
Planning Commission (NIRPC) released a study
that identified a South Shore extension as a
potentially viable means to expand mass transit
in the region. Since that time, multiple
evaluations have occurred. In 2011, NICTD’s
West Lake Corridor Study concluded that a rail-
based service between the MunsteriDyer area
and Metra‘s Millennium Station in Downtown
Chicago would best meet the public
transportation needs of the study area. In June

What Is The Purpose And Need Of The Project?

NICTD‘s existing South Shore Line (SSL) . Increase NICTD system ridership
provides a Vital transportation link that connects Promote economic dBV'BlCI Bill 0 l'lJJHlllESNorthwest Indiana to Chicago and Cook County, ° pm pp“
Illinois. The proposed Project would involve a ' Create local low in Northwest Indiana
southern branch extension of the SSL route to - Attract and retain families and younger residents
reach “'9”n areas '" Lake County, Indiana. - Provide a valued transportation asset for use
The Project would expand NICTD’s servrce by all Northwest Indiana residents
coverage, improve mobility and accessibility, and
stimulate local job creation and economic
development opportunities for Lake County.
Specifically, the Project is intended to:

. Serve high-growth areas in central, southern,
and western Lake County, Indiana

- Conveniently connect more Northwest
Indiana residents to downtown Chicago jobs
and major activity centers

- Establish a solid modal alternative between the
two metropolitan regions other than driving

' LOWET commuting travel times and costs

“T firm"15
Page 1 October 2014
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What Is The Environmental Review Process?

NE Pa requires tederal agencies to assess the
potential impacts of their actions on the human
and natural erwlonment and to mid. minimize.
or mitigate adverse efiects where reasonably
teasille. Since NICTD intends to seek federal
funding tor the Prolem. the FTA and NICTD must
comp-iv with NEPA.

The purpose of the environmental review process
under NEPA Is to promote moaned decision-
making by considering the potential
envirorvnerltal and social impacts of the Project.
The FTA and NICTD will engage regulatory
agencies with a defined interest in the Project
and the public that could potentially be attracted
by the Project. The environmental review
process is structured to encourage partia‘pation
between government otticials. agencies. private
businesses. and citizens. The environmental
review process invotves the following steps:

- Scoping and Screening
. Draft Environmental Impact Statement
«- Final Environmental lnpact Statement and

Record of Decision

Scoping and Screening
Scoping is the first step in the environmental
review process under NEPA. it is an early and
open process tor the public and agencies to
provide input onthe scope. or range. of issues to
be addressed and identity the significant Issues
related to the Project. The input received during
scoping will help to identity the appropriate
attematlves and the depth and breadth ot
environmental atalvsis to be completed. it will
also serve to identify and eiminate from detailed
stttd'giI the Issues that are not significant or have
been covered by prior studies. The following key
steps wil be conducted during the environmental
scoping process:

- Invite boat. regional, state, and federat
agencies, Tribal Governments. and other
interested parties to comment on the scope
of the Project, including the purpose and
need. alternatives oonsrdered, trey issues
evaluated. and evaluation methods:

- Connect previous planning decrsrons with
current Project development;

FTA Procedures
The FTA and NICTD wrl comply with amicable
federal environmeruat laws. regulations. and
executive orders during the environmental review
[looses These requirements include, but as not
limited to:

- 00d on Environmental Quaiity irnpiementing
NEPA

- FTA's Regulations on Environmental Irmact and
Related Procedures

- U S. Environmemat Protection Anchors airouaitv
oorrtonnity regulations

. CleanArrActAmendmemsot 1990
- Section4040l‘Clean WaterAct
- Section 106 «National Historic Preservatim Act
- Section 7 or Endangered Species Act
- Sectim‘ft‘lotDopadmontofTranspodatim Act
- Executive Order 11988 on Floodplain

Management
- Executive Order 11990 on Wetimds
- Executive Order 12898 on Environmerlu Justice
- DOT Oroer 5610.2(3) on Environmental Justice.

NICTD ntends to seek tederai tending tor the
Project under FTA‘s New Starts program. The New
Starts program involves a mull-yea. mitt-step
process, including the environmental review
procedures. which project sponsors must convicts
betcretederal tund'ng is approved. The steps rnthe
NewStartsprocessandbasicrequirememsdt‘lis
federal lundho pro-Dram can be round on Frn's
website at wwwfiadotgov.

. Establish a decision-matting framework: and

. Detennlne the scope and significant issues to
be analyzed in depth in the £18.

A broad range of reachable alternatives will be
considered tor the Progect from the onset. The
alternatives will be evaluated and screened
based on operational and engineer'ng
constraints. oonstructabtlltv. cost. and
environmental concerns. This screening will
narrow the alternatives and provide a more well-
detined Project that will advance hid the Dratt
EIS (DEIS).

M Page 2 October 201!
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Draft Environmental Impact
Statement
A DEiS document Will be prepared toilowing
scoping and screening 10 rmre fully 355355 the
Project. The DEIS will:

. Identify Purpose and Need for Project
0 Describe Prmect and atematives considered;
I Evaluate atlected envrronment and potential

envrom'nental irrpacts or Protect;
- Propose actions that will help mitigate

unavoidable impede;
- Enable decision-makers to identify solution

that best meets F-‘upose and Need; and
- Provide public and agencies opportunities to

review and comment on Project
The DEIS document will be circulated tor public
and agency con'lment over a 45-day review

period. During this time, a public heanngts] will
be held to plesent the results of the DEIS and
taxmaliy record at comments received. Following
the public review period, NICTD wil select a
Locally Preferred Alternative {LPA} for the Project
that cm further advance in the envirmrrental
review process. as well as FTA's New Starts
mm program

Final Environmental Impact
Statement and Record of Decision
In order to complete the environmental review
process. a Final EIS (FEIS) would be prepared
by the FTA and NlCTD. The FEIS would
respond to comments received on the DEIS and
include the LPA selected for the Project. The
FTA would also issue a Record at Decision
(ROD) that states the proposed action,
environmental findings. and mitigation
requirements.

.makmmhmESm
mawmummummwn,mmm-MHWnum-u

What Alternatives Will Be Considered?

The EIS wit evaluate a No Build Alternative and
a Commuter Rail Alternative. A description of
each altemattve Is provided below.

No Build Alternative
The No Buld Alternative is detmed as the
existing trmsportation system. plus any
committed transportation improvements included
in MRPC'S 2040 Comprehensnre Regional Plan.
it some not made a major transit investment in
the West Lake Oorndor. As such, the No Build
Attemative serves as the NEPA baseine against
which the environmental effects of the proposed
Project are measured.

Commuter Rail Altemative
The Commuter Rail Alternative would involve an
approximate 9-mile satihern extension oi NiCTD's
existing SSL between Dyer and Hammond.
Indiana The Proiect would Include:

0 New track improvements along existing CSX
Transportation and former Morton railroad
corridors, with flyover to excising ESL in Hammond;

- Four stations at MunstaiDyer Main Sire-ct.
Minster Fished-45111 Streets, South
Hammond, and Downtown Hammond; and

- Maidenanoe faciity to store and mamtain
vehicles.

M Page 3 October 2014
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Trains on the new Proiect branch line would
connect with the existing SSL and ultimately the
Melra Electnc District's (MED) line to the north,
providing nev.r transit service between Dyer and
Melra's Millennium Station in Downtown
Chicago. To facilitate this, core capacity
improvements to the existing MED line and
Millennium Station may be required to
accommodate the Project.
Two alignment design options are also being
considered for the Prcuect. induding a possnole
extension to St John on the southem end and
another that would share the Indiana Harbor Bett
{IHB} Kensington Branch on the northern end.
Design optiors for four other possible station
locations and three potential maintenance tacitly
sites are also being studied. The Project route
alignment station locations. and maintenance
facil sites Iivill be further refined during the
enwomnental review process, waiting in close
consultatim with the public. agencies. and key
StflkEtdEl’S

What Enwronmental Resources Will Be Studied?

The EIS will evaluate potentiat effects to the
human and natural environments under the No
Build and Commuter Rail Alternatives. The
environmental resources to be analyzed in the
EIS include:

Transportation
Land Use and Zoning
Land Acquisitions and Displacements
Socioeconomic; and Econorriic Development
Environmental Justice
Neighborhood and Community Facilities
Pants and Recreatlonal
Historic and Archeological
Noise and Vibration
Visual and Aesthellc
Air Quality
Energy
Fatmlands. Soils. and Geology
Water
Threatened and Endangered Spotles
Hazardws Materials
Safety and Secun'ty
Utilities
Short-Tenn Corismiction Impacts
Secondary and Cumulative Effects
Section 4m Evaluation

1W ”“9” October 2011
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How Can Agencies And Public Participate?

What Agencies Are Involved?
In addition to PM and NICTD, a number of local,
regional, state, and federal agencies have been
invited to participate in the environmental review
process. These agencies include, but are not
limited to:

Local
City of Calumet City
City of Chicago
City of Hammond
Cook County
Lake County
Town of Dyer
Town of Munster
Town of St. John
Village of Bumham
Village of Doiton

Rggional
Chicago Department of Transportation
Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning
Chicago Transit Authority
Metro
Northeastern Illinois Regional Transportation
Authority

- Northwest Indiana Regional Development
Authority

. Northwestern Indiana Regional Pianning
Commission

State
Illinois Department of Natural Resources
Illinois Department of Transportation
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency
Illinois State Department of Agriculture
Indiana Department of Environmental
Management
Indiana Department of Natural Resources
Indiana Department of Transportation
Indiana State Department of Agriculture

Federal
Federal Emergency Management Agency
Federal Highway Administration
Federai Railroad Administration
US. Army Corps of Engineers
US Department of Agriculture

. US. Department of Housing and Urban
Development

- US Department of Interior
- US. Environmental Protection Agency

US. Fish and Wiidiife Service

Tribal Governments
Ho-Chunk Nation
Iowa Tribe of Kansas and Nebraska
Iowa Tribe of Oklahoma
Miami Tribe of Oklahoma
Otoe-Missouria Tribe
Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma
Potawatomi - Citizen Potawatomi Nation
Potawatomi - Forest County Potawatomi
Potawatomi - Hannahville Indian Community
Potawatomi - Pokagon Band of Potawatomi
Potawatomi - Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation
Sac and Fox Tribe of Mississippi in lowailVIeskwaKi
Sac and Fox Nation of Missouri
Sac and Fox Nation of Oklahoma
Winnebago Tribe of Nebraska

The FTA emphasizes early coordination with
agencies to ensure that the environmental review
process salisfies NEPA and other regulatory
requirements. Several diverse outreach
strategies and techniques will be undertaken
over the course of the EIS process, Earty and
continuous involvement with agencies, outreach
with major stakeholders, and meaningful public
participation will be critical to advancing the
Project into the next implementation phase.

When Will Scoping Meetings be Held?
Agency and public scoping meetings will be
conducted the following dates, locations, and times:
Agency Scoping
When: October 28, 2014
Where: Center for Visual and Performing Arts,

1040 Ridge Road, Munster, IN 46321
Time: 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM

Public Scoping
When: October 23, 2014
Where: Center for Visual and Performing Arts,

1040 Ridge Road, Munster, IN 46321
Time: 6230 PM to 8230 PM

WET Page 6 October 2014
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How Can You Submit Comments?
The public can submit comments at the scoping meeting, either written on comment cards or given verbally
to the on-site Court Reporter. In addition to the scoping meetings, comments can also be submitted via:

Project Website: http:/i'wwwnictdwestiake. com
E—maii: projectemaii@nictdwesliake.com
Automated Phone: 219-250—2920 (comment via voicemail)
Mail: NICTD West Lake Corridor Project

33 East us. Highway 12
Chesterton, IN 46304

Scoping comments must be submitted by November 11, 2014.

What Are The Next Steps?
Scoping comments will be documented and considered in refining the Project’s Purpose and Need,
alternatives considered, potential environmental effects to be studied, and agency coordination and public
involvement process for the Project. The DElS will be prepared following the scoping process, with a 45-
day public circulation period targeted for fall 2015. Following the comment period on the DEIS, an FEIS
would be prepared by the PTA and NICTD to complete the environmental review process. The PM would
also issue a ROD that states the proposed action, environmental findings, and mitigation requirements.
The environmental review process would be followed by more detailed design, engineering, vehicle
acquisition, and construction. Service start—up for the West Lake Corridor Proiect is targeted for 2023.

W
Page 7 October 2014
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Project Overview: Northern Indiana Commuter
Transportation District’s {NICTDj existing South Shore
Line [SSL] provides a vital transportation link that
connects Northwest Indiana to Chicago and Cook
County. Illinois. The West Lake Corridor Project
{Project} would involve a southern branch extension
of NICTD’s existing SSL to reach high-growth areas in
Lake County, Indiana. The Project would expand
NICTD's service coverage, improve mobility and
accessibility. and stimulate local job creation and
economic development opportunities for Lake
County. The Project would include:

- 9—mile southern extension of SSL between Dyer and
Hammond. Indiana:

- T2 trains per weekday between Dyer and
Downtown Chicago:

- 4 stations in Hammond, Munster, and Dyer:
. Maintenance tacity to store and maintain

vehicles: and
- Improvements to Metro to accommodate Project.

Design options for the Project route alignment.
station locations, and maintenance facility sites are
also being considered. which will be further refined
working in close consultation with the public.
agenciesr and key stakeholders.

l— l" -. | H }_l ""-l l— l'-.l T ill l‘-..-'l l—i :1 FIT PTLT!‘ |‘-.. 'l l— is] T DHF—II—J— E737-
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Environmental Review Process: To move this Project
forward, NICTD and the Federal Transit Administration
(PTA) have initiated the environmental review process
in accordance with the National Environmental Policy
Act {NEPA} and other regulatory requirements. An
Environmental Impact Statement [EISJ is being
prepared as part of this process to assess the
potential impacts of the Project on the man-made
and natural environments. This is a required step that
NICTD must take to receive potential federal funding
for the Project.

Key Milestones:
I EIS Process: 2014 to 2016
- Engineering. Vehicle Acquisition,

and Construction: 2016 to 2023
- Project Completion: 2023

lid Il'mRonni-"fl
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HOW TO REACH US:
NICTD West Lake Corridor Project. 33 East ".5. Highway 12, Chesterton, N #5304

website: www.nictdwestla ke.con1' e—rnail: oectemailEnictdwestiakemm' automated phone: 213-250-2920
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West Lake Corridor Project: The Northern Indiana
Commuter Transportation District (NICTD), in
cooperation with the Federal Transit Administration
{FTA}, is proposing the West Lake Corridor Project
{Project} in Lake County, Indiana and Cook County,
tllinois. The Project would involve an approximate 9-
mile southern branch extension of NICTD‘s existing
South Shore Line [SSL] between Dyer and Hammond,
Indiana. Since the Project is anticipated to use
federal funds, it is considered an undertaking that is
subject to Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act (NHPA).

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act:
Section 106 requires the FTA and NICTD to take into
account the effects of the undertaking on historic
properties. and allows the State Historic Preservation
Officer [SHPO], other potential consulting parties,
and public to voice their concerns and share
information about historic properties that may be
affected. Through the Section 106 process, the PTA
and NICTD will:

. identify historic properties within an Area of
Potential Effects:

- Assess potential effects on historic properties; and
o Resolve adverse effects through consultation with

SHPO, other consulting parties, and Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation, if needed.

Public involvement is a key ingredient in successful
Section 106 consultation. and the views of the public
will be solicited throughout the process. This is a
great opportunity for individuals to share any historic
information about the proposed project area.

National Register of Historic Places: The National
Register of Historic Places (NRHP) is the official list of
the Nation's historic places worthy of preservation.
Under Section 106, a historic property is any district.
site, building, structure, or object that is included in

or eligible for the NRHP. To be considered eligible, a
property must meet the NRHP Criteria for Evaluation.
This involves examining the property's age. integrity.
and significance.

Area of Potential Effects: When evaluating Project—
specific impacts, Section 106 requires defining the
geographic area where proposed Project activities
may have an effect on historic and archeological
resources. This geographic area is known as the Area
of Potential Effects (APE).

Potential Historic Buildings in Hammond, lndiana

NICTD West Lake Corridor PrOJect, 33 East U.S. Highway 12, Chesterton, IN 46304
website: wwwmctdwesllake corn; email: Emjett.emalnlcldwestlake,com- automated phone: 2192502920
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Name {please print):

Neighborhood or Organizdlion:

Address:

E-rrmil:

Do you wont to be included in our mailing list? {circle} Yes No

How did you hear dbeul us? [check] DNewspupe-r DWebsile ElPoslc drd [IE-mail
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ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROCESS

Location:i
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ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROCESS NIaD

‘n‘
WEST [IKE BIIIIIIIIIIIIA }

MEETIIG PURPOSE: Agency Scoping Meeting
DATEETIHE: October2BQO1dJflflh47MPM
LOCATION: The Center for Vans! and Perlom‘ng M5

1040 Ridge Road, Mum. IN 46321
ATTEND-ES: Listofmmdeesisprovidedinflmeaflachedsiasheels
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ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROCESS NIB'D
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uu-Uriginal Mange-nu
From: Leffler, Paul M LRC [mailtauLMLefl‘lerfi-iusaoea rmymil]
Sent: Wednaday, November 13, 2014 2:23 PM
To: Arte“, Reginald (PTA)
Cc: Assam, Mari: (PM)
Subiect: RE: NICI'D West Lake Corridor Projett [UNCLASSIFIED]

Classification: UNCLASSIHED
Caveats: NONE

Reginald.

‘I'ES our agencyI would like to be a cooperating agenqrfortl'iis project. Any impacts to wetlands and waterways wil
require a permit from our office under the authority of Section 40-: of the Clean Water Act. Efforts to mo and
minimize these impacts must be made and my participation I.iirll likely focus on this goal.

In addition It is worth noting that our office address changed last summer to:
231 S. LaSalle Street. Suite 1500
Chicago, [L 60604

Please address all correspondence to my attention. However email is the preferred method of coordination.

Sincere ly,

Paul M. Lerffier
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers — Chicago District Regulatory Bramh, Projett Manager
231 S. LaSalle Street, Suite 1500
chicago. Illinois 60604

Office: 312-315-5529
Website: httpu’iwww.irc.usace.army.mIllMIssions/Regulatoryaspx

(Tr,
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----Driginal Masqe-nn
From: reginald.arkell@dot.gov [mailtmregjnaldarkellgdntgov]
Sent: Tuesday. November 18. 2014 3:13 PM
To: Lia-filer. Paul M [RC
Cc: Markhssamfiidotgov
Subject: [EXTERNAL] NIC‘TD West Lake Corridor Project

Paul:

Pursuant to our conversation today, attached is an electronic copy of the letter we sent by LLS. Mail to your ofiioe
regarding the NICTD West Lake Corridor Project. Based on our discussion, i understand you have not seen this letter but
your agency would lilrely want to be a Cooperating Agency as the corridor traverses sensitive watemayslwetlands in
NW Indiana. Please confirm or clarify this by email andfor U.S. Mai] at your earliest convenience alorg with any other
input you would like to provide at this time. Thank you for your interest in this project.

Reginald Arkell. AICP - Community Planner
U.5. DOT, Federal Transit Administration, Region 5
200 West Adams Street, Suite 320
diicago, Illinois 60606
Telephone: 312—386-3704
Facsimile: 312-885—0351
Email: reginaldarkelléidotgov <mailto:Regnald.a:tell@doLgoy>
http'wwwfla.dotguv/
Faoebook icon (https:I/www.faoebook.oom/'FFADOT> Twitter Icon (hflqas:fftwitter.comlFl'A_DDT>

Classlflcation: UNCLASSiFIED
Caveats: NONE
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From: Martin, Andrea {FRI-t)
Seal: Wednesday, November 19, 2014 9:49 AM
To: Alkali. Reginald (Fm): Assam. Mai1t(FrA)
Cc: "EDIE-t. LOI1' (HDDT)WM.)
Subject: RE: ClitagolDehutCufidoraflNmWBst Lake Corridor Projects

Hi Reggie; thank you for your volcemail. I apologize for not getting basin: to you until now about the NIL—I'D project. At
this time, FRA will decline cooperating agency stems, and work with FTA on the West Lake Corridor Project in a
participating agency capacity.

The proposed NlCI'D project would only affect the Sou'd‘rof—the—Lake alternative that using the historic Michigan Central
Route, and luckily would not further complicate the Chlcago to Demtfl‘ontiac one-motives. that would SW1!" south from
lndiana Harbor down to Tolleston.

Please forward future Information about the proposed project as It relates to the Michigan Central Route [capacity
numbers, modeling, routing), and we will be happy:I to provide input, and it is also important to our decision-malt”!
procas forthe Chicago to DehuitfPonfia-c Passenger Rail Corridor Program.

Thank you. and please do not hesitate to contact me If you have further questions I look forward to mrking with you
throughout the NE PA process.

Andrea

“one: E. manna
Environmental Protection Specialist

“A l Federal Railroad Adminislufion
1200 New Jersey Awnue SE, Mall Stop 20. WES-215
washing-ton. DIE 20590

{El} 312.195.6291 lfl 202.493.6333

moramal'tinllootfl
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Fm“: 5M0. TerryW991]
Sent: Wednesday, October 15, 2014 2:01 PM
To: Assam. Mark (FTA)
Cc: Chard, She-9e
Subject: Decline invitation for Participating Agency - West Lake Shone Cam'dor Project

October 15, 2014

Ms. Marisol R. Simdn
U.S. Dept of Trmsponalim
Federal Transit Administration
203 W. Adams Street, Suite 3120
Chicago, IL 60606—2789

Attention: Mark Assam

Re: Imitation for Participating Agency
West Lake Shore Corridor Project
Environmental Impact Statement Review Process
Cook Comty. Illinois and Lake Courty, hd’iana

Dear Ms. Simén:

Thank you for your agency‘s October 1, 2014
correspondence notifying the Iinois Depatment of
Agfiwlture {IDOAI that the US. DOT Federal Transit
Administration is initiating an Emironmmtal Impact
Statement forlheWest LakeShoreCorridorProjectin
Cook Comty, Illinois and Lake County, Indiana
Your letter invites the IDOA to be a Participating
Agency 'n the EIS process for the project.

The project is located width 3 highly urbanized area
that is planned and zoned for nm-agriuittural
development. Because productive agricultural land is
not involved with this project, the IDOA respecmlly
declines your 'rwitation to become a participating
agency '91 the developrrmtoftheWest Lake Shore
Corridor Project.

Tern! 5M0. IL Dept of Agicrltme
Bureau of Land and WaterRm
State Fairgromds, PO. Box 19231‘ Springlieio. It. 62mm
111735“ WW
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From: Rick Eberly [mailto:reberly@townofdyer.net]
Sent: Friday, October 10, 2014 2:07 PM
To: Assam, Mark (FI'A)
Subject: Invitation to participate in EIS

Mark,

I recently received an invitation to participate in the Environmental Review Process for the West Lake Corridor Project,
Lake County, indiana and Cook County, Illinois. The letter of invitation does not indicate how one is to accept the
invitation. It only indicates how to decline the invitation, but I hope that I can accept the invitation by contacting you via
this email. Please let me know if there is some other way that I need to indicate my acceptance of this invitation. | would
be representing the interests of the Town of Dyer as I am the Town Administrator for Dyer.

Rick Eberly
Dyer Town Administrator

From: Jeffrey J Sriver [mailto:Jeffrev.Sriver@citvofchicaoo.oro]
Sent: Wednesday, October 08, 2014 3:15 PM
To: Assam, Mark (FI'A)
Subject: Re: Invitation to be a Participating Agency in West Lake Corridor Environmental Review Process

Hi Mark,

I am in receipt of Regional Administrator Simon's memo on this subject dated October 1, 2014. CDOT would like to be a
Participating Agency in NICTD’s West Lake Corridor Environmental Review Process, and we appreciate FTA’s invitation.
Please direct or copy further CDOT correspondence on this subject to me, and | or another CDOT Planning Section staff
will represent CDOT at project meetings as required.

Thank you and please let me know if there are any questions.

-.Ieff

tttlklitlit##Itrtlttttt'ttttuklktilkltfiih*tttlktttfli

Jeffrey Sriver
Director of Transportation Flaming and Programming
Chicago Department of Transportation
30 N. LaSalle Street, Suite 500
Chicago, Illinois 60602
Tel. BIZ-7443080
Mob. 312—287—7790

This e-mail. and any attachments thereto. is intended only for use by the addressee(s) named herein and may
contain legally privileged and/or confidential information. If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail (or
the person responsible for delivering this document to the intended recipient). you are hereby notified that any
dissemination. distribution. printing or copying of this e-mail. and any attachment thereto. is strictly prohibited.
If you have received this e-mail in error. please respond to the individual sending the message. and permanently
delete the original and any copy of any e-mail and printout thereof.

Tl)
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From: Hippenstieel, Beth Imaiito:BHiprfinsheeI@dnr.IN.govI
Sent: Tuesday, October 07, 2014 7:28 AM
To: Assam, Mark (FI'A)
Subject: ER-17897, Lake Co.

Dear Mr. Assam:

This is a standard informational email in response to your request for an Environmental Review, which was received on
October 6, 2014 for the following project:

West Lake Corridor Project, Lake 00., IN and Cook 00., IL EIS: new track improvements, four (4) new stations, and a
maintenance facility along a 9 mile southern extension along the Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District
(NICTD) existing South Shore Line (SSL) between Dyer and Hammond, IN

We would like you to know that the review is in process and a formal response will be forthcoming. Please refer to the ER
number in the subject line on all future correspondence regarding this project.

Please note that you can submit future requests electronically to the following em ail address:
cutimnmentah‘eview@dnr. ingov.

If you have any questions or comments, please contact Christie Stanifer, Environmental Coordinator, at 311232-3163 or
cstanife[@dnr.in.gov, orto check on the status of a review, please contact Beth Hippensteel at: bhi ensteel nr.in. ov,
or at 317-234-1092.

Christie Staniler
Environmental Coordinator
Indiana Department of Natural Resources
Division of Fish and Wildlife
402 West Washington St, Room W273
Indianapolis, IN 46204-2781
(317) 232—8163
Fax: (317') 232—3150

From: Fahrenwald. Peter [WWW
Sent: Thursday, October 30, 2014 3:513 PM
To: Assam, Mark {PTA}
Subject: West Lake Com'dor Project

Marl: — thanks for the opportunity to attend the agency scoping meeting for the FTAINICTD Eis. and the invitation for
the RTA to be a Participating Agency.

This is to affirm that the RTA does want to be included as a Participating Agency. andl will serve as the primary point of
contact. My contact information is listed below.

Regard 5.
Peter Fah renwald

Peter l-ahrenw‘ald
Manager. Hagen-3| ar-ci I..'.c-rndc-r Planning
Region's“ Transuti'ttrtion ril.:1lio!it'r - 175 W Jack's-o" Ell'r'J - Suite “350 - CIiIC-.3-';:_I IL GUEUfi-B'r'flfi
5 I: Hi?- 32-1? -fahrenwak1g@rtachicagg.0[g

r I n m
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From: Laszewsiii. Vrginia
Sent: Monday, October 2?. 2014 5:09 PM
To: Assam, Mark (Fm)
Cc: Wesflake, Kern-e111
Subject: FTA's letter to EPA re: West Late Com'dor Project

Good Afternoon Mr. Assa in.

is 1M! just discussed over the phone regarding EPA‘s receipt of FTA's 10f014'2014, letter concerning the proposed West
Lake Corridor project EIS:

- EPA's NEPA implementation Section just received FTA‘s letter this afternoon.
- Yes, EPA agrees to be a participating agency in FTA's E15 process for the West Lake Corridor project.
- I will not be able to attend tomorrow's Agency Scoping meeting due to the short notice.
- EPA requesls copies of the meeting handouts and any other project information.
- Please also send me a copy of the meeting minutes w/Iist of attendees and their contact Information. when

available.
- Please send all West Lake Corridor project information to my attention at the address below [make sure to include

the mail code].
- For other future FTA projects, please send notices directly to Kenneth Westlake, Chief, NEDA Implementation

Section at the same below address.

Thank you.

Virginia Laszewskl
Environmental Scientist
US EPA, Region 5
Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance {OECM
NEDA Implementation Section
1'? Westjadtson, Mail Code E-ISJ
Chicago.iL 60604
313386-1501 (volce:
SHIRE-209? {fan}

. . . .
E :
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‘

J H 5mm Wuhm I‘lwn
. ‘ Sui1u ECO

Chicago Metropolitan W 'e
Agency for Planning ”"l‘fi’

November 5,r 21114

V1; e-mail:
marl-1.1mm

Ms. Marisol R. Sdmm

U.5. [hpartmez'lt of Transportation
Fedenl Tma't Administration

Region V
_ Board Members

In? West AW5m State 320 Gerald Bennett, Chorr
Cl'ucago, Elm 60606 Rita At has

Frank Beal
oeumsmm Roger Claor

Elliott Hortstein
Thank you for your letter of October 1, 2014. In accordance with Title 40 Code A| Larson
of Federal Regulations (CFR) 1501.6 and 23 CPR 77111131). the PTA ha Lisa Laws
izwited CMAP to be a Pufidpating Agmqr in the Envitmmatt Review Andrew Madlgon
Process fortimWestLakeConidorProjecLLakeCumtyhldiaruadook RauiRaymundo
County, Illinois. Rick Reinhold

William Rodeghier
CMAPispleasedtoacmptflfismvfiafimmdassudlagreestopvvideflm Carolyn Schofield
renewing regulating developmu of the Project as: Peter Silvestrl

Roe Rupp Srch
- Participam'onm mordinafim meetings, mdjor fieldm, as Thomas WEI-5"”

appmpflaiennd Non—voting Members
I Idemifimtionoffllemipadsmdimportamifimestobe Bola Delano

addressedinflmEISpeflainingtothemtemecfimoffiieject Juan Morado, Jr_
altanafives with the mace-(s) in wrjm'isdidion Leo nne Redden

5mm Executive Director
Randy Blankenh om

KM) Mae——
mam
Executivebhm

161163136:
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“Kmart-elm
MEG-filled“

Incline Dlmmunotm lumen

Member 10. 2014

Marisol Simon
Regional Administrator
U.S. Department ofTransportation
Federal Transportation Administration — Region 5
20!} West Adams Street, Suite 320
Chicago. IL 60606-5253

RE: West Lake Corridor Project
Lake County, IN and Cook County. IL

Dear Ms. Sin-1611,

The Indiana state natural resources (so-trustees would like In he mnsidered a “Participating Agency"
in the environmental review process for the West Lake Corridor Project, Lake County, Indiana and
Cook Comty, Illinois. Correspondence can be coordinated through Carl Wodrieh, IDNR Director of
Ecological Services on behalfof the Indiana natural resumes mixtures

Mr. Wodrich attended the Agency Scoping Meeting on October 28. 2014 in Munster, IN and
provided the following comments at that meeting to the project team;

0 the Grand Calumet River (GCR), which flows through the northern Lake County cities of
Gary, East Chicago and Hammond, is one of the most contaminated rivers in the country due
to a long history of chemical dumping and discharges prior to environmental regulations in the
19705, 805 and 905; and.
contaminated sediments in the GCR avenge 8-10 feet in depth; and,
the natural resource trustees have settled claims for injuryr to natural mourns in and adjacent
to the Grand Calumet River and have used these settlement funds to leverage funding fi'orn the
U. 8. Environmental Protection Agency‘s {USEPAJ Great lakes National Program Office
under the Great Lakes Legacy Act to remediate and restore the West Branch of the GCR and
portions of the East Branch ofrhe GCR; and,

o the USEl’A, IDEM, tDNR and the U.S. Fish 3; Wildlife Service (USFWS) lmve partnered
together on these projects and by mid-2015, the West Branch of the GCR from lmiianapolis
Boulevard to the lUlN state line will have berm remediated through a combination of
dredging and disposal ofapproximately two [2} feet ofcontaminated sediments with the
remaining contaminated sediments being isolated by an approximately two (2) foot thick
reactive cap material that varies a bit in its design between the difiemfl reaches of the river,
and,

a the Indiana natural resources tmstcer do not mt to see the nearly $l 50 million in
remediation and restoration efforts in the OCR damaged by new bridge pie-s in the river
channel tinough this reactiVe esp.

mmmrmhmmfldmtm mm
mmrmmwmm
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Any and all oorrespnndenee regarding the Wen Luke Corridor Project can be se1l to Mr. Wodrieh at
enndrimlmgov, or mailed to 402 W. Washnjgmn Steel. W26l, ludiampnli; IN 46204. if you
would like to speak to Mr. Wodn‘ch, he can be mashed at 317-232-129l- Thrmlc you very much for
your consideration of our ooncems with respect to our remediation and restoration efforts ofthe
Grand Calumel River in northern lake County. Indiana.

€CL - «m _
John M. Davis, IDNR
Indiana Natural Resources (Io-Truman

Sloan-rely,

Ce: Mark Assam, USDOT FTA [Via email]
Elizabeth Admire, lDEM/lndiana Natural Remuree Ctr-Trustee (via email)
Scott Pruitt, USFWS/Indiana Natural Resource Co—Tmstec [via mail)
Carl Wodrich, IDNR (via email)
Anne Remek-Kominowski, IDHM (via email]
Daniel Sparks, USFWS Bloomington Field Office (via email]
Mane Tnclunan. USEPA GLNPO (via email}
Diana Melly, USEPA GLNPO (via email]
NICTD (via email to mject.ernail@'utdwmlnke.ooml
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CHICAGO TRANSIT AUTHORITY

567 Wesl Lake Street
Chicago, Illinms 605614498
TEL 312 564-7200
wwwtransuchicagocn’n

November 11, 2014

Marisol Simon, Regional Administrator
Federal Transit Administration Region 5
200 West Adams Street, Suite 320
Chicago, Illinois 60606-5252

RE: Invitation to be a Participating Agency in the Environmental Review Process for the West Lake
Corridor Project, Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Illinois (the "West Lake Corridor
Project")

Dear Marisol:

The Chicago Transit Authority accepts the FTA’s invitation to be a Participating Agency in the EIS process
for the West Lake Corridor Project. As you know, the ETA is currently preparing an EIS for the Red Line
Extension Project (RLE). The preferred alternative for the RLE project is a 5.3 mile extension at the
southern end of CTA's Red Line, utilizing right of way to be acquired along the east or west sides of the
Union Pacific Railroad right of way. The proposed alignment for NICTD’s West Corridor Project. utilizing
the Metra Electric District’s line. runs through the proposed RLE transit shed. Accordingly, the CTA has
both expertise and information relevant to, and intend to submit comments on, the West Corridor Lake

Project.

The CTA appreciate the opportunity to participate in this process. if you have any further questions or
concerns, please don‘t hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

0%.
Carole Morey
Chief Planning Officer

(n)
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The-ml M. Hither-Ia“, .lr.
Mayor

DEPARTMENT or rooms AND DEVELOPMENT

Dii’vL-Ri‘rii!” Of F..—’-.HHI.'i-I3r

PEA-w mom-o .mp-
Diver-.12. of =;' "r rum .2:

TO: Lisa lves. AECOM

FROM: Brian L. Poland, arcs. Director of City Planning '5.-

RE: NICTD South Shore Westlake Corridor
I

DATE: November 7. 2014

CC: Thomas M. McDen'nott. Jr. Mayor
Mark McLaughlin, Chief of Staff

On behalf of the City of Hammond. we appreciate meeting with you and yoor team as well
as John Parsons and NICTD's team on October ?. 2014. It was a great opportunity for
various City representatives to hear about the West Lake Conidor project and the
Environmental Impact Statement process and provide you with our initial feedback.

I personally attended the scoping session at the Munster Center for Performing Arts on
October 28. it was a greatopportonity.r to seek as much public comment as possible at the
beginning of the project.

As you explained on October 7. the Environmental Impact Statement process is directed
by Federal regulations in which you must address a full gamut of areas of interest. My
intention herein is to reiterate the City's comments and input from the October 7" meeting
and sup-piemented by additional feedback subsequent to that meeting.

1} Ownership of the Railroad properly.
As was discussed. the West Lake Corridor is intended for the Monon RR corridor.
The Erie Lackawanna runs NW to SE through Hammond from the Litlie Calumet
River at lndianapolis Blvd. thmugh the downtown to where it the RR crosses the
State Line near Gostlin Street. in doomtown Hammond. the Monon RR corridor
merges with the former Erie Lackawanna RR conidor at Douglas Street. The City
of Hammond acquired the Erie Lackawanna RR corridor in a quit claim deed
recorded as document number SHEET in October of 1981.

4549 Cooke;- Strain
Horn-mood, Indiana 46324

11 9.853.513?!
iota: ET'LHSE $334
wwwgclhomnmdtom
e-moi': plonrorfrjilgo'tommondrmrt
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2}

3i

4}

Around 1983. the City of Hammond applied for funding to construct a linear trail on
the Erie Lacltawanna line as well as constnict the Dan Rabin Transit Plaza. The
City of Hammond obtained Land and Water Conservation Fund grant and an Urban
Mass Transit Association grant. The land value of a miniinum of 20' width of the
100‘ right-of—way of the Erie Ladtawanna was used as local match. The Erie Trait
land was restricted to be used for open space in perpetuity and i believe the UMTA
grant restricted the Dan Rabin Plaza for Transit use for 40 years.

In reviewing Lake County‘s GIS system. it appears that it does not aocurateiy
Show the City's ownership of the Erie ROW between Dougas and the Dan Rabin
plaza.

Maintaining the Monon Trail with the Rail use.
The City wishes to retain the Morton Trail and is concerned on howthe railroad
use can function. Are there appropriate fencing or other separations between the
trains and trail users? Where would be the crossing points? Would any fencing
become barriers between the neighborhoods and downtown areas on either side
ofthe railroad corridor? What would any fencing look like? Is there appropriate
fencing for security but provide an inviting architecturally sensitive design to the
residential areas and the downtown?

Dan Rabin Plaza
it was stated at the October T‘“ meeting. you were looking into
removingirelocating the Dan Rabin Plaza. The stcture was built abdut 1984 for
the loos] bus service. With its regional services. GPTC has looked into
reopening the Plaza afler it was shuttered afier the RBA shutdown. The City
would be concerned that its responsibilities under the grant obligations are
addressed.

Maintenance Facility south of 1 T3” Street
it was indicated at the October 7"“ and the October 28‘“ meeting that one of the
locations NICTD is considering for the maintenance facility is the property south of
173'“. This area of Hammond is residential and one of the more stable
neighborhoods of Hammond. Locating as maintenance facility which is more of an
industrial use would not be appropriate for this area of Hammond. It is my
understanding from the October 23* meeting that the facility would potentially have
a fueling station for diesel engines. the trains would have to run overnight to keep
the engine warm. the engine could be kept warm by electricity but would result in a
diesel engine being restarted in the earty momlng hours. This would be an adverse
effect on the residential neighborhood from the noise, fumes. and fuel delivery
vehicles.

n
WEST uncommon Page D-17 March 2015Minimal



 
Scoping Summary Report  

 Page D-18 March 2015 

NIEID Scoping Summary Report

5}

i")

3i

9)

1D}

i1}

Diesel versus electric trains
it is our understanding that both diesel and electric trains are being considered.
Electric trains bring up the concern of how the electric lines are constructed. Diesel
trains bring up the concerns of l'lOlSE and fumes.

Freight Traffic
The City has well expressed its opposition to the line being used for frelght
purposes.

Route through Downtown Hammond
On October 7"’1 it was discussed how the route would run north of the Dan Rabin
Plaza to go under the Hohman overpass, then start to elevate to go over the E-W
railroad tracks before returning to grade near Gostlin Street. We discussed the
engineering of the route of making the 'let‘t" and “right‘ turns. The City is ooncemed
about how street crossings will be affected at State Street and Willow Court. The
City is aiso concerned about how the route may affect the Chicago Streetostiin
Street reconstruction project.

Station locations
Three potential locations were being investigated for Hammond: 173'“ Street,
downtown Hammond. and the Gateway Station. Some of the concerns common to
all of these potential locations would be the size and location of parking facilities.
impacts from lighting from the parking area. buffering from adjacent uses. etc. as
well as an individual concern about the potential of using the existing parking
structure in Downtown Hammond.

TOD {Transit oriented development}
The opportunity for sensitive and appropriate transit oriented devetoprnent is
tremendous for the station locations. which has the potential of providing new
housing and economic development opportunities. Subsequent to the meetings,
the City has provided the requested information for the grant application that was
discussed at the October 7“” meeting. We look forward to pursuing this with NlCTD.

Environmental Concerns
Concerns about noise and fumes have been referenced above. Also. there are
concems about any ground contamination that may exist in the former Monon yards
or along the railroad corridor. Hammond's Department of Environmental
Management can provide you any assistance that is requested.

impacts on Historic Areas
At the October 7" meeting. the National Register Historic Districts in the Forest
Avenue area and Downtown Hammond were discussed. The City Planning
Department is available to assist in the Section 106! 4f process.

hT”
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United States Department of the interior
Fish and Wildlife Service

Hlm'tmingtun Field tillice (ES)
(fill South Walker Street

Bloomington. IN 47403v212l
Phone: (“EMS-34261 fax: (“3334-4273

November 4. 2014

NICTD
West Lake Corridor Project
33 East US. Highway 12
Chesterton. Indiana 46304

Dear Sir

This is in reference to the September 30. 201-4 Federal Register Notice of Intent to Prepare an
lint'ironmental Impact Statement for development ot'a commuter rail line within an approximate
9-rnilt: corridor between Dyer and Hammond. with a possible extension southeast to St. John. all
in Lake County. Indiana. The 1.1.3. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) offers the ii'tllowing
com ments.

.t‘t coalition of the Northern Indiana Commuter transportation District (NIC'I'D). l'own of
Munster. and City ot‘llammond owns the abandoned right-of-way of the Morton Railroad
between the 45"‘iFishcr Streets area in Munster and Sibley Street in Hammond and proposes
toting this corridor. in conjunction with the active CSX truck. currently utilized by Amtrak and
freight trains. south urns" ‘3:q as the primary route of the proposed commuter rail line. New
trucks will he required hei'ond Sibley Street. Use ofa portion of the existing South Shore Line
{551.} and Metro Electric District (MED) facilities or alternative existing rail lines between
Hammond and Chicago will also be addressed. Several alternatives for a rail yard’maintenanee
f‘neilihr will be cmsidererL including near L-S 4| at St. John. near Main Street in Dyer. and at the
site. oi: the former Momn rail yard in southern Hammond.

There may be wetlands in the i"isltt.-r.v’-l:i“I Streets area in southern Munster because numerous
other proposed developments in that area have encountered wetlands. However. we do not know
‘t'l'llflt' specific parcel has already been purchased by the NlC'l'D/Munsrertlianunnnd coalition in
anticipation ol'n passenger station in that area. so we do not know it" wetlands are involved or
not. Wetland delin-titms will therefore be necessary in this area.

(n)
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There may also he wetlands associated with the proposed crossings ofthe West Branch Little
Calm-net River. West Branch (hand Calumet Riser. audior Calumet RiverfCaltnnet Sag Charmel.
depending upon the route chasm. The crossing ufthe West Branch Little Calumet will likely be
at the site of the existing abandomd bridge. and a crossing of the Calumet River-ital Sag
Channel would be in the ticinity ol'the existing Indiana Harbor Belt {lHBl Railroad bridge in
Bm'nhnm. The NIH route bisects Beaubien Woods Forest Preserve in Illinois. which contains
numerous wetlands. including adjacent to the existing single railroad track: in Bumham. the [HR
is also adjacent to wetlands, plus the Burnharn Prairie Nature Present. Since entirely new tracks
will be required in the donntovm Hammond area to connect the old Morton right-of-uay with the
existing SSL tracks north of the West Branch Grand Calumet River. it is currently unknown
where there may be a new crossing ofthe Were Branch Grand Calumet.

The existing bridge over the West Branch Little Calumet River includes several piers within the
river channel 1which are knonn to collect debris and contribute to flooding problems dining high
water events. Therefore. the DEIS needs to evaluate the impacts of treating this bridge in place to
serve the commuter line versus removing it and replacing it at the saute site with a clear span
bridge with no in-cltannel piers.

The FWS will request mitigation for wetland losses: the mitigation ratio for the loss offarestcd
Welland is 4:] . with 2: or 3:l forcmcrgent and sentb—shmb we'tlmds. The US. Army Corps of
Engineers. Chicago District. will have to determine whether or not a Section 404 permit would
he required for the filling of wetlands due to the rail project. However. the Federal Transit
Administration has an obligation to minimize the destruction. loss. or degradation ofwetlands
pursuant to Executive Order [1990. as mended by Executive Order l2608. cumming
protection of wetlands. regardless of the need fora wetland fill permit.

Of particular concern to the W5 is the possibility of: new crossing of the West Branch Grand
Calumfl River in Hammond. The FWS. in conjunction with the other Natural Resources
Trustees tlndiarta DeparunenL-t of Nation! Resources and Environmental Management) ha been
working with the US. Environmental Protection Agency t EPM to remedial: the severely
polluted sediments within both the West and Fast Brarwhes of the Grand Calumet River in
Indiana utilizing Great Lakes Legacy Act and the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative fiutding.
This mold-year project has been proceeding along carious distinct segments of the river. with the
westernmost portion. Reaches 6 and 7 between Hohman Avenue and the State Line. being the
last segment to he remediated within the Wei Branch Grand Calmnet: pennits have been
received and work will begin shortly. The work involves dredging of some of the contaminated' sediments and capping of the remaining sediments with 3 $6033.11m grid. organ-nudity. more:
granulated activiated carbon 3 minimum of 2 feet deep. topped with several feet of clean sand.
Because of the dredging and capping. the Trustees are opposed to an}’ monetim activities tl'utt
could compromise the integrity ofthe esp. includi ng the Idaoement ofpiers and abutments for a
new railroad bridge. If it is determined by the FTA that a new bridge will be necessalj' to cross
the West Branch Grand Calumet within Hammond. this bridge must be a clear span, with no
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piers or continents within the river channel. We are not am of similar constraints to the
construction ofa new bridge over the river in Illinois, bocsuse to our knowledge the State of
Illinois has not proposed to dredge and cap the river in that state.

Executive Order 13186. issued on January ID. lflfll . directs each Federal agency taking actions
having or likely to have a negative impact on migratory bird paptflatiom to work “ith the FWS
to develop an agreement to conserve those birds under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (META).
In addition to avoiding or minimizing impacts to migratory bird populations. agenda will be
expected to take reasonable steps that include restoring and errhrrrcing habitat and incorporating
migratory bird conservation into agency planning processes whenever possibie. Therefore. the
DEIS you are preparing will need to address this issue. included in the migratory bird issue is the
presence of bald eagles nesting’anempting to nest within wetland and woodland habitats in the
Grand CalmeL’Cal-Sag Channel/lake Calumet area in Illinois during the past +5 years. An
adult eagle pair has attempted to nest at several locations in this area. but we do not have
infomation about the success of the most recent nesting attempL although the first several
attempts were not successful- Bald eagles are pr'oteued by the MBTA and also by the Bald and
Golden Eagle Protection Act; please refer to the National Bald Eagle Management Guidelines
available on the US. Fish and Wildlife Sen-ice's Website.

As discussed in the Federal Transit Administration's October I. 2014 letter to the US. Fish and
Wildlife Service. our agency agrees to be a Participating Agra-icy during the EIS process Stati‘ at
our Northern Indiana Suboffice is available to attend the interagency meetings auditor field
reviews and to provide early coordination comments on the proposaL Please addrem
correspondence to Mrs. Elizabeth McCloskey. [1.5. Fish and Wildlife Service. Northern Indiana
Subofi‘rce. P.0. Box 2616. Chesterton Indiana 45394. phone {219) 983-9753.

“:1. ' ov.

ENDANGERED SPECIES

1.c County. lndiana is within the range oflhe Federally endangered Indiana bat (Mm
socialist and Karner blue butterflyWmclissa samuelis). the proposed endangered
northern long—cared bat (MIMEW}.and the threatened Pitche‘r's thistle I'Cirsium
fined) and Mead‘s milkweed {mmcadii}. {Took Camry. lll'mois is within the range of
the Feds-roll)r endangered piping plover (Mus meld-dost. Hine‘s emerald dragonfly
(Smtghlom hinerrnal, and lurk-prairie clover IlJalcafilm). the promsed endangered
northern long-cared hat. the directcnod prairie bush cloverM3%).micro
prairie fringed orchid (Platamhera Ieunophaea}. and Hood's miikwood. and the curdidatc car-1cm
momsauga rattlcsrrskc (Sistrurus cgtenntos) and rattlesnake—roaster borer moth Mm
mam Also in Cook County there is designated Critical Habitat for the [line‘s emerald
draconfltr.
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None ot'thc Lake County listod spccies are knotm within the West lake (‘orridor ioct Study
Nut. Most of the Cook County listed sixties are also not krmm within the Corridor. including

- the llinc's emerald dragonfly and its C ritiioa] Habitat. Howcver, we do not know tho Mus of
some of the species within thc l-‘orcst Picscnics. Natural: Pros-ones. and richer protected habitats
within the Corridor.

W: appreciatc the opportunityr to protidc input during this mv‘tronmental scoping process. If you
have any questions about our commit. plcnsc contact Elizabeth McCloskcy at (219') 983-9753
or Elizabeth mcclgskgyih'i'fws.gov.

Sincerely yours.

5 - , ,- 2" J' iii-:3? . - .1.,If:1“: {,1 c" If /5.--._-. L... . o/llll»

x r f:
Scott E. Pruitt

iii-("ff I; __; f‘r:
5 .‘

l. upmtwr

cu: Regional Director. FWS. Ft. Snellirlg. MN tHCfECi'NWl) (ER [#0622)
USDI. Office of Environmental Policy amt Compiinncc. Washington. DC. {PEPFNRMi
Shawn Cirton. USI—‘WS. Chicago Field Office. Harrington. IL
Carl Wodriclt IDNR. land ACquisition. Indianapolis. [hi
Lori White. lDNR. ciomd Environmental Biologist. West Lafayette. IN
Christie Stanifcr. iDNR. Environmemal Coordinator. Imiianapolis. N
Marry Maup'tn. IDEM. Office of Water Quality. Indianapolis. IN
Paul Lcfl'lcr. USAGE. Regulatory Branch. Chicago. IL
Kenneth Westlake. IZSFPA. NEPA Implementation Section. Chicago. IL
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. ” wwwnirpcnirg

RESOLUTION 14-32

A RESOLUTION OF THE NORTHWESTERN INDIANA REGIONAL PLANNING
COMMISSION IN SUPPORT OF INCREASED INVESTMENT IN COMMUTER RAIL

CONNECTING CHICAGO TO NORTHWEST INDIANA AND THE EXPANSION OF THE
WEST LAKE CORRIDOR

WHEREAS, the citizens of Indiana require a safe, efficient and effective transportation
system that maintains and enhances mobility and contributes to improving the quality of life;
and

WHEREAS, the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission, hereafter referred to
as “The Commission", being designated the Metropolitan Planning Organization for the Lake,
Porter and LaPorte County region, has established a region-wide, cooperative,
comprehensive and continuing planning process to develop the unified planning work
program, long-range transportation plan and transportation improvement program; and

WHEREAS, The Commission enacts the plans and programs to facilitate federal, state and
local funding for surface transportation improvements carried out by the Indiana Department
of Transportation, the region‘s communities, counties and transit operators, and provides
technical assistance and expertise to regional transportation interests; and

WHEREAS, The Commission as a regional policy body and as staff is strongly committed to
the successful implementation of a commuter rail project in Northwest lndiana, one of the key
economic development and quality of life initiatives for the region, one which will drive the
future of the region; and

WHEREAS, The Commission sees itself as a partner with NICTD; and

WHEREAS, access to a world-class economy is economically beneficial to the State of
Indiana;

WHEREAS, more than 50,000 residents of Lake and Porter Counties commute to Illinois for
employment annually;

WHEREAS, access to Chicago doubles the job base of Lake & Porter counties to 513,000
vs. 244,600;

WHEREAS, the average annual household income of $82,000 for a South Shore commuter
equates to approximately $369 million;

(n)
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Commission hereby endorses increased
investment in commuter rail connecting the Chicago market to northwest Indiana in general.
The Commission also specifically endorses any opportunity for the development of the West
Lake Corridor expansion.

Duly adopted by the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission on this 16th day
of October, 2014.

E z ;
/nedecor \

Chairperson
AWESTI

Roose'velt Allen, Jr. /
Secretary
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THIS Is nor A PERMIT |
State of Indiana

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
Division of Fish and Wildliie

Early CoordinationiEnyironn'lental Assessment
ONE #2 ER—17897 Rut-west Received: October 6. 2014

Esq MIDI: US Department ofTWINE
Hark Assam
Federal Transit Mmirisuatlon
200 M51 Adams Skeet. Suite 320
Chicago, it 906055253

Project:

Cou ntyrslte Info:

Regulatory Assessment:

Natural Heritage Database:

Fish 8. Wildlife Commentl:

West Lake Corridor Project. Lake 00.. IN and Cook Cc, IL E18: new track
improvements, [our [4} new stations, and a maintenance facile] aiong a 9 mile acumen!
extension along the Nortiiern Indiana Commuter Transportation District [NlCTD}
existing South Shore Line {SSL} between Dyer and Harmnd, IN
Lake

The indiana Department of Natural Resources has reviewed the above relerenoed
project per your request Our agency offers the following comments tor your
information and in accordance with the National Environmemd Policy Act of 1%.

If our agency has regulatory jurisdiction over the project. the recommendations
contained In this latter may become requirements or any pennl reared. Hwe do not
have permitting authoriy. alt recommendations are voumary.
This proposal may reomre the formal approval of our agency pursuant to the Flood
Control Act (IC 14-284} for any proposal to construct. excavate. or fill in or on he
flood'myofaeu'eamor other flowing watomodywhioh hasad’a'nagearea genierthm
one square mile, or the Late Preservation Act {to 14-262} for any construdicn mama
talus piece at or lakeuard oi the legal shoreline of a ptblio freshwater lake. Please
submit more deraled plans to the Division at Water's Tectnlcal Services Section if you
are unsure “neuter or not a permit wit be required.
The Natural Heritage Program’s data have been checked.
This project doee not impact any DNR owned nature preserves. Also. no plant or
animal species listed as state or tederaliy unrefined. endangered. or rare have been
reported to commit-tin the proposedcorrldor Howaver. a Historical reocrclofthe
northern leopard {r09 {Lilhobcates plpiens). a state species at special concern. and a
wet-meelo sand prairie 'behnveen EJE Retreat! and Conrail Railroad tracks' near Dyer
about 0.4 rrl'le 935t project. have been documemed with 112 mile of the proposed
corridor.

This review is based on the mutant proposed aignment. Once Mono and
maintenance site: are determined, or lli the proposed alignment 5 amped. turd-m
review and comments may be nearibd.
ViledonolforesaeanylmpaotatotheNortlmloopardirogasamsmofttuaprcjeot

Avoid and mlnlrnke impacts to fan. Wife. and botanical resonance to the greatest
extent possiblo. and compensate for impacts. The following are recommendations that
address pmonltal Impacts ldonlrfrod in the proposed protect area:

1) Stream Cmeeinge;
Utiizlng existing structures will produce fewer impacts to streams. wetlands. and
surrounding habitats. If the rehabilitation ofan existing structure is not feasible
consider the following:

(U)
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| THIS is not A PERMIT .l
Stalie'bf Indiana

:3 DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
Division of Fish and Wildlife

Early CoordinationlEnvironmental Assessment
Using a three apan- structure wfi-loul piers wilhIn the Little Calumet River could provide
benefits to the river by removing the existing structure and piers and allowing the river
to flow mobshucted. Locating a new emiciure within the foomnnt oi the existing
structure and 'minlmtzing Encode to surrounding habitat will aid to further minimize
hpactato the river, wetlands. and surrounding habitat.

For purposes of maintaining fish passage through a crocsmg structure. the
Envirqnmemfl Unit.mmmmends bridges rather than culverts and bottomless culverts
raihei‘than- box or pipe culverts. Wide culverts are better than narrow culverts. and
culverts with shorter through lengths are better than culverts with longer through
lengths. if box or pipe culverts are used. the bottoms should be buried a minimum of E"
tor‘20'i'i: of the-culvertheighlipipe diameter, whichever is greater up to a malimum of 2‘}
below the stream bed elevation to allow a natural etreombed to form within or under the
crossing structure. Crossings should. span the entire channel width {a minimum of 1.2
times-the banktul width); malntain the natural stream substrate within the structure;
have a minimum openness ratio {height in: width i length} of 0.25: and have stream depth
and water velocities-owing low-flow conditions that are approximate to those in Ihe

- rnaturel stream channel

2} Bank Stabilization:
Establishing vegetation along the banks is critical for stabilization and erosion control.
In addition to vegetation, some otter form of bank atomization may be needed While
hard armoring alone (6.9. riprap er glacial stone} may be needed in certain instances.

vsctt annoring and bloengineering techniques should be considered first. in many
instances. one or more methods are necessary to increase the likelihood of veg elation
establishment. Combining vegetation with most bank stabilization methods can provide
additional bank protection while not compromising the benefits to fish and wildlife.
Information about bioenglneenng techniques can be found at

unwiiMw.in.govflegishfivefladz01204D4-lR-312120154NRA.xml.pdf. Also. the
following'is i3 USDNNRCS document that outlines many different bioonginocring
techniques-for sb-earnbank stabilization: htip:iidireciivee.ec.egov.usde.govi1T553.wha.

Thencw.‘ replacement. or rehabbed structure. and any bank stabilization under or
around the structure. should not create conditions than are less favorable for wildlife
pmage under the structure convoared to the current conditions. A level area of natural
ground under the structure is ideal for wildlilo passage. if hard armo‘inu is needed. we
recormenci a smooth-surfaced material such as articulated concrete male {or rlprep at
the toe and-turf reinforcement mats above the riprap izoe protection) be placed on the
side-slopes instead of riprep Such materials will not impair wildlife mmtenl along the
banks under the bridge.

Riprep must not be placed in the active thalwog channel or placed in the sirearnbed in a
manner that precludes fish or aquatic organism passage (riprap must nol be placed
above the erdsling streambed elevation). Riprep may be used only at the toe of the
sideslopee up tome-ordinary high water mark (OHWMi. The timbre above the OH'WM
muetberestored. ctablizad. end revegetated using geoiexiilec and a mixture of
.‘greseee. deepen-wildflowers. shrubs. and trees native to Northern Indiana and

- specifically for stream benldlioodway stabilization purposes as soon as possible upon
Wm -.
'3)Riparian:Habitat:
Werecommend a-mitigation plan be developed (and submitted with [he permit
application ill-aquired) ii habitat mpects wtll oomr. The DNR‘s Floodwey Habitat
Mitigation guldelrnec (and plani lists) can he found mine at:

..hilpdiwww.in.govlloghht‘wefiad20140808-iR-312140295NRm-onlpdi.

0T,
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| THIS Is NOT A Pants" |
State oi India he

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
Division of Fish and Wildlife

Early CoordinafiontEnvironmantal Assessment
Impacts to non-wetland forest over one [1} acre should be mitigated at s minlmm 2:1
ratio. lflees thanone sore ofnonmtland tomatisremovedhamal setting,
replacement should be at a 1:1 ratio based on area. Irrpaois to non-wattmd hast
under one :1} acre in an urban settingsnmlo be mitigated by plasma rive trees. at least
2 inches in diarnetsr-st—broast height mom. for emit tree which is removed ital is 10'
dbh or greater (5:1 mitigation based on the number of large trees).

Remediation etiorts along the nest and east brmchesotthe Gram Calumet R'Ner
underline Great Lakes Legacy Adar-id Great Laces Restoration Initiative hauebeen
tan-going, and the last segment of remediation work stung the Grand Calurnet River
from 1-10t Avenue to me state Ins wll begin soon. Any wk proposed within the
Grand Calumet River fbodway for this order: should avoid Impacts to any mligatlon
talent-19 areas from the remediation project.

4} Wetlands:
A iotrnal wetter-rd defineation should be omduoted in order to determne the presence oi
and extent of any wetland lubttstwithn the project corridor. Impacts should be avoided
and minimized to the greets-st extant possibb.
Due to the presence or potential presence of wetlands on site. we remmend
contacting and ooordhafing with the Indiana Department of EnvironmentalMm!
(IDEM1401 program and also the US Army Corps of Engineers (USAGE) £04 pmgm
lit-roasts to wetlands should be mitigated a the appropriate ratio (sea guidelines shove}

5) Exposed Soils:
All exposed soil areas mtetbe stabilized with temporary orpemmentvegetalion by
Novenbert BehveenNovembertmdAprllt allemossdsoilsideiorlongerttm?
daysmtstbestabllizedwltherosionoonu-olblarketsorwlil-Iebondediiaermatrht
hydro-mulch. Sites mustb-e protectedirorn seasonal flooding bylvaeepingtraific uses
covered with stone and soil stockpiles seeded, stable and contained with sit tending.

The additional measures listed below should be implemented to avoid, ninlmize or
compensate for impacts to fish. wildlife. and botanical rssoutoes:
1. Revegetale all here and disturbed areas with a airtime of grasses (emludlng all
varieties of trait tescue} legumes and native shrub and hardwood tree species as soon
as possible upon
2. I'Ir‘inimlzs and contain within the project limits inchannel disturbance and the destiny
of «ass and brush.
3. Do notworkin titewaternavim April 1throutune Bummemiorwritten
approval at the Division of Flat; and 'lt‘iiidl‘rie.
4. Do not out any trees soluble for Indiana bat roosting [greater than 3 inches dhh.
living or dead, with loose hanging bark) from April 1 mrough September 30
5, Do notexoavatslntha tori flowered emoopttortheplaoementoipiers. bundstloris.
and riprap, or removal of the old structure.
6. Do not construct any temporary runamunds. causeways. or ooiierdame.
7. Use minimum average 15 inch graded rlprap stone extended below the normal water
level to provide habitat for aquatic organisms in the m
B. Do not use broken oonoreis as rlprap.
9. Minimize the movement oi rssuspendad bottom sediment from the smooths-ta project
area.
10. Do notdepoeitor sliowdemotimn nuts-teleordahris to fill orohsrwiseentertha
waterway.
11. Appropriately designed measures for oonirdling erosion and sediment must be
iwlementsd to prevent sediment from entering the stream or leaving the oonsi'uotim
site; niairiteln these measures until construction is oompleh and all dsotrbed you are
stabilized.
12. Seed and protect all disturbed streambanks and slopes that are 3:1 or steeper with
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[ THIS IS NOT A PERMIT l
Stain of Indiana

DEPARTMENT OF HAWRAL RESOURCES
Division of Fish and Wildlife

Early CoordinationiEnvironmEntal Assessment
erosion control hanlmls fidlmnr rr'anufacmrer‘s recomndalions for salactiorr and
lnslallalion); seed and apply' rmlch an all other disturbed 311335.

Conflict Bluff; Christie L. Slanifer, Environ. Coordinator. Fish 3. Midlife
Our agency appreciates thrs opporturity to be of service. Plaasa omtaci me above
staff member at {31?} 2324030 ”If we can be of further assistance.

_.-._ 91%. _Date: Nmernber7.201£
Christie L. Slanifer

'
._r

Environ Coordlnator
Division of Fish and Wildlife
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Midwest Region
601 Riverfront Drive

Omaha, Nebraska 63 ICE-4226
NOV 12 Eiilii

r .DtMWR-PCLIPC}

Mr. Mark Assam
Environmental Protection Specialist
Federal Transit Administration, Region 5
200 W. Adams Street, Suite 320
Chicago, Illinois 60606

Dear Mr. Assam:

As requested by the Department of the Interior (Department), the Midwest Regional Office of
the National Park Service (NPS) has reviewed Notice of Intent (N01) to prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement (BIS), by the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), for the
West Lake Corridor Project in Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Illinois. The NPS offers
the following comments and recommendations for your consideration:

There are 21 Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) projects sponsored by various entities
within Lake County, Indiana, that may be within or close to the proposed West Lake study area.
Each of these sites is encumbered by the LWCF Act (Public Law 88-578, as amended) and
specifically Section 6(f)(3) of the Act which states: "No property acquired or developed with
assistance under this section shall without the approval of the Secretary (of the Interior), be
converted to other than public outdoor recreation uses, Tire Secretary shall approve such
conversion only if he finds it to be in accord with the then existing comprehensive statewide
outdoor recreation plan and only upon such conditions as he deems necessary to assure the
substitution ofother recreation properties of at least equal fair market value and of reasonably
equivalent usefulness and location."

We therefore recommend officials preparing tire West Lake document contact Robert Bronson
with the Indiana Department of Natural Resources for additional consultation in determining the
exact location for each of these assisted sites. Mr, Bronson is the administrator for the LWCF
program in Indiana and can be contacted at the locations below:

Mr. Robert Bronson
Division of Outdoor Recreation
Indiana Department of Natural Resources
402 West Washington Street, W27]
Indianapolis, lndiana 46204
317-232-4075
bbronson@dnr,in.gov

TAKE. PRIDE“ .4
INAMERICA
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The LWCF projeols ate:

lit-00005. Edward C. Bowling Park 18—63059, Wsdmrth Park
IE-flmfil Eliendale Park lfleflflfiil, Wadsworth Park
| 3-DD03?. Sheppard Park [E‘WIEI Nor'llrgate Peri:
Ifl-flfllfifl. Meadows Park Acquisition iii—flfllii‘}. trending Park 'l'ennie (bun Lighting
13-00194. Mnywood Park Annex 134113193, I-inrrison Park Tennis Court Lighting
18+00199. Ridgewsy Pork tB-flflzflfi, Meadows Park DcVeioprnent
”$9226. Hoosier Prairie Acquisition l3-flfl23 l. Pheasant Hills Park
lit-0023‘}, Bluebird Pork I8-flfl302. Munster Community Park
iii-(1036911, Harrison Park Renovation lfi-flfl'ilfi, State Park 3: Preserve Improvements
13-00“ 7. Centennial Plaza and Trail IS-DIJSZB, Centermial Park Phase ll
13-00586, Teibei Nature Park

The Department lets in continuing interest in oer-king with the Federal Railroad Adnnoisnmioo to
ensure impacts to resources of concern to the [Jepnrtment and the NPS are adequately oddremed.
For questions or additional information regarding these sites. please comet Bob Anderson,
Chicfi Recreation Grants Division, Midwest Region, National Park Service, (will Riverfront
Drive. Omaha. Nebraska, telephone 402-661-540, email Bob L _ Amiersoo@ops.gov.

We appreciate the opportuni to provide these oommente

Sincerely.

RWESE‘T‘
Patricia 3. Trap
Acting Regional Director, Midwest Region

bee:
NPS-EQD-Denver
NPS-MWR-PC (Chevance)
NPS-MWR-Grants (Anderson)
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From: Dustin Anderson ‘

Sent: Monday, Nmnber 17, 2014 4:33 PM
To: Assam, Mark (FM)
Subject: West Lake Corridor Proje-(t - Enwronmemal Review Frau-55

Mark.

It was a pleasure speaking to you this afternoon

As I mentioned, the invitation letter ame to me later than intended.

'IM'IiIe I did miss the initial project scoping conversaljon, I would very much like Munster to be included as a Participating
Agency in the EIS Project

Thank you very much.

Dustin Anderson
Town of Munster lndiana
D: 219 336 6905
E: 219 Till 8752
W

(Tr,
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OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF COOK COUNTY

[18 NORTH CLARK STREET
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 30802

(312) 603-6400
TDD (312) 603-5255

TONI PRECKWINKLE
PRESIDENT

October 24, 2014

Marisol R. Simon
Regional Administrator
US. Department of Transportation
Federal Transit Administration
200 West Adams Street, Suite 320
Chicago, IL 60605-5253

Dear Ms. Simon:

I am in receipt of your letter dated October 1, 2014 inviting Cook County to participate in the
Environmental Review Process for the West Lake Corridor Project, Lake County, Indiana. Cook County
appreciates being asked to serve as a participating agency in the EIS process for this project and accepts
your invitation. The County will be represented by John Yonan, Superintendent, Depaltment of
Transportation and Highways, and by Maria Choca Urban, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer, Bureau
of Administration. Contact information for both John and Maria is as follows:

John Yonan Maria Choca Urban
Superintendent Deputy Chief Administrative Officer
Department of Transportation and Highways Bureau of Administration
69 W. Washington Street, Suite 2300 69 W. Washington Street, Suite 2300
Chicago, IL 60602 Chicago, IL 60602
312—603-1601 312-603-1652
John.Yonan@cookcountyiLgov Maria.ChocaUrban@cookcountyiLgov

Send meeting materials for the Agency Scoping Meeting on October 28Ill to John and Maria.

Sincerely,

Toni Preckwinkle
President, Cook County Board of Commissioners

cc: Mark Assam, FTA Region V
Reginald Arkcll, FTA Region V
John Parson, NIC'I‘D Director of Marketing and Planning
Lisa Ives, West Lake Corridor Project Manager

(TI)
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will” UNITED STATES ENVIHUNHEHTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
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Marisol R. Simon
Regional Administrator
Federal Transit Administration
200 West Adams Street, Suite 320
Chicago. Illinois 60606

John Parsons
Project Manager
Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District
33 East US. lfighway 12
Chesterton. Indiana 46304

Re: Scoping Comments Federal Transit Administration (PTA) Notice of Intent (NOT) to
Prepare an Emdromnental lmpact Statement (E15) for the West Lake Corridor Project in
Lake County. Indiana and Cook County. Illinois.

Dear Ms. Simon and Mr. Parsons:

The 11.5. Environmcmal Protection Agency (EPA! ruined the Federal Transit
Administration‘s (PTA) Squember 30, 2014, Federal Rem Notice of Intent (NO!) to prepare
an Environmental Impact Statement (ElS) in cooperation with the Northern Indiana Commuter
Transportation District (NICTD) for the Wcst [Alt Corridm Project (Project). EPA also
reviewed NICTD’s West Lake Corridor Project Scarring Booklet (dated October 2014} (Scoping
Booklet). EPA accepted panicipating agency status in FTA's mvironmcntal micw process for
the Project (per October 2?, 2014 5:09 PM email from V, Lnszcwdti, EPA to M Assam, PTA).
In accordance with EPA'S responsibilities under Section lDZfZKC} of the National
Emiranmental Policy Act (NEPAL and Section 309 ofthe Clean Air Act (CAAL we are
providing scoping comments regarding issucs that we bcljcrc should be considered during the
preparation of the [31$ for this mail proi

“to NOI and Scoping Booklet identify that the purport: ofthc Project is to cxpand NICTD’S
transit service coverage in high-grown]! cross ofLake County. Indiana in order to improve
mobility and accessibility. and stimulate local job creation and economic development
oppommitics for Lake County. Altai-natives to be considered in the DEIS include a lid-build
alternative and a Commuter Rail alternative. The Comma Rail alternative has several
alignment design options for route aligtuncntst station locatims. mallow-mace facility sites, and
vehicle mode (i.c.. clcctric hcavy rail, diesel hoary rail. and combined clam-iodine] rail).

RmyrlmJRn-al-hu u D maul «In I‘lr-‘lllJl‘lv ‘1': rim-1M Ir-la r—I '-‘r"-’!-:-. Dn.-.-Ir I F:,—.—- ;-':‘I" ft-t-rr-mu n—.--u
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Sediment remediation
in an effort to clean up the most polluted areas in the Great Lakes. the United States and Baroda
committed to working with State and Provincial governments to detelop Remedial Acrion Plans
for designated Areas of Concern (ADC) in the Great Lakes Rain. The northern portion of the
Project study area in Indiana is located within a designated ADC. This portion of the study area
includes the West Branch Gmnd Calumet River. Orr-going remadiation cfl’ons by EPA and the
Indiana Department ofNatural Rnsources 0]]t to address polluted sediments in the West
Branch Grand Calumet River in lndiana have been and continue to take place up to the
Indianai'lllinois state line. Remediation work involves dredging of some of the polluted
sediments and capping the remaining sediments. EPA and [DNR are particularly concerned that
the integrity of the cap is maintained and that remediation efi‘u'ts are not disturbed and-'or
disrupted.

The DEIS will need to address these concerns. The West Lake Corridor Project should be
located. designed, constructed and operated to avoid impacts to past, present and future
remediation efforts on the West Branch of the Grand Calumet River. If a new bridge crossing is
necessary in this area, then we recommend the bridge be designed to span the river m'thoul piers
or abunncnts placed in the river channel that would compromise the integrity of the cap. For
additional information. contact Diana Madly. EPA Great Lakes National Program Office at
311’886-m5 armatlndimncsmgtn

magneto
Lake Corn-try, Indiana and Cook County, Illinois are designated non-attainment for the 2003 8-
hour ozone standard. EPA plans to propose a revised ozone standard December I. 2014 and
finalize October 2015. For information regarding the ozone standard. you may contact Edward
Dot},r ofour Air and Radiation Division at 3] 3886-605? or atW.

Other issuer.-
EPA concurs with the 21 general categories ot'cnvimomental momecs and potential 1111m
identified in the Scoping Booklet [page Stand HUI (V. Probable EffecLo’Potential lrnmcts for
Analysis) for proposed detailed examination in the E15. The enclosrue to this letter protides
additional comments for PTA and NICTD consideration while preparing the 01513. Our
commenta in part. regard identification and assessment nt'altematit-‘es’altemative options. and
subjects to be evaluated. including omen-dependent populations, populations with
enviromrental justice concerns. air quality. water resources, vegetatim and wildlife habitat.
induced development. and mitigation. We also recommend the project proponent. consider
incorporating green building. strategies into the 1ll'i’est Laltc Corridor I’rojcct By flooring gee-n
building strategies, the project proponents can maximize economic and entironmental
performance. Green building methods can be integrated into holdings tog“ transit stations) at
anyr Stags: from design and construction. to renovation and dectmstruction.

EPA understands that the PTA cnvironmmtal miew will culminate in a combined Final EIS
tFEiSFRecord of Decision {ROD}. We remnrrrrerid PTA convene a meeting of the participating
reaotu'ces agencies to prom and discuss FTA'S proposed draft written respmses to DEIS
Comments prior to PTA issuing an FEISIROD. This will provide the remurees agencies an

(TD
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LIJ

opportunity to react to the proposed responses In the agencies‘ DEIS nnmmmts and for
resolution of these issues to be pursufil prior to release of line FEIS’RDD.

Virginia Lam's-kl, of my staff, is EPA's lead NEPA reviewer for this project. She may be
reached by calling 313886—7501 or by email at laszewskixirginiaifiepagnv. As a participating
agency, EPA will mend project meetings-”conference calls and ItVlC‘W [Inject materials as stafi'
time and resources allow. EPA requests at least a Win-week advance notice prior to our receipt
of prince! materials for review and print to prnject mcding’nnnfcrmcc calls.

Sincerely._ '2 //__}I
./,// a?“

Kenneth A. W akc
Chief. NEPA lfitplememation Section
Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance

Enclosure: EPA Scoping Comments - PTA West Lain: Corridor ioct [318

Cu: Scott Pruitt. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Blonmington Field Office (ES).
620 South Walker Street. Blunmingtnn. Indiana 47403-2l2l

Elizabeth MoCloskey. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Northern Indiana Suboflice,
P1). Box 2616. Chesterton. Indiana 4530-1

Shawn Cinon, U. 8. Fish and lMidlife Senice. Chicago Enolngiml Field Office.
1250 South Grove Avenue. Suite 1'33. Harrington. Illinois 60010

Paul Lefflcr. U.S. Army Corps nfEnginc-crs. Regularity Branch. 23] South IaSallc
Street, Suite 1500. Chicago. Illinois am

Carl Wodrich. Indiana Department of Nam-e] Resources. Land Acquisition. 402 W.
Washington. Rm Wlfil . lndianapnlis. lndiana 46204

Christie Simifer. Environmnmal Coordinator. Indiana Department of Natural know-cut.
Division ofFish and Wildlife. 402 W. ‘Iit-‘asl'tingmn Sum. Rm W273.
Indianapolis. Indiana 46204—2 1'48

Marty Maupin. Indiana Department of Enviromnental ManagcmnnL Office of Water
Quality. It'll) N. Senate Avenue. MC (ii-12 lCrCN 1255. Indianapolis. Indiana
46204415]

‘Tn
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EPA Scoping Connie-ta - Federal Trnmit Administration (FTA) Notice of Intent {N01} to
Prepare an Environmental Impact Statement {EIS} for the West Lalo: Corridor Project

Lake County, Indian: Ind Cool: County. Illinois.

mica Degription: The N01 and the West lake Corridor Projeu (Project) Scoping Booklet
(dated October 2014) describe the Project as an approximately 9-milc southern extension of the
Northem Indiana Commuter Transportation District‘s tNlC‘l'D] existing South Shore Line (ESL;-
between Dyer and Hammond. lndiana. In addition. the Project would operate on about i5 miles
ofexisting SSL and Moira Electric District’s {MED} line to the Millennium Station in doumown
Chicago. The Project would involve new track improvements along the existing CSX
Transportation and former Monon railroad corridors, with a flyover to the existing SSL in
Hammond. Four potential stations woald be included at the Mmterner Main Sweet, Munster
Fisheri‘lSfl' Streets, South Hammond, and Downtown Hammond. A maintenance facility would
also he needed to store and maintain the vehicles. Two alignnenl design options are also being
considered for the Project, including a possible extension to St. John, [ndiana on the southern
end. and another along the lndiana Harbor Belt Remington Branch through Calumet City,
Bentham and Chimgo. Illinois on the north end. To facilitate this Project. core capacity
improvements to the existing MED line and Millermimn Station may be required to
accommodate the Project.

The project overlaps the study area for the Federal Railroad Administration‘s (FRA) Chicago-
DetriPontiac Passenger Rail Improvement Project, whose DEIS is currently available for
public comment. "that project is evaluating multiple rail corridor alternatives between Downtown
Chicago and Porter, Indiana, in the heavily congested “South of the Lukc' area.

Recommendation: In addition to the Project‘s 9-milc extension with its modeled
facilities and the two alignment design options, EPA recommends the DEIS evaluate and
identify the specific capacity improvanents to the existing MED line and Millennium
Station that may be required for the Project. [mpMs associated with any needed
improvements and extensions should be disclosed and potential mitigation measures
identified in the DEIS. FTA and FIFTH should coordinate closely with FRA and the
Illinois, Indiana, and Michigan Departments ofTransportation to ensue: that the West
Lake Corridor Project and the Cldcago—Detm'rn'Pontiac Passenger Rail Project are
integrated and do not conflict in infrastructure and operatiors.

Firm and Need: According to the documents “[t]he Project would expand NICTD's service
coverage, improve mobility and accessibility. md stimulate local job creation and economic
development opportunities for Lake County." “Specifically the Project is intended to: 1) Sent:
high-growth areas in control. southern, and western Lake County, Indium. 2) Contcnienily
connect more Northwest Indian residents to downtown Chicago jobs and major activity carriers.
3} Establish a solid modal alternative between the two metropolitan regions other than driving. 4)
Lower commuting travel times and costs. 5) increase NIE'TD system ridership. 6) Promote
economic dcvclotrmcrrt opportunities. '3') Create local jobs in Northwest lndian. 8) Attract and
retain families and younger residents. and 9'} Provide a valued transportation asset for us by all
northwest Indiana residents."

(n)
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Recommendation: We recommend NICTD and FTA consider prioritizing the Project's
goals based on substantiated needle. Identify objectives for each goal and then identify
the evaluation measures that will be used to assess how well various altemativeohptions
meet each goal’s objectives.

For example, one ofthe goals of the Proj act is to: “Provide a valued transportation os'serfor use
by all Northwest Indiana Residents. " One of the objectives under this goal might be: "Help
address unmet transit needs ofpeopl'e who depend on transit. " Evaluation measures to assess,
disclose and compare how well proposed station locations and altemative alignment options
specifically meet the transit needs of transit dependent populations might be: “The case (number
oftimesfday and amount ofrime 1'! Iokeslfar identified transit dependent populations to get to
andfiom a potential transit station location via existing ond’or proposed connecting bus service
route-'3 and-”or pcdesrrionr'biise routes. "

Recommendation: The DEIS should identify and discuss the specific needs of transit-
dependent populations in and near the transit corridora’s, and the region.

Alternatives: Alternatives to be considered in the DEIS include a No-build alternative and a
Commuter Rail alternative. The Commuter Rail alternative has several alignment and design
Options in terms of route alignment, station locations. maintenance fiacilitjr sites, and vehicle
mode (i.e., electric heavy rail, diesel heavy rail, and combined electdcfdiesel rail}.

Recommendation: The DEIS alternative route alignments should be assassed for their
potential to impact past. present and future ongoing remediation efforts of contaminated
sediments in the West Branch Grand Calumet River in Indiana. (Sec our detailed
comments regarding this issue later under “Water Resources” and the Cover letter to this
enclosure.)

Recommendation: We recommend the build alternatives also include connecting
pedestrianr’hikewav routes.

Recommendation: To help enhance the environment for communities in the project
area, we recommend that brownfield sites in the corridor be identified and assessed for
their potential as transit station locations, park-and-ride lots, andlor other supporting
transit facilities.

Environmental Justice (Ell: Communities with environmental justice concerns may constitute
one portion of the potential ridership along this corridor.

Recommendation: We recommend communities that may experience disproportionate
impacts or barriers to participation (“EJ communities") be identified, including through
use of demographic mapping, in the region and along the proposed corridor. We
recommend considering the potential for disproportionate impacts at a local scale (census
block levels), eSpe-cially in the denser urban areas related to the project. All potential and
applicable impacts to these communities. such as air quality, noise, health. fare pricing.
station locations. impacts to businesses. and related changes should be assessed in the
DEIS.

l
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Recommendation: We recommend the DEIS include specific infonttation that
substantiates that representatives from alfcctcd communities and transit-dependent
populations have been actively involved in the development ofNlCTD’s 20] 1 West Lake
Conidor Study. The DEIS should document ongoing efforts to engage FJ communitits
and transit-dependent populations through the remainder of the NEPA process.

Wflmmfimfififlflfimflgflmfl
Toxics: lake County. Indiana and Cook Como“. Illinois are designated non-anairnnent forthc
2003 8-hour ozone standard El”. plans to propose a nerds-ed ozone Standard December 1. 20M
and finalize October 2015 For infmnation regarding the ozone standard you ma) contact
Edward Doty ofour Air and Radiation Division at .1”l 13836—6037 or atW.

[in-commendation: The DEIS should discuss local and rcgional air quality. the prujou's
impacts on air quality and transportation consl‘orniit}r with the State Air Quality
implementation Plan

While a trunm't project may be anticipated to maintain or reduce emissions from private vehiclfll.
the system may add bus or train diesel exhaust undtor electric genmtion emissions for trains.

Recommendation: We recommend the DEIS quantify these emissions, including
emissions ofgreenhouse gases. and identify possible nteasures to reduce these emissions
Best management practices lBMPs} that will be folloued to reduce emissims.
particularly ofdiesel-related air toxics during omtsn'uction and operation. should be
identified. Such measures may include. but should not be limited to. strategies to reduce
diesel emissions. such as project construction contracts that require the use ofequipment
with clean diesel engines and the use of clcun diesel fuels. and limits on the length of
time equipment is allowed to idle when not in active use {EPA recommends idling not
exceed 5 minutes").

Climate Chanocifireen House Gases GHGWMEWDMM
Events: increased frequency and intensity ofprecipitation events can be anticipated due to
climate. change.

Recommendation: We recommend the DEIS identify and disarm how such
precipitation events might impact the proposed project and its associated facilities during
construction and operation. We rcoomnicnd that the DEJS identify and discuss no}r
anticipated effects of climate chungc on the project and possible adaptation mm.
For example. discuss any effects that predicted incrmscs in the number and/or intensity
ofpmcipitation n'cnts associated with climate change may have on sizing bridge spans.
culvert openings. and slorrnwalcr management ntcawtes in order to accommodate such
events and ensure project longeviw. public health. and safety.

Water Resource-s: The wetlands. lakes. rivers and streams and their minted floodplains in the
project area could be directly and-“or indirectly impacted by construction and-"or opcration of tho
proposed transit project.

A portion of the project study arca includes the West Branch Grand Calumct Rivcr. Git-going
remediation efforts to address polluted sediments in the West Branch Grand Calumet River in

‘4”)
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Indiana have been and continue to take place up to the. lndiana’lllinois state line. Remediation
work involves dredging of some of the polluted sediments and capping the remaining sediments.
Of particular concern is making sure that the integrityI ofthe cap is maintained and rmtdiaiinn
efforts are not disrupted The DEIS will need to armrest: these concerns.

Recommendation: The Project should be located, desipcd. constructed and operated to
avoid any impacts to para, present and finale remediation efforts on the West Branch of
the Grand Calmt River. Ifa new bridge crossing is necessary. then the bridge should
be designed to Span the river without piers or abutment; in the river channel that would
compromise the integrity of the cap.

Recommendation: llrc DElS should identifyr and assess floodplain impacts and
potential mitigation measures to avoid and reduce impacts.

We expect a Clean Water Act (CWA) Section 404 permit will be required from the US. Army
Corps of Engineers (Corps) for proposed discharges of dredged or fill materials to Warm of the
United States. the Section 404 approval is contingent upon the project complying with the
Section 404(l ) guidelines under the (TWA. These guidelines are summarized as follows:

0 Least Environmentally Damaging Practicable Alternative (IJEDPA) - 'I'here must be
no practicable altcmative to the proposed discharge (impacts) which would have less
adverse impact on the aquatic ecosystem. so long a the alternative does not hate other
significant adverse environmental consequences:

0 No Violation ofOther Laws - The proposed project must not cause or contribute to the
violation of state water quality standards or toxic effluent standards, and must not
jeopardize the continued existence of federally-listed endangered or threatened species of
their critical habitats):

0 N0 Significant Degradation — The project must not cause or contribute to significant
degradation ofWaters of the United States; and

O Minimization and Mitigation ofAdverse Impacts — The project must include
appropriate and practicable steps to avoid impacts to regulated Waters of the United
States; where impacts are unamidahle, demonstration of how impacts have been
minimized: and must provide compensatory mitigation to other unavoidable, minimized
impacts to the aquatic ecosystem,

Recommendations:

- We remmnwnd the DES irtien‘tifiur the various water resomces in the project
area. disclose their existing conditions. and quantify immcts associated with each
alternative.

0 We recommend the water resources information and discussion in the DEJS
demonstrate that the rail rights-of-way, prudential park-and-ride lots, stations and

l(n)
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other ancillary project facilities amid wetland. lake and stream impacts. to the
extent feasible. When: water tesotuces cannot be avoided. the DEIS should
discuss how impacts to Water resources will be minimirfli

- The rationale and justification for recommending or selecting one
compomntfopdtm over others should be presented in the DEIS.

= We recommend that wetland delineations. and wetland and stream amessments
be included in the DEIS.

- We recommend the 01315 include draft wetland and stream mitigation plans. for
those impacts that cannot be avoided or minimized

. We recommend the DEIS discuss how project altematives veil] address
stormwater management in order to protect and. if feasible. enhance water
resources in the watershed. For infomiatim regarding stonnwater management
and stonnwater management best practices soc EPA5 website:
hop;WWWmaggvfmjngepa’stonnnaterdrest practiceshtm.

[15133; and State Listed Smiles: The U3. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)in its scoping
letter for this project. dated November 4. 2014. noted multiple specia. including endangered

and
proposed--as-endangerod species. as being located'to Lake Comm. Indiana and Cook Counn _
Illinois. Additionally. many state-listed. flucatcned. endangered. and special concerns species
arc found in these counties.

Recommendation: EPA recommends that PT-MNICTD continue to coordinate With
LISFWS and the Indiana Department ofhand-a] Resources (IDNR) to determim ifan} of
the proposed activities would or could detrimental]:6,r affect any Federally- or state-listed
species. species proposed for listing, or their critical habitat. The DE-lS should include
the results lo-dalc ofthc coordination with USFWS and [DNR regarding the proposals
potential to affect an)r Federally- or state-listed threatened or endangered Species,
including the nonhcm-long cared bat.

Vegetation and Wildljfgflpfiig: According to the above refuenccd USFWS letter. the project
corridor includes Forest Hesorves, Nature Preserves and other protected habitats. These areas
contain. in part wetlands. prairie and forests that provide valuable wildlife habitat. These areas
also protect water quality and quantity in their watersheds. and the soil and vegetation provide
carbon sinks to help ameliorate climate change.

Recommendation: Impacts to these resources should be avoided. The DEIS will need
to assess the various Project compomnts for potential impacts to these resources. it
impacts cannot be avoided mitigation measures should be identified in coordination with
the USF‘WS and IDNR.

Noxious Weedsflnvasivc Sfi‘itfil: Noxious weedsfinvasive species may occur within or near the
existing right-ofiway (ROW). Early recognition and control of'ncw infestations is esaentinl to

0-”
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stopping the spread of infestation and avoiding future “ideSpttad use of herbicides. Which could
ctmespondingly have more adverse impacts on biodiversity and nearby water quality.

Recommendations: We reconnnetx] the DEIS include a vegetative management plan
that addresses the identification and control ofnoxious weedfinvash'e Species in and near
the project ROW and associated facilities during ptojoct construction and operation. The
plan should list the noxious weeds and exotic plants that ooctn‘ in the resource then. In
cases where noxious weeds are a tin-eat, EPA recommends the docmncnt detail a strategy
for plot-entkm. early detection of invasion and control procedures for each species.

Induced Dcwlopgcnt: The project is intended to serve and draw ridership. in part. from rapidly
developing areas in Lake County. 'l'rattsit stations and associated transit park-md-tide lots may
induce and accelerate development such as convenience stores, gas stations, rcstwrants- Induced
development could have adverse impocL-t. For example. imtenscs in impervious sm‘faoes due to
induced development may have the potential to cause or increase flooding. andt'or impact smfncc
and ground water quality. The project also has the potential to spur morgy-cfficicnt tonsil-
on'onted development in the vicinity of its stations.

Recommendntion: We recommend the project‘s potential for causing
inducodfacccictatod development be assessed and disclosed in the DEIS. Impacts
associated with induco’aooelerated development should be identified in the DFJS and
potential mitigation measures to avoid and reduce potential impacts identifiod. Of
particular concern are increases noise. vibration and air quality impacts for residents and
other sensitive receptors, and impacts to water resources and wildlife.

Eustainahifimdfimsn‘m By adopting green buildinz musics- the mice! moments can
maximize economic and onviromncntai performance. Green buflding methods can be integrated
into buildings such at the transit stations at any stage. from design and construction. to
renovation and deconstruction For additional information on green building. we recommend
you visit our website at upwgpagovt’goenbuildingg‘.

Recommendation: We tccommcnd projocl proponents consider using green building
strategies for this transit proposal.

0T,
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Section 106 Consultations
Michael R. Pence, Governor

DNR

Cameron F. Clark, Director

Indiana Department of Natural Resources

Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology-402 W. Washington Street, W274 -Indianapolis, IN 46204-2739

Phone 3t7-232-1646-Fax 317432-0693 . dhpa@dnr.lN.gov "fiWmm

November 3, 2014

Marisol R. Simon
Regional Administrator
Federal Transit Administration, Region V
200 West Adams Street, Suite 320
Chicago, Illinois 60606-5253

Federal Agency: Federal Transit Administration (“FTA”)

Re: FTA Section 106 Historic Review Initiation: Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District, West
Lake Corridor Project (DHPA No. 16774)

Dear Ms. Simon:

Pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. § 4700 and 36 C.F.R. Part 800, the
staff of the Indiana State Historic Preservation Officer (“Indiana SHPO”) has reviewed your letter dated September 29, 2014,
and received on October 2, for the aforementioned project in Lake County, Indiana, and Cook County, Illinois.

Thank you for notifying us of the initiation of the Section 106 review process for this Federal undertaking.

We thank you, as well, for notifying us of the FTA’sauthorization of the Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District
(“NICTD”) to undertake coordination activities with the Indiana SHPO.

In Section 106 reviews, we typically request the following, additional kinds of information to facilitate the identification and
evaluation, under 36 CPR. §§ 800.3 and 800.4, of historic properties in the project area and in the broader area of potential
effects:

1) Provide a list of all proposed or invited consulting parties with the name and e-mail address or postal
address of the appropriate contact person.

2) Provide a more specific description of the project and its location.

- Include address, city, township, and county.

- Detail any construction, demolition, and earthmoving activities.

3) Define the area of potential effects' and provide a map or a good quality photocopy of a map containing
the following:

. The boundaries of the area of potential effects and the precise location of the project area within
those boundaries clearly outlined in dark ink on a copy of the relevant portion of a town, city,
county, or US. Geological Survey quadrangle map.

- The names of nearby landmarks clearly labeled (e.g., major streets, roads, highways, railroads,
rivers, lakes).

I “Area of potential effects” means the geographic area or areas within which an undertaking may directly or indirectly cause changes in the character
or use ofhistoric properties, if any such properties exist, The area of potential effects is influenced by the scale and nature of an undertaking and may
be difierent for different kinds of effects caused by the undertaking (see 36 C.F.R § 800. 16[d]).

The DNR mission: Plotecl, enhance, preserve and Wisely use natural, www.DNR.IN.gov
Cultural and recreational resources (or the heneltt o! Indiana's citizens An Equal Opportunity Employer
through professional leadership. management and education,
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Marisol R. Simon
November 3, 2014
Page 2

4) Give the precise location of any buildings, structures, and objects within the area ofpotential eflects
(e.g., addresses and a site map with properties keyed to it).

5) Give the known or appr0ximate date of construction for buildings, structures, objects, and districts within
the area ofpotential reflects.

6) Submit historical documentation for buildings, structures, objects, and districts within the area of
potential reflects.

7) List all sources checked for your historical research of the area ofpotential reflects.

8) Provide clear, recent photographs or good quality computer-generated images (not photocopies or aerial
photographs), keyed to a site plan, showing any buildings, structures, objects, or land that could be
aflected in any way by the project. These photographs should be of the project area a_n_d the defined area
ofpotential effect.

9) Describe the current and past land uses within the project area; in particular, state whether or not the
ground is known to have been disturbed by construction, excavation, grading, or filling, and, if so,
indicate the part or parts of the project area that have been disturbed and the nature of the disturbance;
agricultural tilling' generally does not have a serious enough impact on archaeological sites to constitute a
disturbance ofthe ground for this purpose.

Although we realize that this project would be funded by FTA, rather than by the Federal Highway Administration or the
Indiana Department of Transportation (“lNDOT”), we would commend to FTA’s and NICTD’s review INDOT’s Cultural
Resources Manual, which can be found at www.in.gov/indot/crm/. The Cultural Resources Manual provides specific guidance
on applying the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation’s 36 C.F.R. Part 800 regulations to highway, bridge, and
transportation enhancement projects, which we think could be useful to FTA and NICTD in working through the Section 106
process for this Federal undertaking.

' .

The 36 C.F.R. Part 800 regulations governing the Section 106 review process may be found at www.achp.gov.

If you have questions about archaeological issues, please contact Wade T. Tharp at (317) 232-1650 or wtharp1@dnr.IN.gov.
Questions about buildings or structures should be directed to John Carr at (317) 232-1949 or jcarr@dnr.IN.gov. In all future
correspondence regarding the Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District, West Lake Corridor Project, please refer to
DHPA No. 16774.

Very truly yours,

Mitchell K. Zoll
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

MKZ:WTT:JLC;ilc

emc: Mark Assam, Federal Transit Administration, Region V
Reginald Arkell, Federal Transit Administration, Region V
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PROJECT CONSULTATION OPTIONS

Peoria Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma
Project Home: West Lake Corridor Project. Lake County, indium and Cook County. Ilinoil

Please check the appropriate response. lies the tacit of this form or additional sheets if you
wish to make comments:

There are no known There or may
planes of traditional places of anal Our organization has
religious or cultural religious or cultural no interest associated

Project
importance present or importance present or with this prop-need

within the vicinity oi the within the vicinity of the project and fur-liar
proposed project and proposed project and consultation is not
further consultation further consultation required.

_____ ___. ___. _. i! net... "9999!; is new.
West Lake Corridor E m [J
Project. Lake County.
Indiana and Illinois

If you have chosen to continue consultation, please Indicate the manner in whlch you wish to
do so:

Mail (address): PO BUX [69"?

{twin-u, @La 74556—1537
Email: - a film 1' _
Phone: CNS ‘3 0-9555

Other {please describe) .

{NAME OF TRIBE) designated contact for this proposed Project:

_D £5 35 1c at
E. TITLE (release Phone

. LAMP tr “MS I )4-
SI ED U ’Datei’

Mark Assam
Environmental Proteolion Specialist
Federal Transit Mumtrelion. Room 5
200 W. Adams Street. Suite 32D
Chicago. lL 60603

Dre—mail:W

Plea-e return to:

Page D-44 March 2015
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Pege4ot4

SECTION 106
Consulting Parties Acceptance Form
West Lake Corridor Project
Lake County, Indiana and Cool: County. Illinois

Yes. I gm A; cal fl! .
ég‘nf

wish to be a consulting party under
Section 106 of the National H‘ ric Preservation Act for the West Lake Corridor Project.
My demonstrated interest in historic properties as associated with this Project is
described as follows:

Lflmj 7.!"
I

TA {dd/'0!

W42.5 gwwm
Meat, 5n“;TV.

_/

0r;

No.| .doflwishtobeacormlflngpefly
under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act for the West Lake Corridor
Project.

Data: __10_Q§g</m [AD/V
Name of .. ‘ .

'-

Organization: 4g a ,1; W (I g d 1"!{2’DrdL.agccwv/
Address: J4. 1/ ,2”TL;1,.«3___9_‘T f/MrdcsfiéJfi
Email Address: WAEA
Phone Number. A 1‘7- ‘73!"5fd’é)

Please retum to:
John Parsons
Dlrector of Marketing and Planning
Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District
3:! East U.S Highway 12
Chesterton. IN 45304
jgflg.g§§9_fl§fi nicld.com

‘Tr,
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Pagedof4

SEC'nDN 106
Consulting Parties Acceptance Form
West Lake Corridor Project
Lake County, Indiana and Cook County. Illinois

Yes.| (from; (diagtcar .wishtobeaconsuitingpartyunder
Section 106 of the National l-istoric Preservation Act [or the West Lake Corridor Prefect.
My demonstrated interest in historic properties as associated with this Project is
described as ioltowa;

{La/mama toning“

0r:

No.1 .don_otwishtobeaconsuitingparty
under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act for the West Lake Corridor
Project.

Data: Lg! 11/.) ‘T/

Name of 5
Organization: Z ‘51 [EL C: 1 H11 3 7" 5’0 6

Address < “muesli;was ‘31; . . 6.1-“ LL .1 0 S CYL'W- V3 ' " t r ULi I ,.. 53aEmail Address: (12“ apt-2.5 _ ”.1 12
QEJ‘KEJLIUH-

(div-Lt
q 7

Phone Number: Q L3 .5 (a '2 .13") 5

Please return to:
John Parsons
Dimctor of Marketing and Piano 'ng
Northern indiana Gomrmter Transportation District
33 East US. Highway 12
Chesterton, W 46304'

. a n n' doom
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' V ‘.
I

Page4of4
ECEI ' ED

OCT 31) 20111
SECTION 106 \ v
Consulting Parties Acceptance Form [NI-193.213-
West Lake Corridor Protect
Lake County, Indiana and Cook County. Illinois

.._-":'.

7Yes, | /rw7r'¢vi/ a tr‘gf-‘KB 7 . wish to be a consulting party under
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act tor the West Lake Corridor Project.
My demonstrated interest in historic properties as associated with this Proiect is
described as ioliows:

MitmflfimMMo‘Wflfi-T? Fft o OFFrC' F {Vii/era?

LA' EE‘PRN’I—J'FQ’ Chi“: FEE Attire {VFW :1 “Q J (:11 NZ! 2' S’. in (J H1 A CL

Maritime: L" i! o— 3??ido we I’m-(PM? (fir/(3:119; 7 Ofilrdwzzflr 'Wu—j

Orin Missim— rr‘i e 'xr’m’ir-JI’PF- ariiurmkirFF . f’ZF-CcmhFc-r uLs‘To
outa— Hienfigt? 0....«J Caz-v15”

MFA—purrj
{DJ ’Tj’lfl-EE'S,

(Or;

No. | . do not wish to be a consulting party
under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act for the West Lake Corridor
Project.

Date: ’5’) 231/“;

gfgneiiggtion: INCH rat-NAP [MDWU —-Nomriwsm Ema oéaer CE

Address: :34 I Q vL4’lZC—‘3 §7€EF'7 (14112:! . )N #0403

Emaii Address: 77mg??? 7 (/3 ix? tAruuL/A ,7 “Audio-£6—

Phone Number: _2H/'7 L/ 9 - 2695‘; {/

Please return to:
John Parsons
Director of Marketing and Pianning
Northern indiana Commuter Transportation District
33 East U.S. Highway 12
Chesterton, IN 46304
john.p_arsons@ nigtdcom
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NIE'DENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW Pnocsss

Public Scoping Meeting
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‘
‘
, Location: The Center for Visual and Periorming Arts. 1040 Ridge Rd, Munster. IN 48321

Date: Tuesday, October 28, 2014 Time: 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM
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Public Online Comments Received 

1. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 10/15/2014 2:01 PM 

questions_comments: The proposed Dyer stop is a must!  I live in St. John, and the 30-35 min route 
up 41, to East Chicago, just isn't efficient.   
 
St. John/Schererville/Dyer need a closer stop. 
 
Thank you  
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time: 5 Months  
realname: Jim  
address1: Rapp  
address2:   
city: Saint John  
state: State  
zip_code: 46373  
phone:   
email: jimrapp12@yahoo.com  
 
2. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 10/15/2014 4:17 PM 
questions_comments: Will the Monon Corridor portion be a quiet zone?  
Homeowner: yes  
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes  
Email_Notifications: yes  
length_of_time: 7 months  
realname: David Terdich  
address1: 524 173RD STREET  
address2:   
city: Hammond  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46324  
phone:   
email: d_j_terdich@yahoo.com  
 
3. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 10/16/2014 8:05 PM 
questions_comments: I currently board at Hegewisch but our plans are to move into NWI in the next 
few years.  I work downtown and this expansion is long overdue!    
Homeowner: yes  
Business_Owner: yes  
length_of_time: 30+ years  
realname: Mary Beth Swibes  
address1: 1166 Memorial Dr  
address2:   
city: Calumet City  
state: IL  
zip_code: 60409  
phone: 708 860-8144  
email: mbswibes@gmail.com  
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4. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 10/20/2014 1:25 PM 
questions_comments: Where would the station be if there is one build in Dyer? Would it be next to 
the Amtrak station? Is there a map showing the location of the proposed stations? Thank you. 
Homeowner: yes  
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes  
Email_Notifications: yes  
length_of_time: 14 years  
realname: David Zapata  
address1: 528 Sheffield Ave.  
address2:   
city: Dyer  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46311  
phone: 219-865-0485  
email: dzapatamen@hotmail.com  
 
5. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 10/20/2014 7:35 PM 
questions_comments: I'd just like to say that I think it is vey important to extend the proposed 
expansion toward St. John/Crown Point area.  As a Crown Point resident I know how extremely 
congested the traffic is around Dyer.  I can only imagine that getting worse with more people 
trying to use a new commuter train.  I frankly don't think it would be any quicker to get to the 
proposed Dyer station than it would be to go to East Chicago.  More choice needs to be available 
for the Crown Point area…Dyer/Munster already have a reasonable commute to Hammond or one 
of the Metra stations, whereas Crown Point residents are very limited with their options.    
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time: 1  
realname: Stephanie Solverud  
address1: 902 Kendall Ct.  
address2:   
city: Crown Point  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46307  
phone:   
email: not provided 
  
6. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 10/22/2014 3:48 PM 
questions_comments: I am a resident in north Hammond and I live right alongside the south shore 
tracks. I have been renting an apartment for 4 years now and heard about some sort of expansion 
with the roads and tracks. What does this mean for myself and my family? Does this mean we are 
going to have to move? I don't mind relocating but with the cost of moving and extra deposits for 
a new home/apt plus nipsco, I have a bit of concern. 
Renter: yes  
length_of_time:   
realname: Jennifer Barajas  
address1: 126 Gostlin st. apt 1R  
address2:   
city: Hammond  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46327  
phone:   
email: mexicanbabe06@yahoo.com  
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7. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 10/27/2014 8:44 AM 

questions_comments: None provided 
Email_Notifications: yes  
length_of_time: 24 years  
realname: Marilyn Stahr  
address1: 11728 Leonardo Dr  
address2:   
city: St. John  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46373  
phone:   
email: mfs6508@att.net 
 
8. Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com 

Date Received: Wed 10/27/2014 10:07 AM 
questions_comments: I live along the Munster bike trail.  I do not want a train in my backyard.  
Please respond will information regarding the location of the tracks. 
 
Thank you  
Julie Bensinger 
cannerj@yahoo.com  
  
9. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 10/27/2014 10:02 AM 
questions_comments: Where is the project corridor?  All of the maps I have viewed do not show what path 
you will be using.  I live along the Munster bike trail.  I do not want the South Shore in my back yard.    
Homeowner: yes  
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes  
length_of_time: 1 year  
realname: Julie Bensinger  
address1: 8552 Garfield Ave   
address2:   
city: Munster   
state: IN  
zip_code: 46321  
phone: 219-776-7369  
email: cannerj@yahoo.com   
 
10. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 10/27/2014 10:01 AM 
questions_comments: I currently live in Highland but have a rental unit in Dyer. I believe this project 
will make both of my homes more accessible to Chicago and open them up to a new market for 
rental or sale.  I currently have numerous friends that live in Chicago and visiting them will be 
much more convenient for me, if there is a station in Munster or North Hammond.    
Homeowner: yes  
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes  
Email_Notifications: yes  
length_of_time: 8 Years  
realname: Thomas Kubon  
address1: 2919 Churchill Lane  
address2:   
city: Highland  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46322  
phone: 773-350-6058  
email: tpkubon@gmail.com  



 
Scoping Summary Report  

 Page D-14 March 2015 

11. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 10/27/2014 11:58 AM 

questions_comments: None provided 
Homeowner: yes  
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes  
Email_Notifications: yes  
length_of_time: 30 years  
realname: Robert Ochi  
address1: 43 Highland Street  
address2:   
city: Hammond  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46320  
phone: 312-731-7072  
email: robert@raigroup.net  
 
12. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 10/27/2014 1:03 PM 
questions_comments: As a life long resident of Lake County, I fully support the expansion of the 
South Shore Rail System. If we want to expand our economy, help the environment and secure a 
better future for tomorrow, this expansion is a must! 
Homeowner: yes  
Email_Notifications: yes  
length_of_time: 39  years  
realname: Jeremy Miller  
address1: 10403 Nicklaus Street  
address2:   
city: Crown Point  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46307  
phone:   
email: jemiller1975@gmail.com  
 
 
13. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 10/27/2014 5:03 PM 
questions_comments: Extending the line to the Munster/Dyer area would be huge- more people 
would look to come out ot our area and more people would look at these areas as viable places to 
live and work bc of easy accessability to a major metro area-this would be huge for us! I very 
much support this initiative. 
Homeowner: yes  
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes  
Email_Notifications: yes  
length_of_time: 24 years  
realname: Paru Venkat  
address1: 1132 Royal Dublin Lane  
address2:   
city: Dyer  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46311  
phone:   
email: paru8@comcast.net  
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14. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 10/27/2014 5:26 PM 

questions_comments: None provided 
Renter: yes  
Interested_Stakeholder: yes  
length_of_time: 58 years  
realname: Bruce L Woods  
address1: 112 W 71st Avenue  
address2: Apt 7B  
city: Merrillville  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46410  
phone: 2197941259  
email: bwoods_mhs@yahoo.com   
 
15. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 10/27/2014 5:28 PM 
questions_comments: Any expansion of South Shore services is a positive to the communities of 
NW Indiana. I live in Valparaiso and work in Chicago. I know of many professionals that would 
entertain moving from the suburbs of Chicago to NW Indiana, bringing along with them great 
salaries to spend on local goods and great income to be taxed if only there were expanded train 
service. We need express lines and branches that go further South. Please support expanded 
SOuth Shore services.        
Homeowner: yes  
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes  
length_of_time: 9 years  
realname: Michael Telesky  
address1: 2602 Pennington Pl  
address2:   
city: Valparaiso  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46383  
phone: 2196705298  
email: mtelesky@comcast.net  
 
16. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 10/27/2014 5:28 PM 
questions_comments: I am in favor of the extension and believe it will bring many benefits to NWI!   
I believe it is one project that can better our area for years to come.  
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes  
length_of_time: 32 years  
realname: Katie Hurey  
address1: 13147 James drive  
address2: St john  
city: IN  
state: State  
zip_code: 46373  
phone:   
email: Katiepellar@yahoo.com  
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17. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 10/27/2014 5:36 PM 

questions_comments: None provided 
Homeowner: yes  
Business_Owner: yes  
Interested_Stakeholder: yes  
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes  
Email_Notifications: yes  
length_of_time: 13 years  
realname: Michael  McIntyre  
address1: 1666 Cardinal Drive  
address2:   
city: Munster  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46321  
phone: 219-682-7148  
email: madmacsent@aol.com 
 
18. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 10/27/2014 6:28 PM 
questions_comments: I'm against the boondoggle train and am sadden that Pete just wants this as 
his pet project and uses the portion of our 1.5% tax as an excuse to blow it and not look for better 
projects that won't tie my grandchildren's wallets forever.  Just the fact that he won't truthfully 
answer the freight on the line question is a lie and what is corrupt about the County leaders and 
this proposal.  Time for a change!!!  Commuter rail never makes money, it only loses it, mostly 
from those that don't benefit from it.  I work in Chicago and this train will do nothing for my 
commute.  I'd rather see Pete work on the tax reciprocation between IL and IN so my income tax 
stays in IN and not IL.  
Homeowner: yes  
Email_Notifications: yes  
length_of_time: 53 yrs  
realname: Mike ORourke  
address1: 8564 Wheeler Pl  
address2:   
city: Crown Point  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46307  
phone: 2192424212  
email: naylormail@juno.com  
 
19. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 10/27/2014 7:05 PM 
questions_comments: This is a project that, alot of people feel, would run OVER budget, and costs 
too much to begin with. Bad, BAD, BAD IDEA!!  
Renter: yes  
length_of_time: 37 years  
realname: Jason Hawkins  
address1: 6221 Kennedy Ave  
address2:   
city: Hammond  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46323  
phone:   
email: jdigz@outlook.com  
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20. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 10/27/2014 7:11 PM 

questions_comments: PLEASE keep this project moving forward. Our communities absolutely need 
the additional opportunities, income and positive growth the extension of this rail line will bring.   
Homeowner: yes  
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes  
Email_Notifications: yes  
length_of_time: 35 years  
realname: Jennifer Doffin  
address1: 12467 Washington St  
address2:   
city: Criwn Point   
state: IN  
zip_code: 46307  
phone:   
email: Jenim101@hotmail.com  
 
21. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 10/27/2014 7:55 PM 
questions_comments: yes!!!!!!!! This connection is essential to the growth of northwestern indiana!   
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time: 26 years  
realname: Stephanie Keller  
address1: 920 Doe Path Lane  
address2:   
city: Crown Point   
state: IN  
zip_code: 46307  
phone:   
email: Stephkeller13@gmail.com  
 
22. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 10/28/2014 6:20 AM 
questions_comments: Bringing the train will allow for lake county to flourish more than it already is.  
I speak with local business owners daily who beleive that if the train comes to Munster/dyer 
cooridor that the employment outlook will strengthen and new opportunities for all residents will 
come. 
Homeowner: yes  
Business_Owner: yes  
Interested_Stakeholder: yes  
length_of_time:   
realname: Matthew Glaros  
address1: 447 Surrey Hill Lane  
address2:   
city: Valparaiso  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46385  
phone:   
email: matt.glaros@meyersglaros.com  
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23. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 10/28/2014 7:50 AM 

questions_comments: Will provide public transportation for a needed workforce as the Northwest 
indiana region continues to grow.  
Interested_Stakeholder: yes  
Email_Notifications: yes  
length_of_time:   
realname: Anthony Ferracane  
address1: 907 Ridge Road  
address2:   
city: Munster  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46321  
phone: 836-6705  
email: tferracane@comhs.org  
 
24. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 10/28/2014 8:23 AM 
questions_comments: I would like to know the detailed costs and what are the alternate routes that 
are being considered.  
Business_Owner: yes  
Interested_Stakeholder: yes  
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes  
Email_Notifications: yes  
length_of_time:   
realname: Kenneth Stevenson  
address1: 526 Siebert Drive  
address2:   
city: Schererville  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46375  
phone: 2195454623  
email: usmajune77@aol.com  
 
25. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 10/28/2014 8:34 AM 
questions_comments: As someone interested in regional economic development, I believe the 
extension is a positive step for NWI.  
Homeowner: yes  
Interested_Stakeholder: yes  
length_of_time: Success By 6  
realname: Pat Carlisle  
address1: 714 S. 18th St.  
address2:   
city: Chesterton  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46304  
phone: 2193951994  
email: pacarlisle@msn.com  
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26. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 10/28/2014 8:37 AM 

questions_comments: The residents of Northwest Indiana NEED to fully embrace what the 
Southshore brings to them. We will never be all we can be, without utilizing ALL opportunities 
available to us. Growth is necessary and the West Lake Corridor Project can expidite this process. 
I would like to return to the area, from a bit South. I would be enticed to do so by this project.  
Interested_Stakeholder: yes  
length_of_time:   
realname: Miriam Williams  
address1: 10315 Serenity Drive  
address2:   
city: Demotte  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46310  
phone:   
email: mkw@iun.edu  
 
27. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 10/28/2014 9:10 AM 
questions_comments: I feel this project is needed for lake county. This will aleviate traffic through 
the region, promote growth for our economy, and bring jobs to the region.   
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time: 16 YEARS  
realname: Beverly Barbush  
address1: 9241 Franklin Dr  
address2:   
city: St John  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46373  
phone:   
email: bbarbush@nbcoatings.com  
 
28. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 10/28/2014 9:36 AM 
questions_comments: Make this happen faster than 2023.  
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time: 28 years  
realname: Joel Cooper  
address1: 9213 Beech Ave  
address2:   
city: Munster  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46321  
phone:   
email: j.cooper@mcamhonpc.com  
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29. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 10/28/2014 10:59 AM 

questions_comments: This will relieve a lot of traffic congestion off the north-south street corridors.  
I commute to Dyer every day for work.  
Interested_Stakeholder: yes  
length_of_time:   
realname: Fran Merrion  
address1: 5877 Warnke  
address2:   
city: michigan city  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46360  
phone:   
email: merrion7@gmail.com  
 
30. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 10/28/2014 10:59 AM 
questions_comments: I am unable to attend the October meeting but am a resident of Lansing, 
commuting daily to Chicago.  I would love to see a station servicing NW Indiana (in addition to 
those currently in service).  I just don't know that this project would be realized in my commuter 
lifetime.  In addition to my selfish desires for a train line, I believe it would greatly advantage the 
communities it would service.  
Homeowner: yes  
Email_Notifications: yes  
length_of_time: 61 yrs  
realname: Maris Beswick  
address1: 3514 - 186th St  
address2:   
city: Lansing  
state: IL  
zip_code: 60438  
phone: 708-895-4021  
email: mbeswick@wwmlawyers.com  
 
31. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 10/28/2014 11:13 AM 
questions_comments: how will this benefit our town    
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time: 38 years  
realname: david tretter  
address1: 2501 vermillion st  
address2:   
city: lake station  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46405  
phone:   
email: d582002@yahoo.com  
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32. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 10/28/2014 12:35 PM 

questions_comments: I strongly support the South Shore extension. It will add to the quality of life 
and promote economic development in Northwest Indiana.  
Homeowner: yes  
Interested_Stakeholder: yes  
length_of_time:   
realname: Walter Skiba  
address1: 1612 LaPorte Ave.  
address2:   
city: Whiting  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46394  
phone:   
email: wskiba@ccsj.edu  
 
33. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 10/28/2014 1:53 PM 
questions_comments: None provided 
Homeowner: yes  
Business_Owner: yes  
length_of_time:   
realname: Ronald Harlow  
address1: 7523 Alexander ave  
address2:   
city: Hammond  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46323  
phone: 2198050942  
email: meetcha33@att.net  
 
34. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 10/28/2014 2:00 PM 
questions_comments: I am against a train expansion.  Its an age too old form of transportation.   
Too much is needed in other areas to get behind this.  Its a huge expense with no guarantee it will 
help long term.  
Homeowner: yes  
Business_Owner: yes  
length_of_time:   
realname: Ronald Harlow  
address1: 7523 Alexander ave  
address2:   
city: Hammond  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46323  
phone: 2198050942  
email: meetcha33@att.net  
 
  



 
Scoping Summary Report  

 Page D-22 March 2015 

35. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 10/28/2014 4:41 PM 

questions_comments: The extension to the south is long needed. I would use it, as would others I 
have spoken to, in not only going to Chicago but also to St. John.  I do not often use the current 
Hammond station due to the distance from my home.  This would also provide residents who 
work in Chicago a much quicker route.  Currently either driving in or driving to thye East Chicago 
station for residents of south Higland involves a long morning and evening drive.     
Homeowner: yes  
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes  
Email_Notifications: yes  
length_of_time: 24 years  
realname: Zora Ludwig  
address1: 921 174th Street  
address2:   
city: Hammond   
state: IN  
zip_code: 46324  
phone: 219-852-6208  
email: zoravl@yahoo.com  
 
36. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 10/28/2014 4:42 PM 
questions_comments:  
a. Per your 20 year Strategic Business Plan Summary,  can you provide some additional details 

to the estimated 1,984 jobs the West Lake Extension project and South Shore capital 
improvement projects are projected to be added to the NWI economy?  What percentage are 
construction/project related? What percentage of the 1,984 jobs will be permanent jobs? And 
of the permeant Jobs, what type of jobs are they projected to be?  Service oriented, 
Professional/white collar, Technology based, Communications? 

b. Per your 20-year Strategic Business Plan Summary, Can you further define or expand on the 
statement, “Efficiencies are projected to generate $2.5 billion in Economic output and $1.3 billion in 
gross regional product.”  What variables were used as a baseline for this assumed Market Study?   

c. What agreements or Memorandums of Understanding are in place with METRA in regards to 
infrastructure upgrades, track expansion and platform modifications at Millennium Station?  
Are they part of the current Draft Environmental Impact Study. At what phase in the process 
will this be  confirmed? 

d. With respect to the TOD, Where does NICTD see the best location of the proposed new 
Stations to fully meet the expectations of a economically supporting TOD(Transit Oriented 
Development).  Does NICTD foresee the stations in Hammond, East Chicago or Gary as a 
viable (TOD) 

e. Has the previous studies demonstrated the need for express trains from Dyer to Millennium 
Station? Is it Feasible or even realistic with the restriction of the METRA rail line?   

f. Regarding the NICTD West Lake Corridor Study March 2011 report, of the estimated 5,600 people 
riding the West Lake trains, how many of those are new riders and how many are existing rider that 
are currently driving to the existing stations?  How did you study derive at this 5,600 number. 

g. What type of contingencies are in place in the current estimated cost for market changes, 
environmental issues, escalation and site conditions 

 Homeowner: yes  
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes  
length_of_time: 14 years  
realname: Robert Ochi  
address1: 43 Highland Street  
city: Hammond  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46320  
phone: 312.731.7072  
email: robert@raigroup.net   
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37. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 10/29/2014 1:31 AM 

questions_comments: I have been a resident of NorthWest Indiana for over 50 years. I cannot 
believe we are going to be forced to fund this train that will do nothing for our area. This is some 
of the poorest neighborhoods in the state since the mills all but closed . We did have hope with 
the casinos. between imposing such a high tax on the Casinos and not rebuilding our bridges and 
streets no one wants to come to this area to gamble. I think its a shame we couldn't afford the 
upkeep on our infrastructure after the casinos brought so much money to this area but now we 
are supposed to pay millions for a train that pretty much bi-passes us. I think it should go to a 
vote in November. we should at least all pay equal amounts. the way its broke down the people 
who gain the most by this train project are paying the least. Gary shouldn't have had to put in 
anything in my opinion. I think until you bring more jobs to Hammond, Gary, East chicago, 
Merrillville we should not have to pay to increase revenue in the nicer areas.  Before demanding 
we pay millions a year for A train for the rich, help Gary get on its feet, work out a plan to tear 
down all those empty buildings to make this entire area safer.consolidate Gary houses to one area 
and demolish the rest. ...as for monies from the federal government if we come up with this 
money, ..I read the report that stated we would have to do a lot of improvements before they 
would agree to give us that money, one was build up our infrastructure. (lets send them a picture 
of Cline ave. bridge.) it also stated their reported showed we did not have the people that would 
ride the train, to pay for the train so we would be losing money. there was a list of 10 or so things 
and it doesn't seem to us up here those have been addressed.So my suggestion would be PUT IT 
ON THE BALLOT. see how many people want their money to go to a train. see if we want to pay 
twice as much, or more, than the people who will benefit from this PLEASE. I personally believe 
this will kill our area up here.   We stand with Our Mayor Thomas McDermott  ....Thank You.  
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time: 50 years  
realname: Victoria Davidson  
address1: 7407 Montana  
address2:   
city: hammond   
state: IN  
zip_code: 46323  
phone:   
email: nanavicky6@yahoo.com  
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38. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 10/29/2014 1:31 AM 

questions_comments:I have lived in Munster, IN since I was 5 years old as our family moved from 
the south suburbs (as many families did in the 90s). We moved because my parents wanted to 
build a new home in an area with good schools, safety, low taxes, and more house for the money 
compared to comparable south/southwest suburbs with the same distance from Chicago. The 
South Shore line was not a factor. It was not very convenient to get to (as it could take anywhere 
from 15 to 30 minutes to get to the train station) and not as reliable as Metra was. However, 
towards the end of my fathers career, he began to use the south shore as he was transferred to a 
downtown office and the main thing he wished was for the South Shore line to be extended south. 
My parents believe that moving forward with the extension is a "no-brainer". 
 
I hear people's complaints: "It will bring down property values", "it will bring in riff-raff", "it will 
bankrupt us", "traffic would get worse"...however, I challenge people...Look at Naperville, 
Hinsdale, Orland Park, Arlington Heights, Winnetka, Flossmoor, and countless other suburbs with 
commuter rail access...these are all suburban locations that have benefitted from having train 
access to downtown by their property values increasing, attracting highly educated and high-
wage residents who demand top schools, top amenities, and attracting and maintaining 
successful transit-oriented development. 
 
Another comment people say is that "we don't want to become like the places we moved 
from"...most people who moved from Illinois to Indiana moved from places like South Holland, 
Dolton, Calumet City, Lansing, Crete, Sauk Village, Chicago Heights...all places that did not have 
train access to the city, did not have very good amenities or schools to begin with...and to be 
honest, for most people, their move was due to racial change...we need to take an honest look to 
see where we are headed. I see Munster as a place where people move to stay and enjoy a safe 
locale while being close to Chicago for more action, as well as enjoying top-rated schools, and an 
increasing amount of amenities that one would have to go into the West or Northwest Suburbs or 
downtown Chicago to access. I am now at the stage of my life where I am looking to become a 
homeowner and in addition to safety, strong school district, and higher-end amenities, one of the 
items on my wish-list in closer access to the south shore. This is good for west Lake County...this 
project will benefit all of Lake County...Ultimately, a line to St. John would be nice...Even a line 
through Highland, Griffith, and Merrillville all the way to Valparaiso would be great...but we have to 
start somewhere...and the West Lake Corridor Project is a great place to start.  
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes  
length_of_time: 19 years  
realname: Michael Wey  
address1: 1836 Rosewood Lane  
address2:   
city: Munster  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46321  
phone:   
email: GORIMAPA@aol.com  
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39. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 10/29/2014 7:45 AM 

questions_comments: As a community, we must understand that Chicago represents an incredible 
opportunity for Northwest Indiana. We have all the ingredients for success: environmental access, 
low taxes, friendly business environment, good schools...and the list goes on. Yet, despite all its 
problems, Illinois continues to outpace Indiana in the Chicago MSA. Their secret weapon? Transit.  
 
Transit connects people and goods, and are the veins of commerce. Until Northwest Indiana truly 
invests in a robust transit system, it will continue to be the forgotten stepchild of the Chicago 
MSA.  
 
The time is now, and the opportunity is ours to seize.  
I urge all to support expansion of the South Shore!   
Business_Owner: yes  
Interested_Stakeholder: yes  
length_of_time: 100 years  
realname: Benjamin Bochnowski  
address1: 9204 Columbia Ave  
address2:   
city: Munster  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46321  
phone:   
email: bbochnowski@ibankpeoples.com  
 
40. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 10/29/2014 8:49 AM 
questions_comments: Where will the tracks be that run though Munster? 
Do they use the current tracks next to the Bike Trail? 
Where would the possible Ridge Road station be?  
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time: 44 years  
realname: David and Cora  Moake  
address1: 8334 HARRISON AVE  
address2:   
city: Munster  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46321  
phone: 8361961  
email: mamamoake@sbcglobal.net  
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41. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 10/29/2014 12:27 PM 

questions_comments: It is time for NWI to recognize its vital connection to Chicago and extend the 
SS. 
 
I grew up in Highland and my mother took the SS everyday to Chicago for a better job. 
The SS has had a direct and positive influence on my life, my family, friends, and NWI businesses.  
The western suburbs of Chicago are realizing the competitive advantage commuter rail brings.  
We have a long way to go to catch up..........the time to start is NOW!!!!!  
Interested_Stakeholder: yes  
length_of_time:   
realname: Don Babcock  
address1: 801 East 86th Ave  
address2:   
city: Merrillville  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46410  
phone: 219-746-6115  
email: dlbabcock@nisource.com  
 
42. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 10/29/2014 1:43 PM 
questions_comments: I attended the public session in Munster on Tuesday Oct 28th. While it was 
somewhat informative I also found it to be presented in a manner that assumes the project is 
going to be fast tracked forward. My choice is the no build option. My main reason is that by 
building the line along the state line my tax money is subsidizing Illinois communities. One of the 
points for building it touts the economic development that the new rail line will bring. I don't 
disagree with that but how much development will occur on the Illinois side without any financial 
input from them. If this extension was planned out to run from the northwest corner of the county 
to the southeast I would be supportive as it would make the line accessible to more lake county 
residents. Once again I choose the no build option since I find the project to be poorly thought out 
and not a good use of my tax money. 
 
John Sowinski 
Griffith Indiana       
Homeowner: yes  
Email_Notifications: yes  
length_of_time: 30+ years  
realname: John  
address1: Sowinski  
address2:   
city: Griffith  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46319  
phone: 219 765 0734  
email: jlsova@sbcglobal.net  
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43. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 10/29/2014 2:00 PM 

questions_comments: Investing in our communities and future generations is good for everyone. I 
support the West Lake Corridor Project because I believe that reliable transportation solutions, 
job creation and new business opportunities are necessary to propel the region forward.   
Interested_Stakeholder: yes  
length_of_time: 8 years  
realname: Melissa Bohacek  
address1: 220 Pokagon Trail  
address2:   
city: Michana Shores  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46360  
phone:   
email: mbohacek@nwi-ca.org  
 
44. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 10/29/2014 2:01 PM 
questions_comments: Next time you hold a public forum, please bring an explanation of funding for 
this project and the taxation impact on average homeowners. This explanation should be simple 
and understandable to all, not something that you would need a CPA to grasp.  
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time: 8 years  
realname: Jason Williams  
address1: 8521 86th Ct  
address2:   
city: St John  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46373  
phone: 2196699502  
email: jcwillia1@gmail.com  
 
45. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 10/29/2014 2:59 PM 
questions_comments: I am 29 years old, live in Lowell, IN.  Having this expansion would solidify my 
staying in NWI.  Without, I will most likely move.  Plain and simple.  
Renter: yes  
Email_Notifications: yes  
length_of_time: 29  
realname: Luke Reed  
address1: 18976 King Place  
address2:   
city: Lowell  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46356  
phone:   
email: lukereed04@hotmail.com  
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46. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 10/29/2014 5:38 PM 

questions_comments: I urge your organization to drop this project.   It's initial cost is too 
expensive, and maintenance funding has net even been addressed. Logistically, this plan does 
not address regional transportation woes for our poor.  Additionally, pending Metra extension to 
the south suburbs will also become an option for us residents of south county. 
 
Why should the fine residents of Gary, Hammond, and East Chicago have to pay for an extension 
to south county which will pull consumers away from their cities to purchase fuel, cigarettes, 
breakfast, etc when catching a train to Chicago.    
 
In closing, I feel we should focus our regional efforts on providing a county bus service before 
spending over $500 million on a train extension to Chicago.  Those same buses would also 
provide transport for south county residents to train stations which are already in place.     
Homeowner: yes  
Email_Notifications: yes  
length_of_time: 39 Years  
realname: James Morton  
address1: 13301 Monix Drive  
address2:   
city: St. John  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46373  
phone: 219-365-8933  
email: mortonjamesw@aol.com  
 
47. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 10/29/2014 7:27 PM 
questions_comments: Lot of houses are only 50ft from the project line. I am talking about the 
Monon trail. There will be to much noise and this will cause stress for the fondation of the house 
and I am not happy about this news.  
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes  
length_of_time:   
realname: Danny  
address1: 8527 Garfield Ave  
address2:   
city: Munster  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46321  
phone:   
email: dpetro57@att.net  
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48. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 10/29/2014 8:35 PM 

questions_comments: Yes this area needs access to more jobs, but this is a huge waste of money. I 
would rather see this money spent to develop new business in NWI, instead of transporting our 
citizens to another state to work. It seems pretty ridiculous that our government thinks this is a 
good idea for our area. Asking all of these communities to foot the bill so a couple thousand 
people wont have to drive 20 mins to the train station is insane. It would probably be cheaper to 
pay these people to stay home. As a resident and business owner in Hammond, I am opposed to 
this. We are being asked to give money for a railway that will take commuters out of our city. 
Which will in turn mean these commuters wont be using services in our community, which is a 
major lose lose for us. And to require money from Porter county, which will receive no benefits 
what so ever from this, is extortion. Pete Visclosky thinks this is good way to create 
jobs....building an unnecessary railway is no solution to lack employment opportunities in the 
region. How about investing this money into education, so we can attract businesses with our 
talented work force. BP is full of workers from Texas and other states, work on changing that if 
you need to employ laborers. This area is a mess, a real solution needs to be implemented, not 
some weird railroad band aid, no one is asking for this.  
Homeowner: yes  
Business_Owner: yes  
length_of_time: 17 years  
realname: kelly voris  
address1: 6805 arizona ave  
address2:   
city: hammond  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46323  
phone: 2197185460  
email: tat2kelly@aol.com  
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49. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 10/30/2014 2:22 PM 

questions_comments: I ride the south shore daily, and the biggest issue we have is when someone 
or something takes down a line.  Some days the delays take so long I'm forced to work from home 
than wait for train. At the meeting the other day, it was mentioned that hybrid trains were on the 
table as (both diesel and electric).  I would like to vote that the hybrid train be selected for the 
project. 
 
Also the I'd like to suggest getting on board with service now to get wifi on the trains.  The south 
tried this a few years ago and then the project just died.  I enjoy working on the train sometimes 
and it would be nice to be able to connect to the internet without having to plug in my wireless 
card and hope that a verizon tower is near enough to me to get a good signal.  
 
Another idea, and I've seen this on the Metra, would be to add a quiet car, at least in the morning. 
 
That's all I've got for now.    
Homeowner: yes  
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes  
Email_Notifications: yes  
length_of_time: 4 years  
realname: Robert Sheehan  
address1: 1929 Wren Drive  
address2:   
city: Munter  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46321  
phone: 2197659946  
email: rob.shza@gmail.com 
 
50. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 10/30/2014 2:56 PM 
questions_comments: I am strongly opposed to spending large sums of money on the South Shore 
extension project.  I live within walking distance from the present Hammond station and see on a 
daily basis what the South Shore line has brought to my neighborhood; a very large parking lot 
and regular traffic congestion.  The only ones that benefit from the South Shore are the very small 
number that ride it to work in Chicago.  It is time to spend money on projects that benefit the 
majority of residents, like improvement of streets and neighborhoods.  In order to insure that the 
wishes of the tax-payers are being followed, a referendum should be held in Hammond, Munster 
and Dyer to see how the residents feel.  If voted down in any of the three, money from that city or 
town should not be used for this wasteful project.  Such a project has really shown us that the 
recently passed county tax was not needed at such a high rate and that there seems to be 
collusion among our politicians to spend our money on projects that don't reflect the needs of the 
community but rather satisfy their own plans.  
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time:   
realname: Ronald Kozlowski  
address1: 4156 Sheffield Ave.  
address2:   
city: Hammond  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46327  
phone: 219-931-8466  
email: kozmo54@comcast.net  
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51. Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com 
Date Received: Wed 10/31/2014 9:46 AM 

We are writing with our opinion of the rail extension. We are Munster residents and have resided at 7848 
Frederick Avenue for over 30 years. When we purchased our home, we were assured by town personnel 
that the tracks behind our home would no longer be in use. Our in-ground pool is probably 10-15 feet 
from the abandoned tracks and we feel that it would no longer be safe to use if the tracks were used. 
 
We believe that you should include the purchase cost of all the homes on our street that back up to the 
tracks  in your planned costs. Most of these homes are valued at $250,000 - $300,000. If the tracks are 
put back into use, our home values will drop SIGNIFICANTLY!  
 
We believe that residents in our town are satisfactorily served by the existing rail service! 
 
Sincerely, 
Jack and Monica Treasure 
mtreas99@aol.com  
 
52. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 10/30/2014 2:40 PM 
questions_comments: I fully support this and will be the best thing to happen in the region.  This 
will decidedly be a factor as to whether I remain in the area or move in the future. My kids will be 
recent college graduates in about four years and the progress made on this will also help 
determine if they stay or move closer to Chicago.   
Homeowner: yes  
Interested_Stakeholder: yes  
Email_Notifications: yes  
length_of_time: 10 years  
realname: Antonia Ornelas  
address1: 8048 Schreiber Dr.  
address2:   
city: Munster  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46321  
phone: 7739337208  
email: antoniaornelas@gmail.com  
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53. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 11/01/2014 1:06 PM 
questions_comments: I strongly favor the proposed South Shore Rail expansion into Chicago 
especially with a station stop in Munster. I strongly prefer that a Munster station be around the 
Fisher/45th st. area as I believe it has better easier access to for drivers and pedestrians alike, 
larger areas for car parking, less intrussiveness into residential areas, and more convienance for 
for residents whom are presently devoid  of rail acccess to Chicago. I do not favor a stop/station 
in Munster on Ridge road as it will worsen  the already driving conditions on Ridge road. Likewise 
just to the North there are Stations in Hegwisch and Hammond as an option to those north of 
Ridge road.  
 
With a already populor heavily used walking/bike trail leading up to a future Fisher/45th st. station, 
it makes for a logically place to have a station. That trail already runs in Munster and soon will 
connect all the way to Crown Point Indiana. I'm loving the idea of being able to walk, ride ones 
bike to the train station and be off to Chicago weather for work or pleasure. It will defiantely enrich 
the quality of life and enlarge the social and entertainment options for Northwest Indiana with 
such an access to Chicago.  
 I can't wait for the first train to leave the station from Munster. "Ticket Please"!   
Homeowner: yes  
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes  
Email_Notifications: yes  
length_of_time:   
realname: Giovanni Savaglio  
address1: 10110 Somerset drive  
address2:   
city: Munster  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46321  
phone: 219-924-7860  
email: giovannisavaglio@aol.com  
 
54. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 11/02/2014 7:47 PM 
questions_comments: I WOULD LIKE TO KNOW WHERE THE PARKING FACILITIES WOULD BE IN 
MUNSTER AND DYER AND HOW WOULD THIS EXTRA TRAFFIC WOULD  BE DEALT WITH IN THIS 
ALREADY HORRIBLE MESS AT RUSH HOUR. ALSO HOW MUCH ARE MY TAXES GOING TO 
INCREASE WHEN THERE ARE SHORTFALLS IN REVENUE WHICH ALWAYS OCCURS.WE AS 
TAXPAYERS ARE ALREADY SUBSIDIZING THE EXISTING LINE AND CANNOT USE IT TO GO TO 
WORK, BUT STILL HAVE TO PAY FOR OUR GAS AND TOLLS, PLUS PAY FOR PEOPLE TO RIDE 
THE TRAIN.  
Homeowner: yes  
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes  
length_of_time: 42 YEARS  
realname: GARRETT VANDERHOEK  
address1: 9207 HAWTHORNE DR.  
address2:   
city: MUNSTER  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46321  
phone:   
email: sandyv5798@att.net  
 
  



 
Scoping Summary Report  

 Page D-33 March 2015 

55. Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com 
Date Received: Wed 11/03/2014 9:41 PM 

1.  Will the Westlake Corridor be used for passenger rail only, OR will it also be utilized to carry freight? 
2. Will the Hammond Station be moved to the State Line area, and will the Westlake corridor run thru 

downtown Hammond? 
3. Are there plans to start charging for parking at the NICTD train stations?  i.e. It costs $50.00 + to park 

in Chicago……………….. $0.00 at NICTD stations.!?! 
4. Are there anticipated fare hikes coming to help pay for the planned improvements?  If so, what type of 

rate increase can be anticipated? 
5. Are there plans to make Hammond and East Chicago T.O.D.’s ? 
Dave Ryan 
Executive Director 
Lakeshore Chamber 
dryan@lakeshorechamber.com  
 
56. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 11/04/2014 11:56 AM 
questions_comments: Making public transportation in northwest Indiana accessible to more of our 
south county area is certainly a much needed and very positive direction for all. We have a 
responsible to think about the needs of future generations as well as our current ones.    
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time: Lifetime  
realname: Eugene and Jeanne Wease  
address1: 1087 Freedom Circle South  
address2:   
city: Crown Point  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46307  
phone:   
email: wpairagenes@att.net  
 
57. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 11/04/2014 1:01 PM 
questions_comments: Please expand the South Shore.  I live in Saint John and drive over 30 
minutes to catch the train.  I have been taking the South Shore for over 28 years and believe I will 
be impacted for at least another 15 years.  
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time: 25  
realname: Colleen M Karabetsos  
address1: 8962 Crooked Bend  
address2:   
city: St. John  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46373  
phone: 3126964468  
email: ckarabetsos@butlerrubin.com  
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58. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 11/04/2014 1:48 PM 

questions_comments: This is wonderful news. This will decrease my commute time and driving 
time.  
Renter: yes  
length_of_time: 5 1/2 years  
realname: Belinda Bolden  
address1: 18542 Oakley  
address2: Apt. 1  
city: Lansing  
state: IL  
zip_code: 60438  
phone:   
email: msb55@sbcglobal.net  
 
59. Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com 

Date Received: Wed 11/05/2014 3:05 PM 
Hi,  
  
I am a monthly commuter and vaguely heard rumor of "West Lake Corridor Project". 
  
If what I heard is to be true.  Adding an extention in Dyer, Indiana, then being a Munster, Indiana 
residence, I am all for this! 
  
Please let me know what I can do to show my support. 
  
Thank you,  
Justin MacLean 
justinericmaclean@sbcglobal.net  
 
60. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 11/05/2014 3:22 PM 
questions_comments: This is an extention in Dyer, Indiana, right?  My neighbor told me there would 
be a station in both Dyer & Munster?  I WOULD LOVE THIS!  Current cummuter at the Hammond 
Station, where I live in Munster, IN.  There's a total of 6 railroads, I have to cross in order to get to 
the Hammond one.  Which it's common to get stuck behind anyone of them either going to the 
Hammond Station or leaving.  This can result in being late or just simply wanting to go home after 
a long day.  Plus Hammond Station is always overcrowed.  Not just the train itself, but the parking 
lot and I catch the 2nd train that runs in the morning.  Co-workers tells me there's no parking 
spots available for later trains.  Then East Chicago is a dangerous station from break-ins to 
climbing the stairs in winter seasons.  Just don't get wrong.  I LOVE working in Chicago and 
honestly wouldn't have it any other way.  Simply wanted to add my support and please let me 
know what I can do?  A train station in Dyer, (or even better Munster) is just simply the icing on 
the cake!  
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time:   
realname: Justin Eric MacLean  
address1: 9136 Chestnut Lane  
address2:   
city: Munster  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46321  
phone:   
email: justinericmaclean@sbcglobal.net  
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61. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 11/06/2014 1:18 AM 

questions_comments: Fully support extension of the South Shore Line 
Homeowner: yes  
Business_Owner: yes  
length_of_time: 7 years  
realname: Royce Bialon  
address1: 5515 Belshaw Rd  
address2:   
city: Lowell  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46356  
phone:   
email: deakon57@gmail.com  
 
62. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 11/06/2014 7:35 AM 
questions_comments: I am strongly in favor of the extension. I moved back to the area from 
Chicago but still work in the city. Except for income taxes, the remainder of my income is spent in 
NWI. I do believe that expanded public transportation will bring a younger population to NWI and 
create more employment opportunities.   
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time: Six Years  
realname: Marcee Northey  
address1: 9136 Verbena Dr  
address2:   
city: Munster  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46321  
phone:   
email: mrueth73@yahoo.com  
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63. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 11/06/2014 8:17 AM 

questions_comments: i am absolutely against this. if should not be subsidised by the taxpayers. the 
only way this should go forward, is if it is funded by the users of this service or private industry 
contributions. i do not use the train to make my commute to the city, why should i pay for other 
peoples'. i am already burdened by high gas prices, tolls, insurance, plates, maintenance for my 
vehicle, etc. Where is my help? 
 
Also, we already seen flim flamming of numbers by Visclosky over community contributions 
towards this. Metra and the CTA can be a lesson, it shows that this is a never ending money pit. 
They are always crying poor, raising fee, cutting service, and need to be bailed out by the 
taxpayers.  
 
I say NWI does not need this! i moved from Illinois to get away from this madness. if you want to 
take the train move closer to the exsisting train stations.  
 
And how about we fix up our area so people do not have to go to Chicago to work!!!! Gary needs 
to be revitalized.    
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time: 10  
realname: Jim  
address1: Litke  
address2:   
city: griffith  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46319  
phone:   
email: jimlitke@sbcglobal.net  
 
64. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 11/06/2014 9:56 AM 
questions_comments: I am in favor of the West Lake Corridor Project.  I live in Dyer and have to 
travel between 10 and 13 miles to get to a train station. I then need to find parking.  There is also a 
significant chance that I will be caught by a freight train and will need to drive all the way to the 
city.  It would be great for young people. Their job opportunities will increase if Chicago can be 
added to their job search area.  It would also be great if we could keep them living in our area. 
This would be a benefit to the state, the local town/city and to businesses. It is also a benefit to 
families and older people who like to take advantage of the city but would prefer not to drive due 
to the traffic and expense in parking.   We spend so much on roads, lets spend a little on public 
transportation.  
Homeowner: yes  
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes  
Email_Notifications: yes  
length_of_time: 24 years  
realname: Emma Gallenberger  
address1: 2530 Sandy Ridge Rd  
address2:   
city: Dyer  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46311  
phone: 2197308310  
email: emgallen@sbcglobal.net  
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65. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 11/06/2014 10:06 AM 

questions_comments: I fully support the West lake corridor project. I live in south Lake county & 
find it too inconvenient to go to Hammond to catch the train. Prior to moving to St. John I always 
lived within easy driving distance of the train and truly miss it. I think it would be very good for the 
area and environment.  
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time: 7years  
realname: Judy Hojnicki   
address1: 9645 Genevieve  
address2:   
city: St John  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46373  
phone:   
email: jhojnicki@joltmail.com  
 
66. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 11/06/2014 11:11 AM 
questions_comments: I am against the extension for the following reasons: 
- Ridership is declining 
- There is no economic development around any South Shore station from South Bend to Van 
Buren, what would make one think that new stations would spur new development? 
- New stations will pull riders from existing stations of Hammond, Gary, & East Chicago; all of 
which are currently in economically depressed areas. 
- New stations will encourage abandonment of already repressed areas. 
- There are no jobs waiting for Indiana residents in Chicago. Chicago residents have trouble 
finding jobs in their own city, in spite of their excellent public transportation system ( which is 
financially struggling ). 
- If the extension is built, where will the money come from to fund the huge additional gap 
between what riders pay and cost of continuing operations ? 
Homeowner: yes  
Business_Owner: yes  
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes  
Email_Notifications: yes  
length_of_time: 40 years  
realname: Jim Banach  
address1: 8942 Chestnut  
address2:   
city: Munster  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46321  
phone: 219-644-9654  
email: Jimhbanach@aol.com  
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67. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 11/06/2014 12:17 PM 

questions_comments: This extension seems to almost be in Illinois, not really helping only Indiana 
people, yet Indiana will pay for it all. Funding has not been obtained. The referendum lost, 
Visclosky cant get the cities to chip in, and taxes will go up. The price remains the same while the 
extension keeps getting shorter. Nobody promised the urban sprawl from Illinois a train when 
they moved here. What will the Gary airport, Gary, and Michigan City request if this extension is 
approved and they need their fair share.  
Homeowner: yes  
Business_Owner: yes  
length_of_time: 60 years  
realname: Kirk Martinsen  
address1: 454 N 325 E  
address2:   
city: Valpo  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46383  
phone: 2197711742  
email: kirk.martinsen@gmail.com  
 
68. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 11/06/2014 12:41 PM 
questions_comments: None provided 
Homeowner: yes  
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes  
length_of_time: 6 years  
realname: Jamie Friedberg  
address1: 10418 Marlou Drive  
address2:   
city: Munster  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46321  
phone: 2195138623  
email: jamschat@hotmail.com  
 
69. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 11/06/2014 12:46 PM 
questions_comments: None provided 
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time:   
realname: Jeremy  
address1: 10418 Marlou Dr  
address2:   
city: Munster  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46321  
phone:   
email: jeremy.friedberg@envestnet.com  
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70. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 11/06/2014 1:15 PM 

questions_comments: I am opposed to the South Shore Extension. How much will it cost? How 
many miles will the extension be? Does the costs include 10% to 20% for costs over-runs? 
Chicago has more people on Welfare than they do working, and the city Councilmen are talking 
about taxing out of State workers.Does the costs of the extension justify the few people going to 
Chicago,when they could drive a few miles to Hammond or E. Chicago trani station?We cannot 
have all this construction (Illiana Expressway/Tollway going on at the same time.Look at Illinois' 
Debt, and getting worse every day. I'm proud to be a Indiana Resident whose State has a Surplus.!  
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time: 72yrs  
realname: Andrew B. Shultz  
address1: 1716 west 58th Ave  
address2:   
city: Merrillville  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46410  
phone: 219-980-4159  
email: andybs66@hotmail.com  
 
71. Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com 

Date Received: Wed 11/05/2014 1:32 PM 
 
Please count us among those who are very much in favor of the expansion. This region needs to be more 
connected to other parts of the Chicagoland area. Let's embrace the future, not hide from it! 
Mary Baniak 
Michael Baniak 
maryfdaly55@sbcglobal.net  
1327 Ridgeway Avenue 
Munster, IN 46321 
 
72. Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com 

Date Received: Wed 11/05/2014 2:01 PM 
This is an unnecessary waste of taxpayers money!  Visclosky would do much more good by spending the 
money to replace the Cline Avenue bridge as a toll-free road as it was originally intended.  The money 
would also benefit more people if spent to build the Illiana Expressway without tolls.  Spend the money so 
it benefits the majority, not the few that will ride a subsidized train to Chicago. 
Deacon Rob Litavecz 
rlitavecz@yahoo.com  
 
73. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 11/06/2014 2:13 PM 
questions_comments: This is a great idea and I hope that it is the beginning of service further south 
and or east.  I further hope that the areas served may soon match those served in the 20's and 
30's, and that cars spend much more time in their garages.    
Renter: yes  
length_of_time:   
realname: Owen Todd  
address1:  1806 Country Club Rd  
address2:   
city: Valparaiso  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46383  
phone: 7074793214  
email: oweninnapa@aol.com  
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74. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 11/06/2014 3:42 PM 

questions_comments: I strongly support the extension of the South Shore.  It would be a vital 
lifeline from growing NWI population in the area to downtown Chicago.  Although it is not 
mentioned, an extension is very much needed south and eastward for residents in the Crown 
Point area to be able to utilize the train more conveniently, rather than driving 20-30 minutes 
north.  I am a daily commuter to the Loop, and having to pick up the train in East Chicago is quite 
a commute.  Although I probably would not use the West Lake Corridor, I believe that it is needed 
and would provide for future expansion eastward towards Crown Point.  
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time: 5 years  
realname: Jason Schrader  
address1: 11614 Broadway  
address2:   
city: Crown Point  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46307  
phone:   
email: jayschrader@gmail.com  
 
75. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 11/06/2014 4:09 PM 
questions_comments: I disagree that the rail extension will by its very existence improve the quality 
of life in NW Indiana. There is also commuter rail running through some very economically 
depressed areas.  I am extremely concerned about the future tax burden of maintaining what is 
sure to be an unprofitable public transportation system. I moved to NW Indiana to get away from 
Chicago and the suburbs, not to emulate them.  
Homeowner: yes  
Email_Notifications: yes  
length_of_time: 17 years  
realname: Gregg T Adams  
address1: 209 Stone Ridge Drive  
address2:   
city: Dyer  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46311  
phone:   
email: gt.adams@earthlink.net  
 
76. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 11/06/2014 4:26 PM 
questions_comments: I am in favor of this project. Providing better transportation to Chicago would 
improve my standard of living. I am looking to find an easier way to commute to Chicago to work 
and also to go to the museums,  etc.   
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time: 6 years  
realname: Mary Morantz  
address1: 12323 Cedar Lake Rd  
address2:   
city: Crown Point/IN  
state: State  
zip_code: 46307  
phone:   
email: marmar9981@gmail.com  
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77. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 11/06/2014 5:20 PM 

questions_comments: Please do not build his extension. We all know this means higher taxes. 
Nothing ever costs the projected amount it's always more. Someone will have to pay which is us 
the taxpayers.  
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time: 2 years  
realname: Mark Rudy  
address1: 8006 Frederick Ave,  
address2:   
city: Munster  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46321  
phone:   
email: Mrudy76@sbcglobal.net  
 
78. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 11/06/2014 5:29 PM 
questions_comments: I fear that a train extension at this time will cause a deterioration to areas of 
the already existing train stations in Hammond, East Chicago, and Gary. Plus the Hegewisch 
station itself. This project can be nothing more than a opportunity for Peter Visclosky and his 
backers to make money on property they procured years ago in Munster. I am a person who does 
not have transportation and would benefit from a station in my backyard area but I know it would 
kill the neighborhoods with train stations already there. The nerve of the rich trying to avoid poor 
neighborhoods is appalling. This is a shakedown of money from federal coffers and a ploy by 
Peter Visclosky to put money in his and friends pockets.  
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time: 39 years  
realname: Michael D Stewart  
address1: 9015 Revere Court  
address2:   
city: Munster  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46321  
phone: 2199237268  
email: stioux@msn.com  
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79. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 11/06/2014 9:04 PM 

questions_comments: I have been a South Shore commuter from central Lake County for the past 
seven years. Without access to a high-paying, knowledge-based job downtown Chicago, I would 
not live in Northwest Indiana, where I spend nearly all of my income on housing, food, goods, 
services and taxes. 
 
 I support the extension of service through western Lake County. It's an important long-term 
economic-development opportunity. 
 
 In the past decade, the highest-paying jobs have disproportionately accrued to urban cores such 
as downtown Chicago (the same is true in San Francisco, New York and other MSAs).  
 
Overall, the long-term population trend in the MSA is likely to be flat to declining, which means 
growth will come to submarkets with access to high-paying jobs.  
 
 Despite the current respite from rising gas prices, long-term fuel prices are likely to continue to 
rise, making mass transit a more and more important amenity to an increasingly mobile 
workforce. 
 
 Increased rail access in western Lake County will drive home values and migration, which will 
stabilize and increase retail development along the US 41/30 corridor that is crucial to the tax base 
of Lake County and communities such as Dyer, Schererville and Highland. 
 
 I would encourage NICTD planners to examine the home values and household incomes of 
census tracts in close, direct proximity to Metra lines vs. those just beyond.  
Homeowner: yes  
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes  
length_of_time: 7 years  
realname: John Pletz  
address1: 7018 Starling Drive  
address2:   
city: Schererville  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46375  
phone: 219-742-3174  
email: jpletz@crain.com  
 
80. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 11/07/2014 9:24 PM 
questions_comments: I am a 66 year old homeowner in St John IN and I would like the rail 
extension built so that my wife and I could travel back and forth from Dyer to Chicago.  The 
current station in Hammond is so far away that we just end up driving downtown.  When the rail 
extension is built I think that there are many that will benefit from an easier, more efficient way to 
travel.  
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time:   
realname: Jim Merkle  
address1: 9771 Jack Dr  
address2:   
city: St John  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46373  
phone:   
email: jimster66@live.com  
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81. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 11/07/2014 11:29 PM 

questions_comments: None provided 
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time:   
realname: Jeremy  
address1: 10418 Marlou Dr  
address2:   
city: Munster  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46321  
phone:   
email: jberg74@hotmail.com  
 
82. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 11/07/2014 4:13 PM 
questions_comments: The following comments are related to the extension of the South Shore 
Line.  On 1/1/1998, the reciprocal agreement between Illinois and Indiana was discontinued.  Since 
that date, income tax is paid to the STATE WHERE YOU WORK AND NOT THE STATE WHERE 
YOU LIVE.  I have only seen two comments on this point.  I worked in Chicago for 25 years.  I 
would have preferred to find a "good" job in Indiana and paid income tax where I lived.  Plus much 
of my shopping was done in Chicago where I also paid Illinois sales tax.  I, therefore, would prefer 
seeing this money spent on a manufacturing plant in Indiana where the jobs and the tax dollars 
would remain here.   
Renter: yes  
Email_Notifications: yes  
length_of_time:   
realname: THEODORA FERDA  
address1: 1011 S JACKSON BLVD  
address2:   
city: CHESTERTON  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46304  
phone: 219-926-8909  
email: teddi@adsnet.com  
 
83. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 11/07/2014 6:12 PM 
questions_comments: this is the BIGGEST boondoggle I think the Democrats have ever come up 
with and shame on your for even considering this project.  12 trains equal 30 jobs.  do the math it 
is not difficult.  NO TRAIN.   
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time: 7  
realname: Christine Pszonka  
address1: 2829 Dearborn Street  
address2:   
city: Lake Station  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46405  
phone:   
email: chris.pszonka@gmail.com  
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84. Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com 
Date Received: Wed 11/08/2014 11:27 AM 

To All For Whom This May Concern: 
 
Even though I recently attended a meeting and filled out an index card with my comments, I wanted to 
reach a broader audience and give my “input” regarding this South Shore extension issue before the 
deadline of Veteran’s Day on November 11th, a day on which no mail will be delivered (hmm . . . how 
convenient!).   
 
As a long time South Shore rider (28 years) I am not in favor of the extension through west Lake County 
for the following reasons:   
 
(1)  the existing rail line truly has a difficult time operating “as is” and adding an extension will not 
only prejudicially boost heft to the already wealthy west Lake County residents and its established 
businesses, but, of concern to me, the South Shore north Lake County train would operate 
detrimentally to its present loyal ridership through probably a reduction in service via number of 
trains run, further on-time performance issues due to train management’s divided interest with 
another line, etcetera;  
(2) if any kind of extension is planned and if any tax dollars are used for said extension, then we 
need a line that runs diagonally through the County to serve fairly and equally ALL of our residents 
(yes, let’s be honest here, even us “poor folk”);  
(3) Chicago has a wonderful transportation system with buses and our County has no extensive bus 
service set up to alleviate already congested roads and to provide service to the overall population;  
(4) ideally, we should have high-speed rail because the commute to Chicago is too long, way too 
long (that rail can also link us to Lafayette/Indianapolis);  
(5) people should quit saying the west extension will provide jobs and businesses.  How so?  
Businesses and jobs already exist there . . .  how about developing the rest of the County?  By the 
way, contrary to what those in Lake County who have never worked a day in Chicago are saying, the 
jobs there and the lifestyle given up to commute there are NOT the nirvana they make it out to be.  
(And, believe me, I am saying this and speaking of this from years of experience!)   
(6) to garner support for a new rail extension, we’re also constantly told that the rail extension will 
entice business; well, if that’s the case, then why haven’t we seen any marked jobs or business 
“development” along the present line?  
I wholeheartedly agree with Hammond Mayor Thomas McDermott II in calling for a referendum on this 
very (much too) important issue.   
 
Bottom line for all decision-makers within Lake County:  Think this through thoroughly before committing 
hard earned and hard-to-come-by tax dollars.  Don’t just automatically jump on the bandwagon and buy 
into the in-our-face hype and unsubstantiated claims spewed forth by the extension proponents.  (I have 
never liked Visclosky’s “tax and spend” attitude and cautioned him one time about this when he was 
campaigning at the East Chicago train station.  If citizens even think federal dollars come free and that we 
have to grab our share just because that’s what everyone else does and seems to think, then we need to 
think again.  Seriously.  Our country is largely in the shape it’s in because of our unfortunate “build a 
bridge to nowhere” stance.  Hello!  Tax dollars are not free.  We taxpayers always foot the bill.)   
 
Lake County needs its dollars for better roads; a second-to-none bus service that takes residents 
everywhere with no problem and that the County can boast about [don’t put the rail (cart) before the horse 
(bus service)]; diagonally-run rail (preferably high speed); the gentrification of Gary (see below under 
“P.S.”); and to attract outside businesses and residents – a program that keeps crime down (all police 
departments in the County should have a zero tolerance policy and mean business – take a page from 
the Highland Police Department’s playbook.  Just going by traffic alone, people always drive slowly 
through Highland because everyone always gets ticketed.  But, hey, it works!  Though I especially mean 
this policing should be employed when it comes to hard-core crime in our area.  And less crime means 
less dollars have to be allocated to fund police departments.).  Last, we need our dollars to maintain and 
keep Lake County clean along with employing some aesthetics (that is, in the form of planting a plethora 
of beautiful trees and flowers throughout the County so people will actually want to live and visit here).   
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Yes, let’s make a pact to be DIFFERENT than the rest of the U.S.  Let’s be, and be known as, the most 
beautiful County in the country to attract tourists who want to visit here, residents who want to live (and 
stay) here, and architecturally attractive businesses that will exude a fresh, positive, rooted downhome 
American ambiance and that will WANT to operate here, in this County, and, thus, attract jobs!  We can 
do it.  We just have to not be stupid, but have the wherewithal to stick together and use our limited taxes 
wisely!   
 
Thank you for listening. 
Marybeth Yokovich 
(formerly from Hammond; now in Merrillville) 
myokovich@gmail.com  
P.S.:  We have to address the elephant in the room.  We MUST not neglect, but we must do something 
about Gary.  Like it or not, Mayor Karen (and God be with you and bless your heart for taking on this 
enormous task), we must face facts:  The City is a thorn in the County’s side but was not at one time, 
should not be now, and so doesn’t HAVE to be.  It is large, it is poor, it is crime-ridden, people don’t want 
to go near it, the steel mills do not appear to be coming back to their glory days, and I have racked my 
brain out wondering what can be done about the situation.  I wish I could come up with some solutions to 
offer you, but, to be honest, “I got nothin’.”  (Sigh.)  No ideas whatsoever.  I’m drawing a blank!  The best I 
could come up with would be to study what other cities in other parts of the U.S., or even what cities in 
other countries might have done, to turn things around.  What I WILL not hesitate to say, though, is that I 
believe a course should be taught in schools on how to appropriately raise children in the home, no 
matter the economic circumstances, as that seems to be where many problems start.  Because harsh 
discipline through violence models and unwittingly only begets more violence, and that, in large part, 
contributes to crime.   
 
cc:  To everyone I can find addresses for including NICTD, local legislators, police departments, The 
Times, etcetera 
 
85. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 11/08/2014 5:43 PM 
questions_comments: STOP this project.  The cost per mile is outrageous. The impact on traffic will 
be horrendous.  The number of customers served will be minimal.  The majority of the ridership 
will come from the existing ridership. The funding scheme will disproportionately impact the 
poorer communities.  
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time: 74 years  
realname: Patricia Hauer  
address1: 7407 Montana Ave  
address2:   
city: Hammond  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46323  
phone: 2198441303  
email: ndfan1@hotmail.com  
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86. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 11/08/2014 7:37 PM 

questions_comments: What is the potential for damage to nearby houses relating to the ground 
shaking due to passing trains?  
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time: 14 years  
realname: Susan A Yakes  
address1: 320 Sunnyside Ave.  
address2:   
city: Munster  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46321  
phone: 708-707-2577  
email: ocd320@gmail.com  
 
87. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 11/08/2014 9:20 PM 
questions_comments: Why should I, a homeowner in Hammond, pay for this extension of the South 
Shore???? My taxes are high enough.  
Homeowner: yes  
Email_Notifications: yes  
length_of_time: 64 years  
realname: Gayle Colleen Vuletic  
address1: 7631 Golfway Ct  
address2:   
city: Hammond  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46324-3146  
phone: 2198455061  
email: gvuletic5095@wowway.com  
 
88. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 11/08/2014 10:21 PM 
questions_comments: I'm 100% against the project and the long term funding. I live in the north 
Lake county area and don't understand giving people one more reason to not come into my city.  
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time: 40 years  
realname: EverettyearsE Logan  
address1: 6830 Wicker Ave  
address2:   
city: Hammond  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46323  
phone: 219-902-5495  
email: ELButch450@yahoo.com  
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89. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 11/08/2014 11:15 PM 

questions_comments: Over 30 thousand people did not Vote for Peter Visclosky on Tuesday.  I 
think it is safe to say that those votes were also against the train.   
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time: all of my life.  
realname: Cynthia Robbins  
address1: 2942 Wells Street  
address2:   
city: Lake Station  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46405  
phone: 2199633591  
email: justdoit_90@yahoo.com  
 
90. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 11/09/2014 5:47 AM 
questions_comments: There is enough traffic on 41 in Highland & Schererville from people visiting 
all the new stores near Main St. and 41. If people want to work in Chicago & earn the big money, 
then let them pay their way to work or move closer. We don't need more traffic here.  I feel that the 
people pushing this extension so passionately are getting some kind of reward that we don't 
know about.  I don't want my tax money used to help other people get better jobs, how does this 
benefit me?  And why do I need to provide my name & address if I don't wish to receive updates?  
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time: 50 years  
realname: Carol Wyatt  
address1: 1920 Austin Ave  
address2:   
city: Schererville  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46375  
phone:   
email: tolo1957@hotmail.com 
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91. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 11/09/2014 5:05 PM 

questions_comments: Firstly I think running a train linking the South Shore to Dyer is a horrible 
idea for the following reasons: 
 
•There will be loud train noises running the entire stretch of the track, this will cause noise 
pollution to current residents.  No one wants to hear a train whistle or the rush of the train at any 
hour of the day. 
•A diesel train will cause air pollution around the train.  This will affect families, businesses 
causing possible health problems. 
•A known side affect of train traffic through farm ground is field fires.  The field fires are caused 
by hot debris being released from the trains exhaust system. 
•The tracks are not a not a pleasant landscape for residents, businesses and travelers.   
•The property value for all residential and commercial will plummet.  How will those affected be 
compensated for their loss? 
•I have never seen neighborhoods with trains running through that are well-kept or desirable 
property for families.  Usually train tracks indicate less desirable properties and are plagued with 
vandalism, graffiti and often transient individuals. 
•The communities will change in dynamic.  The quite historic area of Munster would be ruined.  
With the changed dynamic many current residents will find it undesirable to live near or in the 
town.  There is a reason many folks chose to live in the quite communities, noise and air pollution 
will not outweigh any perceived benefit. 
•With increased traffic, crime rates would increase at stations and potential vandalism 
•The Monan Bike Trail will be destroyed.  No one wants to walk next to a train whizzing by.  The 
trail connects multiple communities and parks across Northwest Indiana. The trail provides an 
excellent source of activity for everyone in the communities.  
Homeowner: yes  
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes  
Email_Notifications: yes  
length_of_time: 2 years  
realname: Julie Latta  
address1: 8121 Highland Place  
address2:   
city: Munster  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46321  
phone:   
email: jewels_pnt@yahoo.com  
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92. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 11/09/2014 8:04 PM 

questions_comments: Is there some way I can blame:  
President Obama 
Mayor McDermott 
Mayor Freeman-Wilson 
Ken Davidson 
MX 
Chuck Pullen 
Mad Mac 
Idi Amin 
Hitler 
Pol Pot? 
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time: 67 years  
realname: Thomas Drake  
address1: 8326 Columbia  
address2:   
city: Munster  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46321  
phone:   
email: angryGOP@gmail.com  
 
93. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 11/10/2014 9:04 AM 
questions_comments: This is a complete waste of tax payer money. The companies working on this 
project are all from Illinois and the people who would take this train are going to illinois to make 
money. Lake county indiana will not benefit at all from this.   
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time:   
realname: Terrence Gass  
address1: 8428 Johnston St.   
address2:   
city: Highland  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46322  
phone:   
email: gearhead350@yahoo.com  
 
94. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 11/10/2014 11:07 AM 
questions_comments: None provided 
length_of_time:   
realname: Waste Management - CID RDF  
address1: 138th and Interstate 94  
address2:   
city: Calumet City  
state: IL  
zip_code: 60409  
phone:   
email: lgrassl@wm.com  
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95. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 11/10/2014 4:46 PM 

questions_comments: We taxpayers do not need yet another disaster waiting to happen.  I live in 
Munster and as I sit at my kitchen table , I can easily see where this proposed line will go...Right in 
my backyard.  I already listen to the expressway 24/7, and not at all happy about the possibility of 
a rail/commuter train running 24/7.  It is ridiculous that the same people who are rallying for this 
"train wreck" can drive a short distance and get on a train in Hammond/East Chicago and do the 
same thing.  My property values are already reduced due to the 08 flood and if this goes through,  
we will have to pay someone to buy it.   
Homeowner: yes  
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes  
Email_Notifications: yes  
length_of_time: 7 years  
realname: Mark mamich  
address1: 7930 Frederick Ave  
address2:   
city: Munster  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46321  
phone: 2198368327  
email: mmamich@gmail.com  
 
96. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 11/10/2014 5:59 PM 
questions_comments: I would really like to see this expand to dyer. I am a young business 
professional that commutes downtown work day. I currently drive to the Hegwisch stop from 81st 
and Hart. I would like to see my hard earned commuting dollars go back to indiana and not Illinois.  
Homeowner: yes  
Interested_Stakeholder: yes  
Email_Notifications: yes  
length_of_time:   
realname: Adam tapper  
address1: 3152 Austgen Pl  
address2:   
city: Dyer  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46311  
phone: 21922794991  
email: A03tapper@yahoo.com  
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97. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 11/10/2014 9:35 PM 

questions_comments: Sir, 
 
I have several questions about the South Shore expansion. 
 
Will the new passenger line reduce roadway congestion and if so by how much? 
 
Lake County already suffers from a great deal of rail road crossings.  What plans been made to 
reduce or eliminate new crossings? 
 
Money for the expansion was taken from the new Lake County income tax.  Why wasn’t the South 
Shore able to pay for the expansion itself? 
 
The Lake County income tax was passed in order for the Lake County towns and cities to 
continue to provide essential services.  Won’t using this tax money to build the new rail line cause 
the municipalities to stop or reduce these essential services? 
 
Historically, the automobile has been shown to be the preferred method of travel.  Can it be shown 
that the new passenger rail will not only be used but sustainable?  Or, would not the new funds be 
better used to improve the main roadways of Lake County? 
 
The project is slated to be completed in 2023.  That’s 9 years from now to build about a ten mile 
route.  It took about 6 years to build the transcontinental railroad.  Why the long duration? 
 
Thank you for taking the time to answer my questions. 
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time:   
realname: Anthony Popiela  
address1: 8936 W. 89th Ave.  
address2:   
city: St. John  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46373  
phone: 2193654538  
email: bluelightneng@att.net  
 
98. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 11/10/2014 9:43 PM 
questions_comments: Would the Monon bike route have to be removed? At intersections in the 
Monon portion, would the tracks be elevated or at ground level?  
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time: 2 and a half years  
realname: Reuben Woods  
address1: 631 173RD ST  
address2:   
city: HAMMOND  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46324  
phone: 7738419540  
email: rjwoods22@yahoo.com  
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99. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 11/11/2014 7:05 AM 

questions_comments: At one time the Pony Express was the premiere means to communicate with 
someone across the country.  Along came the US Post Office, radio, telephone, and now you can 
in the convenience of your home, send video and instant voice communication, along with written 
text/photo's in the flash of a key stroke.  The Pony Express and possibly the US Post Office 
maybe history lessons. 
 
The NICTD expansion is inherently faced with physical problems.  Kensington Station creates a 
bottle neck for the increased train traffic, which severely limits the existing number of train cars, 
who may use the electrical feed, at one time.   
 
Added to this is the limitations of physical space of where to house additional commuter trains at 
the Randolph Street Station.   
 
Metra is required to spend billions to accommodate this expansion first.  Some of this required 
expansion may never be able to happen due to space limitations at Randolph Street Station.  
 
In an era where, each day, more of the US work force are using cloud, remote, at home based 
offices, to spend the amount of money on this project for the limited number of commuters, along 
with the decreasing ridership trends with the current commuter line, expanding the South 
Shore/NICTD would be a waste of limited economic resources.  
Homeowner: yes  
Business_Owner: yes  
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes  
Email_Notifications: yes  
length_of_time: 21  
realname: Chuck Rocek  
address1: 44 Mason St.  
address2:   
city: Hammond  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46320  
phone: 3126079970  
email: ChuckRocek@yahoo.com  
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100. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 11/11/2014 8:19 AM 

questions_comments: As a 25+ year commuter, more transportation to the east side of Chicago is 
NOT needed.  However, what is needed, is transportation via Amtrak is needed into Union Station, 
on the west side of the Chicago loop is and has been needed for years now.  If there was 
transportation to that part of the city, South Shore would have plenty of space for their riders.  
Too many west side workers are forced into taking the South Shore to only have to walk in all the 
elements of Chicago weather, many city blocks, to get to their jobs on the west side.  Or, pay an 
additional fee to take a bus or cab to get there.  No more South Shore!!  And God forbid a power 
outage as I experienced a few times riding the South Shore, only to have to remain on the train for 
three plus hours until the power was restored, in the middle of winter, I might add.  
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time: 53yrs  
realname: Diane Hensley  
address1: 3128 Eder Street  
address2:   
city: Highland  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46322  
phone:   
email: dianemc7140@yahoo.com  
 
101. Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com 

Date Received: Wed 11/11/2014 10:15 AM 
Not in favor of the extension. The people that travel from the cities where they want to put the rail 
extension are already utilizing the current stations. Adding more stops will decrease ridership from the 
current stations, only leaving empty train cars and that does not generate more revenue. And if they want 
new lines in their cities then let them pay for it at 100%. Hammond, East Chicago, Gary, etc have already 
funded the initial south shore tracks and stations so why is Hammond especially being asked for more 
money. Dyer, Lowell and other cities that want it pay for it all.  It will not generate more money for 
hammond and seems useless. They want them, then they pay at 100%. Hammond has done their share 
already.   

How about putting this absurd amount of money into the education system somehow to provide better 
education opportunities for the next generation.  Mayor McDermott implemented the college bound 
program and other cities should follow suit, not build more unnecessary train routes. 

Sincerely, 
Cherie  cerezaxoxo@gmail.com 
Current Daily Hammond commuter and Hammond resident. 
 
102. Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com 

Date Received: Wed 11/11/2014 10:55 AM 
No 
Jordyn Beasley 
jordyndabeast@gmail.com  
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103. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 11/11/2014 12:09 PM 

questions_comments: I support this project and would use the munster station.  This will have an 
improve on acessibility for me to chicago events.  
Renter: yes  
length_of_time:   
realname: tim armstrong  
address1: 3720 w 58th ave  
address2:   
city: merrillville  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46410  
phone:   
email: tfarmstrong@hotmail.com  
 
104. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 11/11/2014 1:05 PM 
questions_comments: I  don't  believe  our  community  can  afford  it  and  feel it  is  unnecessary 
for us.  It's  not too  far  to  travel  to  either  Miller or  Gary  from our  city and  catch the  train 
there.  
Homeowner: yes  
length_of_time: 35  years  
realname: Kimberly S Robison  
address1: 2942 Allen St.  
address2:   
city: Lake Station  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46405  
phone: 2199456173  
email: kimk46405@yahoo.com  
 
105. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 11/11/2014 2:35 PM 
questions_comments: This is a big debacle mess on every level! horrendous traffic snarls, not 
everyone will benefit. Communities pledging money they DON'T have and for 30 years to come? 
NO NO NO, escape the madness this could bring.  
length_of_time:   
realname: O  
address1: 3929 schneider st.  
address2:   
city: lake station  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46405  
phone:   
email: omega_lazur@yahoo.com  
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106. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 11/11/2014 4:21 PM 

questions_comments:  
1. Per your 20 year Strategic Business Plan Summary,  can you provide some additional 
details to the estimated 1,984 jobs the West Lake Extension project and South Shore capital 
improvement projects are projected to be added to the NWI economy?  What percentage are 
construction/project related? What percentage of the 1,984 jobs will be permanent jobs? And of 
the permeant Jobs, what type of jobs are they projected to be?  Service oriented, 
Professional/white collar, Technology based, Communications? 
2. Per your 20-year Strategic Business Plan Summary, Can you further define or expand on 
the statement, “Efficiencies are projected to generate $2.5 billion in Economic output and $1.3 
billion in gross regional product.”  What variables were used as a baseline for this assumed 
Market Study?   
3. What agreements or Memorandums of Understanding are in place with METRA in regards 
to infrastructure upgrades, track expansion and platform modifications at Millennium Station?  
Are they part of the current Draft Environmental Impact Study. At what phase in the process will 
this be  confirmed? 
4. With respect to the TOD, Where does NICTD see the best location of the proposed new 
Stations to fully meet the expectations of a economically supporting TOD(Transit Oriented 
Development).  Does NICTD foresee the stations in Hammond, East Chicago or Gary as a viable 
(TOD) 
5. Has the previous studies demonstrated the need for express trains from Dyer to 
Millennium Station? Is it Feasible or even realistic with the restriction of the METRA rail line?   
6. Regarding the NICTD West Lake Corridor Study March 2011 report, of the estimated 5,600 
people riding the West Lake trains, how many of those are new riders and how many are existing 
rider that are currently driving to the existing stations?  How did you study derive at this 5,600 
number. 
7. What type of contingencies are in place in the current estimated cost for market changes, 
environmental issues, escalation and site conditions? 
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes  
length_of_time: 15 Years  
realname: Robert Ochi  
address1: 43 Highland Street  
address2:   
city: Hammond  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46320  
phone: 219-931-6337  
email: robert@raigroup.net  
 
  



 
Scoping Summary Report  

 Page D-56 March 2015 

107. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 11/11/2014 5:24 PM 

questions_comments: I am resident of Altgeld Gardens and the Executive Director of People for 
Community Recovery (PCR) is very supportive and interested in the transit development and we 
would like to be engaged in this project because our community will be positively impacted by 
this development.  
Business_Owner: yes  
Renter: yes  
Interested_Stakeholder: yes  
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes  
Email_Notifications: yes  
length_of_time: 50 yrs as resident and 35 yrs as a Business Owner  
realname: Cheryl Johnson  
address1: 13330 South Corliss Avenue  
address2:   
city: Chicago  
state: IL  
zip_code: 60827  
phone: 7739715028  
email: cheryljohnsonpcr@gmail.com  
 
108. Direct Email Submission to project.email@nictdwestlake.com 

Date Received: Wed 11/11/2014 5:38 PM  
To Whom It May Concern: 

 
My name is Cheryl Johnson and I am the Executive Director of People for Community Recovery (PCR), 
an environmental justice community-based organization located in Altgeld Gardens. We at PCR is very 
supportive of this project.  This project would improve our transit in more ways that we can imagine and 
this will be great opportunity for our community to be engaged in this development too. 
 
Please keep us inform of any future meetings, correspondence and other materials related to this project 
so that we can continue to be supportive. 
 
If further discussions are needed between us, please call us at 773.840.4618 
 
Sincerely, 
Cheryl Johnson  cheryl.johnson@peopleforcommunityrecovery.org 
People for Community Recovery 
13330 South Corliss Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60827 
773.840.4618 office 
773.971.5028 cell 
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109. Online Comment Form Submission 
Date Received: Mon 11/11/2014 6:17 PM 

questions_comments: The extension of the South Shore line is very important to the region, not 
only because it will improve access to Chicago, but also because it will make NW Indiana 
accessible to Chicago. Chicago, too, needs this. It is busy trying to promote itself as a destination 
region rather than just a destination city, but right now it isn't a destination region because people 
can't move out of the city. One thing that is vital with this rail extension is that bicycles be allowed 
on at least some of the trains. We have such a wonderful trail system and many amenities, 
including Three Floyds brewery, which brews the top-ranking beer in the US, that tourists and 
Chicagoans would be likely to come out and visit by bicycle, if they knew that at the end of the 
day they could catch a train that would take them and their bicycles back into Chicago.  
Homeowner: yes  
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes  
Email_Notifications: yes  
length_of_time: 1 year  
realname: Kelly Jones  
address1: 1509 N Cline Ave  
address2:   
city: Griffith  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46319  
phone:   
email: kel.k.jones@gmail.com  
 
110. Online Comment Form Submission 

Date Received: Mon 11/11/2014 11:42 PM 
questions_comments: The West Lake Corridor Project is a vital and necessary component of the 
future of Northwest Indiana. Younger residents and graduates of Northwest Indiana's many 
colleges and universities need access to the career opportunities located within the city of 
Chicago. Unfortunately, many of these residents find that they must move away from Northwest 
Indiana to access these opportunities, not because of the geographical distance, but because of 
the lack of connectivity between these two frustratingly close areas. This creates an uncertain 
future for the communities along the West Lake Corridor as young, well-educated residents leave. 
While I personally wish to remain in Northwest Indiana, I fear that it might not be practical for me 
to do so without the expansion of commuter rail. In analyzing this project, please consider giving 
me and the thousands of residents in the same situation the opportunity to remain here, as well as 
making Northwest Indiana a place where new residents would strongly desire to live.   
Homeowner: yes  
Resident_Project_Corridor: yes  
Email_Notifications: yes  
length_of_time: 23 years  
realname: Michael Gallenberger  
address1: 2530 Sandy Ridge Road  
address2:   
city: Dyer  
state: IN  
zip_code: 46311  
phone:   
email: mwgallenbe@sbcglobal.net  
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Mailed Comments

RECEIVED
rev it] any.

N.l.C.T.D.November 8. 2014

To All For Whom This May Concern:

Even though I recently attended a meeting and filled out an index card with my
comments, I wanted to reach a broader audience and give my "input" regarding this
South Shore extension issue before the deadline of 1|li'eteran's Day on November 11th.
a day on which no mail will be delivered (hmm . . . how convenienti}.

As a long time South Shore rider {23 years) I am M in favor of the extension
through west Lake County for the following reasons:

(1) the existing rail line tr_u_ly has a difficult time operating "as is" and adding an
extension will not only prejudicially boost heft to the already wealthy west Lake
County residents and its established businesses. but. of concern to me. the
South Shore north Lake County train would operate delrimentally to its present
loyal ridership through probably a reduction in service via number of trains run.
further on-time performance issues due to train management's divided interest
with another line. etcetera:

{2] ifany kind of extension is planned and if any tax dollars are used for said
extension. then we need a line that runs diagonally through the County to serve
fairly and equally ALL of our residents (yes. let’s be honest here. even us “poor
folk");

{3} Chicago has a wonderful transportation system with buses and our County
has no extensive bus service setup to alleviate already congested roads and to
provide service to the overall population;

(4} ideally. we should have high-speed rail because the commute to Chicago is
too long. way too long (that rail can also link us to Lafayetterlndianapolis);

{5) people should quit saying the west extension will provide jobs and
businesses. How so? Businesses and jobs already exist there . . . how about
developing the rest of the County? By the way. contrary to what those in Lake
County who have never worked a day in Chicago are saying. the jobs there and
the lifestyle given up to commute there are NOT the nirvana they make it cut to
be. (And. believe me. I am saying this and speaking of this from years of
experience!)

(6) to garner support for a new rail extension. we‘re also constantly told that the
rail extension will entice business; well. if that's the case. then why haven‘t we
seen any marked jobs or business “development" along the present line?

i wholeheartedly agree with Hammond Mayor Thomas McDermott II in
calling for a referendum on this very (much too) important issue.

(Tr,
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Bottom line for all decision-makers within Lake County: Think this through
thoroughly before committing hard earned and hard—to—come-by tax dollars. Don‘t just
automatically jump on the bandwagon and buy into the tn—our—face hype and
unsubstantiated claims spewed forth by the extension proponents. (I have never liked
Visclosky‘s “tax and spend' attitude and cautioned him one time about this when he was
campaigning at the East Chicago train station. tf citizens even think federal dollars
some free and that we have to grab our share just because that's what everyone else
does and seems to think. then we need to think again. Seriously. Our country is largely
in the shape it's in because of our unfortunate ‘build a bridge to nowhere" stance.
Hello! Tax dollars are not free. We taxpayers always foot the bill.)

Lake County needs its dollars for better reads; a second-tonone bus service that

takes residents everywhere with no problem and that the County can boast about [don't
put the rail {cart} before the horse (bus service”: QW-run rail {preferably high
speed]; the gentrification of Gary (see below under “P.S.‘); and to attract outside
businesses and residents - a program that keeps crime down (all police departments in
the County should have a zero tolerance policy and mean business -— take a page from
the Highland Police Department's playbook. Just going by traffic alone. people always
drhre slowly through Highland because everyone always gets ticketed. But. hey. It
works! Though l especially mean this policing should be employed when it comes to
hard—core crime in our area. And less crime means less dollars have to be allocated to
fund police departments). Last. we need our dollars to maintain and keep Lake County
clean along with employing some aesthetics (that is. in the form of planting a plethora of
beautiful bees and flowers throughout the County so people will actually m to live
and visit here).

Yes. let's make a pact to be DIFFERENT than the rest of the US. Let‘s be. and
be known as. the most beautiful County in the country to attract tourists who want to
visit here. residents who want to live (and stay) here. and architecturally attractive
businesses that will exude a fresh. positive. rooted downhome Americana ambiance
and that will WANT to operate here. in m County. and. thus. attract jobs! We can do it.
We just have to not be stupid. but have the wherewithal to stick together and use our
limited taxes may!

Thank you for listening.

Marybeth Yokovich
(tonnerly from Hammond: now in Merrillvilie}

P.S.: We have to address the elephant in the room. We MUST not neglect but we
must do something about Gary. Like it or not. Mayor Karen (and God be with you and
bless your heart for taking on this enormous task). we must face facts: The City is a
thorn in the County's side but was not at one time. should not be now. and so doesn't
HAVE to be. it is large. it is poor. it is crane-ridden. people don't want to go near it. the
steel mills do not appear to be coming back to their glory days. and l have racked my
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brain out wondering what can be done about the situation. I wish I could come up with
some solutions to utter you. but. to be honest. ”I got nothin'." (Sight) his ideas
whatsoever. l'm drawing a blankl The best I could come up with would be to study
what other cities in other parts of the US, or even what cities in other countries might
have done. to turn things around. What I WILL not hesitate to say. though, is that i
believe a course should be taught in schools on how to appropriately raise children in
the home. no matter the economic circumstances, as that seems to be where many
problems start. Because harsh discipline through violence models and unwittingly only
begets more violence, and mat. in large part. contributes to crime,

cc: To everyone i can find addresses for including NICTD. local legislators. police
departments. the Times. etoetera
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November 2. 2014

NICTD West Lake Corridor Project
33 East U. S. Highway 12
Chesterton, IN 46304

Dear NICTD:

I urge support for the extension of the South Shore train thru Hammond. Munster
and eventually;r to Lowell. Population growth and eoonomio growth in Northwest lndiana
in the future will be to the south.

Extension of the South Shore is important to people who are not able to drive. I have
been partially-sighted all of my life. and lam now retired. I moved to Munster last year
for several reasons. Previously. I had always lived near public transportation so lhatl
could be independent. Northwest Indiana has had difficulty maintaining a viable
regional public transit system. But Northwest Indiana does have the South Shore train
which can take people to Chicago. I would like to use it more easily to attend cultural
events, dine, and attend educational events.

F'dor
the people of Hammond, stations should be built ln downtown Hammond andlor

113 St.

Sincerely,

fl . i
Patricia A. Kerpinsld
8220 Harrison Ave. #404
Munster. IN 46321-1342
Pkamifilfil‘ltflaolmm
Phone: morass-2117
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Chicago South “on i Sun-ill Bend Mold
- Gerard Oillcu

121'! arr-soon Mfl;m?fiéfl:fggew r. 121'! mores

Andrew C. Fox
Pin-inn! November 3, 2014

Mr. John N. Parsons
MIC")
33 East US Highway 12
Chesterton. IN 4630‘

Re: Comments for HCTD West Lake Corridor

Dear Mr. Parsons:

The Chicago South Shore It South Bend Railroad (also known as "South Shore Freight" or “CSS'l has the

exclusive height rail franchise over rail line owned and/or operated by NCTD from itensington to South

Bend. (155' major height classification yard is located in the Village of Burnham. between NiCTD‘s
Hammond and Hegewisch stations. An affiliate of CSS, Illinois-Indiana Development Company ['IIDC‘].

owns the Joint NICTDJCSS right of way between the lilinoiyindiana state line and a junction with Metra
at 115‘” Street, Kensington. in the city at Chicago A diverse array of Industrial customers depend on
reliable (155 freight service.

inciudln’gNtPSCO Accelortilittal. and‘the' Parrot
llthat”

(155 has reviewed the aiternatiye routes for the-West takecorridor being considered between
downtown Hammond and a cOnnection with Metro at Kensington. Cleariy the superior route is to utilize
the former Michigan Central {MC} route between Hammond and Remington, which is shown in Yellow
on the protect map. That route has a number of advantages over the alternate. which oonnects with
MUD in the vicinity of Hegewisch station.

1] The MC route has superior curvature and is somewhat shorter than the Hegewlsch route. This
will allow for higher speeds and shorter travel times to Chicago from West Lake Stations. The
Heeewisch route involves a torturous elevated triple “5" Curve between downtown Hammond

and the state line.
2: The tiet route involves merging 11 West lake daily trains into the paths of existing HICTD

trains. Delays to either Micro or West Lake trains elsewhere on their runs will have a ripple
effect on other NICTD and West Lake trains as they have to find new 'slots" in which to run. By
using the MC route, West lake trains will be in position to operate directly to a junction with

Metro and take their slots on Metra without interference to or from other NICTD trains Service
reliability on both lines will suffer if the Hegewisch route is used.

3} The MC route is a dormant freight route. whereas the NlCi'D route hosts numerous lretht

trains. West Lake trains by using the MC route can ' all f ‘ t tral
' ence between

'
Hammond and lienslngton with a corresponding positive effect an'schedule reliability.

‘Tr,
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4] The Hegewlsdt route involves a railroad crossing at grade with Norfolk Soudtern Railroad

adiacent to Bumham Ave. This is mdter source of delay that current NICI'D trains must

contend with but which. by using the MC route. West Lake trains an avoid.

51 The Hegewlsch route involves introducing 12 more daily trains across the extremely busy

flurnham Ave roadfrail crossing at the Brainard Ave intersection, which is already crossed by

HICTD. C35, Norfolk Southern and CSXT. 3y contrast, the MC route has three comparatively

lightly used road crossings. none which is utilized by any other railroad. Overall traffic

circulation. vehicular safety and rail safety would be enhanced by using the MC route, especially

if existing lighdy used crossims are eliminated or improved.

For these and other reasons. we strone urge that the MC route be designated the preferred route

between Hammond and the Metro connection.

Very Truly Yours,

‘Tr,
wrsr urns common Page D-63 March 2015
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ruhs will heperrnanenl 'pobs‘r And of the pun-cant subs. what typeollohs are their molested to be? Senrice
orienled. Professionali'whlle collar. Tethnolonr based. Contest-irritations?

3" Flt Wm iii-gear Strlf-Efiil: Bruin-m. Plan Summary. Can you further define or expand on the statemnt.
'Emfllrflk‘i If! pro-lected 1'0 SEMI!!! 51.5 Him In Economlc output and 51.3 billion in press regional
produts.‘ What variables were used as a baseline for this assuned Martel Slurry?

3. What agreements or Memorandums of Ul'ldlffilildir' are in place-with M [Tu In regards to Infrastructure
min-lies. Ira-rt expansion and platform mdifiwtlons all Millennium Station? Are they part of the current Draft
Environmerlal Int-pact Study. Al what phase in the m1: will thistle continued?

I. With respect to the TED. where tines "IUD see the best location ii the [imposed new Shim to fully man
the eaoettlions or a eons-nominal; suppurlim too-nuns: arlentesi Development]. Does ”it“: foresee the
stallonn In Hammond, East Chicago or Gary as I viable (TDD)

5. Has the orerious stadiu- demonstrated ihe need for express trains horn Dyer to Miknnium stallion? Is It
Fees-isle or Mil mlls‘iit will the restricllun olthe METRA. rail ram

5-. Hmrhl Ill! Him West Lille Corridor Study hhrth 2011 report. of "I mimiild 5.5m people litiir‘ the
WES! Lake I'Iins. how man'sI 0! those are new riders and how man-,- are existing rider that are tun-erIIIr drhrina
lo the eeisli'le nations? How did you slush; dlrive at this 5.6m number.

I'- What trot tlwntinneneles are in place in the current eslirnaled om rnr mrkfi changes, genital-meme! issues...
escalation and site oondllluns?

Robert 1". Dchl
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Automated Telephone Comments 
Automated Project Phone Number: (219) 250-2920 
 
The following messages were received via voicemail during the scoping period.  Callers were 
not required to identify themselves or provide contact information. 
 
 DATE CALLER MESSAGE 
    
1. 10/15/14 John Will you shut down the Gary station to 

accommodate the expansion? 
    
2. 10/29/14 Not Provided I am strongly again this project.  It will 

only benefit a small percentage of this 
community.  The cost of the project is 
too large and the benefit too small.  I 
will vote against any politician that 
supports this. 

    
3. 10/29/14 Cynthia Robbins 

2942 Wells St. 
Lake Station, IN 
219-963-3591 

I am vehemently opposed to this 
project.  It will overtax and overburden 
an area already suffering from 
everything.  This is poor decision 
making.  You are being dishonest with 
us.  This will be a cargo train not a 
passenger train.  Nix it. 

    
4. 10/29/14 Not Provided I am strongly against the project.  It will 

only benefit a small percent of this 
community.  I live near the South Shore 
in Hammond.  It only gives us a large 
parking lot and traffic.  There is no 
development at any of the South Shore 
stations.  Put money to projects that 
will benefit a larger number of people. 

    
5. 10/31/14 Not Provided You need to focus on the current line to 

South Bend.  You need to close the 
Gary Airport Connect, put two line to 
Michigan City, put fences up to keep 
the kids out and raise all platforms.  
This will keep people moving and 
increase ridership.  If you dilute your 
base, you will reduce your ridership.  
This is a stupid idea.  You could 
collapse the entire system. 

    
6. 11/6/14 Not Provided I am speaking for the extension.  I 

favor expanding the South Shore Line.  
I live in Munster, Indiana and that’s my 
message. 
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 DATE CALLER MESSAGE 
7. 11/6/14 Not Provided I live in Dyer, Indiana and I think this is 

a waste of money.  I am firmly against 
it. 

    
8. 11/6/14 Not Provided I live in Munster.  I really hope that the 

South Shore extension goes into effect.  
It is vital.  We need it to get to Chicago.  
I go back and forth to my doctor’s 
appointments. 

    
9. 11/6/14 Marie Wistner 

(219) 864-1922 
I am a senior and I think we should get 
extended transportation, at least to 
Dyer. 

    
10. 11/9/14 Stan Hendricks  

(219) 865-2373 
Requested speaker for Schererville 
Rotary. 
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}} MATTIE MCCORMICK: Good evening, I've got to project

because the mic is out. Can everybody hear me in the back

of the room? All right. Welcome to the Westlake Corridor

Project Public Scoping Meeting. I am Mattie McCormick. I an

the Public and Agency Coordination Lead for the project. On

behalf of our team, we appreciate your coming out tonight.

We understand that your being here is a measure of your

civic commitment and your intereSt in What happens in this

project corridor regarding transportation. so kudos to you

for the commitment to be here.

Our objective tonight is to share information with you

about this project. This is the beginning of the Public

Scoping period. We also want to share with you that

tonight's agenda is to give you a fixed presentation via

PowerPoint from the project leader, Lisa Ives. from AECOM.

And that will then be followed with an informal Open House

where we will have our technical team in place by the boards

in the back that you have an opportunity to view. And they

will be there to give you additional information, to answer

questions, and to also explain this whole environmental

process. the purpose. our objectives, and to give us a

chance 110 do the bE—St.

‘TD
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So with that said, I also want to take a minute —— and

I promise it's just one minute —— and to introduce some

special guests that are with us this evening.

I'm going to ask them just to stand quickly. No

remarks. No ceremony. But we just want to recognize them.

Councilman Markovich from the City of Hammond. Would you

stand and stay standing? Councilman Simonetto from the Town

of Munster. Elizabeth Johnson, who is Director of Projects

and Planning from Congressman Visclosky's office. Liz, raise

your hand. Okay. We also have Christine Cid, Councilwoman

from Lake County. Christine, would you stand? Now, if I've

omitted anyone, now's your chance to stand, if I've done

that correctly.

Let me also share with you that we have second day on

the job —— do you remember when you had a second day on the

job, what it was like? We have Mike Nolan, who is the new

General Manager for NICTD. Mike?

ow, let's give everybody a round of applause.

[Applause.]

Okay. Now, we are now going to have remarks from ——

excuse me for my voice, it's been a long day —— but we're

all going to have remarks from Sherri Ziller, who is the

0T,
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Chief Operating Manager from the Regional Development

Authority, which is key funder for the project. Sherri

will, in turn, introduce John Parsons, who is the Marketing

and Planning Director for NICTD. And that will take us into

the presentation. After the presentation, we will

immediately adjourn to an informal setting where the team

will be in place, and that will allow you to have more

direct interaction and ask any questions that you may have.

Okay. Now, Sherri.

>> SHERRI ZILLER: Thank you very much, Mattie. I hope

everyone can hear me. I was expecting a microphone, but if

you can't hear me, just yell for me to speak up and I will

do that.

Good evening, everyone. Like Mattie said, Sherri

Ziller, Chief Operating Officer at the Northwest Indiana

Regional Development Authority. I'll make my remarks brief

because Mattie asked me so kindly to do so. We have a lot

to cover tonight. But I do want to thank you all for coming

out tonight and for your continued interest in the Westlake

Corridor Project.

The RDA is thrilled to be a Project Partner on the

Westlake Corridor Extension Project and not just in the

(n)
ms: nu: common Page D-84 March 2015

A



 
Scoping Summary Report  

 Page D-85 March 2015 

 

Scoping Summary Report

Page 5 of 34

financial sense but also in the economic development

potential for this project. We have increased ridership,

job creation, greater connectivity to ChicagoIr more

development potential along the current line and the

proposed line, and those are just a few of the big project

benefits that this project will bring to Northwest Indiana

and to the State of Indiana as a whole.

So I do want to thank you all for sharing a few hours

with us, listening to our presentation. And we do look

forward to hearing from you a little bit later on tonight.

And with that, now it's my pleasure to introduce John

Parsons. He's with NICTD. He will also make a few remarks

and then he will get into the presentation part of the

program. So thank you and enjoy your evening.

>> JOHN PARSONS: Again, thank you for showing up this

evening. Againr my name is John Parsons. Why did we ask

you to come out tonight? We're actually starting the

Environmental Review Process this evening. The comment

process actually started on October 13th and will conclude

on November 11th. Lisa will get into a little of that in

her presentation. But the whole idea behind this

Environmental Scoping Process is to share information and

0T,
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seek input from members of the public.

We also had a meeting earlier today with the Federal

agencies and State agencies that are also interested in this

project as participating agencies. And we'll also be

defining how you can be involved in this process.

The Westlake Corridor, as you know, living in this

region. has been studied, has been examined for many years.

We actually own the right of way —— the Northern Northern

Indiana Commuter Transportation District, with the Town of

Munster and the City of Hammond. we actually own the right

of way that was abandoned by the CSX years ago. We

purchased that property -- thank you -— that makes a big

difference. We purchased the property in 1993. We own the

right of way.

There have been numerous studies done on the

feasibility of expanding commuter rail to Valparaiso. to

Lowell. We basically resolved this with the 2011 study that

recommended a first phase to Munsterner along the Honon

corridor that would also include, then, operating on the

CSX alignment south of 45th Street in Munster.

we also just completed a major strategic business plan

for the commuter district that.r jointly with the RDA. that

‘Tr,
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includes the Westlake Corridor expansion as a component of

our EG-year business plan.

And we began this review process, hired AECOM earlier

this spring. They've been gearing up. examining alternative

alignments. And we aCtually started the detailed work on

the environmental issues beginning in September.

I would be remiss if I didn't mention that we have a

Federal partner in this. and it‘s the Federal Transit

Administration. They're the Federal lead agency. we're the

local lead agency. And as I mentioned before, the Regional

Development Authority is a major, major sponsor and funder

of this study, as well as our original strategic business

plan.

And with that short introduction, I wanted to pass it

on to Lisa Ives. Lisa will handle the detailed information

with respect to the project and the NEPA project.

>> MATTIE MCCORMICK: Before Lisa begins, if you're

sitting next to an empty seat, I want you to raise your

hand. Everybody that‘s in the back standing, if you‘re

looking for a seat, now's the time to take it come on. Come

on. It's okay. Come on.

n LISA IVES: Thank you. John. Thank you. Mattie. I'm

0'”
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glad the microphone is back. although I‘ve never been

accused of being too quiet. Again, my name is Lisa Ives.

and I just want to thank you all for being here this

evening.

To pick up where John left off, again, because NICTD is

looking to seek Federal funding for this project. they must

comply with what's called the National Environmental Policy

Act. what we call NEPA. We like to think of NEPA as an

umbrella, as shown here, where it requires you to look at a

multitude of different environmental regulations and Acts

covering a full gamut of environmental resources, as shown

here.

That information and analysis than culminates in the

Draft Environmental Impact Statement document that we're

actually going to be preparing. And this slide shows you

the key steps that are involved in the preparation of this

Draft EIS document. First or foremost of why we're here

today with project scoping. where we're going to be asking

for your input into this process and project as we're

getting started.

From there, once we've gotten your input from the

public. as John mentions. we also met with the Agencies to
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get their input and guidance. Then we start to assess the

impact of the project. And we have to look at everything

from transportation, social considerations, as well as the

natural environment -- or bugs and bunnies, as we like to

call it- And once we've assessed the impact of the

projects, that, then, culminates and feeds into this Draft

EIS document that we are preparing. And you'll have another

opportunity to review and comment on the project at that

time, when we've actually completed that draft document-

But, again. we're right here. We're just getting

started, which is shown on this next slide where we look at

the overall EIS process. And, again, we are right here

getting started with this scoping process where we‘re

seeking your input.

Once we get your input, again, we prepare the Draft

SIS document. As I mentioned, you’ll have another

opportunity to comment on the project and the process at

that time. And once we get your comments, we actually have

to respond to them. And the responses to those comments

then feed into a final EIS document. And then this process

that we're going through is complete once the Federal

Transit Administration issues what’s called a Record of

‘Tr,
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DecisiOn.

Since we do have the ETA here, I should acknowledge the

fact that FTA is working very hard to streamline this

process so it can go quicker. And they're actually looking

at combining the steps of the Final EIS and Record of

Decision into one Step. But, again. once you get that

Record of Decision by the Federal, your environmental

process is done.

But, again, we're right here, just getting started.

So why are we here? And what is scoping? Again, it‘s

the first step in this Environmental Review Process. It

allows for the early coordination and outreach, not only

with you, the public, but also with the agencies to get your

input and feedback. It allows NICTD to notify you. the

public, and the Agency, to say. hey, we're starting this

Environmental Review Process. We're going to be preparing

this EEIS document, and we want your input and involvement

as we start this process.

And that input that we get from you will help us to

guide the focus and content of what we put into this

document. It tells us where to focus our analysis, because

many of you probably in this room live here. You probably

(Tr,
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work here. Again, you guys know best your communities. And

it's that feedback that tells us where we should be focusing

our analysis as we prepare this Environmental Impact

Statement. And there's three main things that we want your

feedback on, as shown here. We want your feedback on the

purpose and need of the project.

We want your feedback on the project itself and any of

the design options that we're considering. And we also want

your feedback on what are the key environmental issues or

other concerns that you may have regarding this project.

In the next few slides that I get into, we'll get into

each of these areas, first starting with purpose and needs

of the project. What is it?

One of the primary purposes for this project is to

serve high growth areas in Lake County. If you look at

Chicago, Cook County, Illinois, and even some of the

communities along the lake shore, they've actually had

population declines over the last lfl years. But in Lake

County, there's actually been substantial increases in

communities like Munster, like St. John where they've seen

substantial increases over the last 10 years. So this

project will help serve those high growth areas.

(H)
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Some of you in the audience who may live here, you may

already commute to Chicago. So this project would give you

a more convenient connection to Chicago. And it gives you

an alternative to driving your car every day. And, in turn,

it can also help to lower your commute times and costs.

Because, again, for those of you who actually may drive to

Chicago today, even if you're going to a show in Chicago or

going shopping, you have the costs for gas, you have the

costs to maintain your vehicle, and the kicker is the

parking in downtown Chicago: it's higher than many cities

around the entire country. So this project would lower the

commute costs.

It would also serve to increase NICTD system ridership

because over the last few years, the ridership has been

pretty stable. So with this expansion of their service

coverage, it would help to increase their system ridership.

But that would not only benefit Chicago and NICTD, but

would also serve to benefit here in Lake County by

generating economic development potential, particularly

around the station areas; and if you can get the development

around the station area, it can also help to create jobs

right here in Lake County.

(n)
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and with the economic development potential of local

job creation. the project is also intending to attract and

retain younger families, because what we're finding in terms

of the population demographics here, that you're actually

having an aging population in Lake County where the younger

families are moving out. So with the added economic

development, the local jobs and a more convenient connect'on

to downtown Chicago, this project again would retain the

younger families but also provide a valued transportation

asset for the entire Northwest Indiana.

So what are we studying? Just to orient you. Again,

you can see Lake Michigan here. You can see NICTD'S

existing South Shore line that runs all the way into

downtown Chicago at the Millennium Station. We also have

all these lines in purple, which are Metra's commuter rail

line. You can see the IndianafIllinois state line here.

And you can see, the southern branch extension of NICTD‘s

service, that would run parallel to the Illinois/Indiana

state line.

But NEPA actually requires us to look at a no build

alternative or a do—nothing. And then we use that as the

basis to actually compare to the project of what we're

‘4’”)
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calling a Commuter Rail Alternative.

And this next slide shows you that Comuter Rail

Alternative in more detail. And, actually, if you guys

picked up a FAQ sheet when you checked in, the back of it

actually has the copy of this man. Just to kind of walk you

through that. orient you. you can see Lake Michigan up at

the top here, in orange is NICTD's existing South Shore

line. Here's Metra's commuter rail line. Again, those head

on up into Chicago today.

And this would be a southern branch extension here,

again paralleling the IndianaHIllinois state line. It would

be about a 9-mile extension between Dyer and Hammond. We do

have a flyover to the existing South Shore service. We're

looking at running about 12 trains a day, so you'd have six

trains heading out and six trains heading back. We're

looking at four main stations. You can see one,

Munster/Dyer area here on the border: one here in Munster

between Fisher and 45*: one in South Hammond: and another

in Downtown Hammond.

The project would also need a facility to store and

maintain the vehicles. And, as well, we may have to

implement improvements to the Metro line because not only

‘Tr,
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again are we implementing and integrating with the South

Shore line, we're also going to eventually run on the Metra

tracks that head on up into Chicago and the Millennium

Station up there, so we may have to make some improvements

to their syStem and particularly to the Millennium Station

to make sure that, frankly, all the trains can fit and

operate on those tracks.

We are looking at some options for the alignment.

we're looking at a possible extension south of St. John that

would terminate at U.S. 41. We're also looking at anorher

route alignment option that would extend through Calumet

City, Burnham, on into South Chicago and head up to Downtown

Chicago that way.

We have some optional stations that we're considering.

Again, if it went all the way to downtown St. John, you

would have a station there at U.S. él. There' U! an existing

Dyer Amtrak station, so we're looking at potentially using

that station. We have one just down the street here in

Munster at Ridge Road and then we have another one in

Hammond.

We also have some options for the maintenance facility.

Again, we just need one, but we're looking at and evaluating
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three potential sites. one would be in south Hammond just

south of 173”} just north of the freeway there. We have

one on the border of Munsterner at a future Main Street

extension, or near Sheffield; and, again, if it went all the

way to St. John. there's a potential maintenance facility

site that we‘re considering down there.

These next few slides give you some examples of what

this system could look like. And. again, some of you in the

audience may take NICTD today. You may ride Metre or even

Amtrak. So it‘s a commuter rail service that's very similar

to that.

For the stations, you're going to have some sort of

boarding platforms where passengers would get on and board

the train. You'd also have some sort of building or

shelters where people could wait for the train.

And then. as well. we're probably going to need some

parking at these stations because the majority of passengers

are going to probably drive to the station. Once they get

on the train, they are in for the long haul heading all the

way up to Chicago.

This slide shows you what the maintenance facility

could look like. This is an example of existing facilities

‘Tr,
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with Metra as well as NICTD's maintenance facility. If

you're going to need a shop building. or basically a

building where you pull the trains in and then they're

maintained in this building. but you also need an area where

you can store the trains overnight. If you look at this

photo in the top left, this is an example of an existing

Metre storage yard. This picture here is about probably

twice the size of what we're thinking of that we would need

here in Westlake. But we jusr really wanted to show you

what is needed in terms of storage tracks. You‘d have these

long linear tracks where you would bring the trains in to

store them overnight.

This next slide shows you what the vehicle could Look

like. And, again. we‘re looking at various options. And.

again. if you've ridden Metre or NICTD, we‘re looking at

that sort of train where we're looking at like a diesel

locomotive here shown in the top left where it then pulls

the rail cars. We also are looking at a potential electric

system, again similar to what NICTD operates today. You can

see the overnight wire that feeds electricity into the

train. And then there's attually a combined diesel—electric

locomotive, this example here, Montreal. where it can run in
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diesel and also can he electrifying. You can see the

overhead wires that fed into the vehicle here.

So what are the key environmental issues that we're

considering as part of this process? Again, NEPE requires

us to look at the full gamut and full range of environmental

considerations. And we've already had meetings with the

Agencies earlier today. And we met even a few weeks ago.

and we‘ve gotten some initial feedback from them, done some

early field work.

But this is where you guys can really come into play,

too. because, again. many of you lived here in these

communities or work here in these communities. And you guys

know best of what's out there. what may affect you, both

good and bad, in terms of this project. So this is whet (It H

think you can give us some good feedback of what your key

issues and environmental considerations are.

But what we found in having some early conversations as

well as doing some early field work, we found that there's a

little bit of everything out there in this corridor. And

we've seen things like community facilities. There's some

churches along the rail line. There are some schools along

the rail lines. We found some parks adjacent to it as well
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as some trails. And there's existing Monan trail there.

We've seen that there's a few river crossings that we're

going to have to go over, associated floodplains and

wetlands with that. And we even have potential maintenance

facility site that is actually farmland today.

So what are the next steps in this EIS process that

we're going through? Again, we are right here in this

scoping period. And, again, once we get your input from the

public, from the Agencies, then we go and do our work. We

go and assess the impacts of the project. And this, again,

culminates in the EIS document that we will be preparing

over the next year. A year from now, next Fall, we'll be

coming back to you with the more detailed information on the

project.

So how does that fit within the overall project

schedule? There's a lot shown on this slide. And I'm not

going to get into it with you in detail. But we just did

want to mention again because NICTD is considering potential

Federal funding for this project, not only are we required

to go through this Environmental Review Process, we're also

considering going through what's called FTA's New Starts

process. And it‘s a very competitive process that allocates
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potential Federal funding to other projects throughout the

entire country.

So the slide actually shows what the steps are to

actually go through and get evaluated by the PTA through

this New Starts process. But just to kind of highlight

again where we are now, which is required of New Starts, is

the preparation of this Environmental Impact Statement.

And, again, about a year from now, next Fall of 2015,

We'll be coming back to you with this Draft Environmental

Impact Statement document. And once we're done. once we're

completed with the Environmental Impact Statement, the plan

can then advance into more detailed design, engineering.

construction, vehicle acquisition. You see all the way

through to the end, NICTD is targeting project startup in

the year 2023.

So how can you participate? I'm actually going to turn

it back to Mattie at this point to talk about how you can

give your feedback, not only here today, but also additional

opportunities in the future. so. again, thank you.

everyone.

>} MATTIE MCCORMICK: Thank you. Lisa. And before I get

into the “how you can participate" slide, I want to

‘Tr,
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acknowledge an individual who is very important to this

corridor and very important in terms of the District that he

represents, Bill Emerson, Sr.. Councilman, Fourth DistriCt,

City of Hammond. Bill is in the back, everybody. There's

Bill. Thanks, Bill, for coming out tonight.

Now, let me say this. Today's scoping meeting, we have

these display boards in the back. We're going to have our

technical team. And, team. would you move to the boards

where you need to be assigned as I’m introducing you? Thank

you.

We have Chri5ty Haven, an Environmental Task Lead.

Christy is going to be talking about the environmental

component of the project.

we have Gary Foyle. Gary. hold your hand up. Gary,

hold your hand up. He's the deputy projecr manager. He is

the rail expert. So he'll be there and he'll be against the

map so he can talk to you about that specifically.

we also have going to have John Parsons. who is the

Marketing and Planning Director for NICTD. John is going to

get in the center there.

And we also have Joe kovichIr and Joe is the Grants

Manager of the DB office for NICTD. and he is a rail

0'”
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historian from, you know, way before God began.

{Laughter}

So Joe is here. He's going to give us a lot of depth,

as well.

And we have Lisa, who is the Project Manager, my boss.

Lisa's going to be talking about the purpose and need for

the project.

The technical team is now in place. This is your

opportunity to go to the boards where you have questions,

where you want more feedback, more input. This is when I

open it. I said we lisren well. This is the chance for us

to show you that we do and also to receive your questions.

How, the project website is available for you to submit

any online comments. The email is available, as well. We

have an automated phone line. Also, you can mail it in.

And if you want your comment received for the scoping

period —— now we're going to receive it throughout to the

end of the project —— but for the scoping period. we do need

to have that by November llth to be received by.

Okay. That said. we're now going to adjourn. John

is —— and the Court Reporter, Kathy Cortopassi, is here to

take your verbal comments. And that will be transcribed and
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PUBLIC COMMENT STATEMENT OF PERRY STABLER

s> PERRY STABLER: My name is Perry Stabler, phone

number 219—845—0157.

First question is: Will it be a freight line? Used as

a freight line, too?

Second question is: It‘s supposed to be half. Pete,

300 local, municipalities 300 million. And Pete's for the

Ways and Means Committee, but it seemed up to 48% mil ion

that we're going to give. and he's only going to bring back

120 million.

My last question is: If Griffith is only going to get

13,600 out of the 133, Cedar Lake opted out. and New Chicago

opted out, why is he still pursuing this? Why is Pete

Visclosky still pursuing this? Because he has to have all

the players. And three have already opted out. And what

does he think of the Mayor Tom and the referendum? Mayor

Tom wants it to go for referendum. What do they think about

that? This is a democratic process.

I'm against it because there's no reason for it because

jobs in Chicago have dropped. And there's more better

things to do with the CEDIT money. so. like, fix the
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infrastructure. Gary has three fire trucks, lost their

1.“?(1ambulance service, school bus service, didn't have water

the schools. Why would Mayor Karen give $700,000 of her

CEDIT money when the City of Gary is that way? And plus the

firefighters in Gary, 589, had a fund-raiser to fix their

firehouse, and one o; the fire engines, I think it's No. 5,

is in a homeless shelter. So that‘s telling me Gary, they

did -- Mayor Karen offered the CEDIT money, but that's a big

question. Why would you take CESIT money when a place like

Gary is completely broke and only has 48-1/2 percent of

their property tax?

When it goes past Munster and Dyer, that‘s the big

question. Will there be a road tax? Because the firs:

6G0 million is up to Munster and Dyer: after that, the NICTD

link on Page 18 says there will be a wheel tax or gas tax or

some kind of tax to extend it farther because it's a billion

dollars. So it would be 1.5 billion. It's 600 million up

to HunsterIDyer, but after that Hunsterner, will there be

a tax? There has to be.

[END OF PERRX STABLER'S STAIEMENT.]
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PUBLIC CDMIIENT STRTEMENT OF JASON HAWKINS

>3 JASON HAWKINS: Jason Hawkins. email

jdinoutlook.com.

My main concern —— I have several concerns. I'm

concerned about the —— if it's going to be the electrical or

the diesel. The electrical wire is kind of running the way

the rail would go along the Monan trail in fiammond. I‘m a

Hammond resident. And I have two small children, ages 5 and

6. And we're looking at eventually, well, Starting next

summer and every summer we can. using that bike trail that

it runs along. And I'm concerned about electrical lines

running along -- and tracks, in general. that trains wil

run on -- next to that bike trail there.

Also, I'm wondering if there will be freight. I'm

concerned about freight trains traffic on the tracks that

they're going to use.

I also think that the project is not necessary because

the start date of 2023, we're talking almost 11 years away

from now. The younger families are going to already be

moved out by then that they're seeking to keep here. I

think the people that will really benefit are the people
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that already are entrenched south of Route 36 —— I'm sorry,

45th Avenue- And they have a secondary option, and that's

the new Illiana Expressway that's going to be built. They

will have secondary options if they don't want to come up to

Hammond or East Chicago to catch the South Shore.

Also. I don't feel that Hammond should bear the brunt

of such a cos: that they are being asked to provide for the

project. I feel personally that with the luxury it would

afford the residents south of 453, like Dyer, Munster. St.

John, et cetera, that they should -- their communities

should shoulder the lump of that money. I'm not opposed to

Hammond putting some money in. but nothing near the degree

of what they're asked to pledge. That's all.

[END OF JASON HAWKINS'S STATEMENT.]
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PUBLIC COLE-SENT STATEMENT OF TOM & MOLLY COREY

>> TOM COREY: Tom Corey. coreyETEOecomcast.net.

The one question: Is this going to be a single line or

a double line?

And the area that's being affected i5 —- or what we're

looking at is where our business is located in Dyer at the

Dyer Amtrak station. And if it's going to be a double line.

is that going to affect the businesses that sit alongside

that Amtrak line? Will eminent domain be an issue?

>> MOLLY COREY: We just bought the business. And we

were trying to decide to buy the building. And now I don‘t

know what to do if we have eminent domain issues.

>> TOM COREY: I like the idea that we are having this

opportunity to bring financial means into our community.

It's just we're looking for more information as to the

impact it's going to have on local businesses. positive and

negative.

Would the parking be involved through Amtrak, or would

that be a separate entity that would be in control of the

parking? If we purchased the building, will we get fair

market value through eminent domain?

[END OF TOM E. MOLLY COREY'S STATEMEN‘IJ
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PUBLIC COMMENT STATEMENT OF LINDA STEFANICH

>> LINDA STEFANICH: Email. to;-townjs@aol-tom.

Number 1, do we have Metra's buywin for this? Metre

all along has said no more room for expansion. Do we have

:1-Metra's buy—in? And if so. where are we going to put th

trains when they get to downtown Chicago?

Number 2, why aren't magnetic levitation trains being

considered? They're used in Switzerland. They don't break

down. They don‘t run on electricity. It's all on the power

of magnets. And electricity in the region can go in a

heartbeat with a severe storm or severe winds-

But I am in definite favor of this. It is very badly

needed.

[END OF LINDA STEEAHICE’S STATEMENT.]
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PUBLIC COMMENT STATEEENT DF CELINE WEATHERWAX

e} CELINE WEATHERWAX: Celina fieatherwax, 1542 Fox

Point Drive in Chesterton.

I'm here this evening in a volunteer capacity

representing the Emerging Leaders network. We are an ad hoc

group of young professionals that are Strongly in favor of

extending the South Shore rail line. We see this as an

economic opportunity for growth in the region, and we would

like to see not only this project be successful but other

transit-oriented projects so that we can continue to attract

and retain young professionals in the region.

Furthermore, we see the South Shore extension as a real

engine for growth in terms of giving us the ability to

commute in and out of the City of Chicago. in order to bring

our hard earned dollars back here and invest in the

communities of Lake and Porter Counties.

Please move quickly and make this happen. Thank you.

[END OF CELINE WEATHERWAX'S STATEMENT.]
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PUBLIC COMMENT STATEMENT OF GIOVANNI SAVAGLIO

>> GIOVANNI SAVAGLID: Giovanni savaglio.

giovannisavagliofiaol.com.

First off, I want to push for the train station in

Munster that's proposed to be located at 45th and Fisher as

opposed to Ridge Road. Two stations is fine, but I prefer

if there's only one station, that it be located in Munster

at the 45th and Fisher location.

The other thing I was thinking is that I don‘t know if

I could share my story, but I grew up on the south side of

Chicago in Pullman. And I went to undergraduate college at

Loyola North Side at the Rogers Park' Chicago- And I took

one train -— one bus and two trains each way. It was an

hour and a half commute, three hours of commuting a day.

But because I did that, I was able to get a college degree

and still live at home.

I want to give my son an opportunity where he can

commute to good schools. good work without having to leave

his family. Because I was able to commute. I‘m now a nurse

anesthetist making close to SZDD,GUG a year. I want the same

opportunity for my children.
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So I want the train service to Chicago, the big

economic market that it is. and not have to move away from

home for work, not have to move away from home for a school.

That was it.

Three hours commuting is a lot;r but nowadays you can be

on your laptop, you can get your homework done as opposed to

commuting, spending gas money. So you can actually get more

work done and be a better student so when you get home. your

homework is done.

But I wanted to share that idea.

I just want to share with people that I've worked on

occasions in many areas in Illinois that have train stations

and transportation hubs linking themselves with Chicago.

And I'm making reference to Naperville, Hinsdale, Elmhurst,

Kenilworth. These are all thriving communities where

families are living together and having access to

transportation to Chicago to good-paying jobs, coming back

and enjoying the quality of life that we don't have

available here in Munster. Indiana.

We think Munster is such a great place, but we're

lacking the opportunities that people have in thriving

communities like you've got HinsdaleIr ElmhurstIr Kenilworth,
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Naperville. It‘s increased their prsperty va;ue3. Ihay

have access :3 entertainment on weekends and BCCES- toi

higher paying jobs ins:&ad of service industzy jabs and fas

food chains-

[END OF GIOVANNI SAVAELIC'S STATEMENT.E
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1. INTRODUCTION 
In November 2015, the Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District (NICTD) hosted four 
workshops to update the public and public officials and agencies on the West Lake Corridor 
Project, as well as provide an opportunity for attendees to comment on the proposed station 
locations, maintenance facility locations, layover track, and alignment.  This report documents 
the details of the workshops and summarizes the comments, feedback, and input received from 
the agencies and public. 

2. WORKSHOP OUTREACH/FORMAT 

2.1 Public Officials and Agency Workshop 

The Project Team held a workshop with public officials and local, state, and federal agencies on 
November 9, 2015. The time, location, and number of attendees are as follows: 

 Time:   Monday, November 9, 2015, 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM 

 Location:  Munster Town Hall, 1005 Ridge Road, Munster, Indiana 

 Attendees: 26 signed in 

NICTD invited the public officials and agencies listed below to attend. A copy of the invitation 
letter is provided in Appendix A. 

Elected Officials 
Federal  
 Peter Visclosky, U. S. Congressman, 1st District  Joe Donnelly, United States Senator 

State  
 Linda Lawson, Representative, Indiana House of 

Representatives – District 1 
 Frank Mrvan, Indiana State Senator, District 1 

 Rick Niemeyer, Representative, Indiana House of 
Representatives – District 11 

 Lonnie Randolph, Indiana State Senator, District 2 

 Maria Candelaria Reardon, Representative, Indiana 
House of Representatives, –12 

 Hal Slager, Representative, Indiana House of 
Representatives – District 15 

 Sue Landske, Indiana State Senator, District 6  

County  
 Roosevelt Allen, Jr., Commissioner, Lake County  Eldon Strong, Councilman, Lake County 

Town/City  
City of Hammond  
 Anthony Higgs, 3rd District Councilman  Dan Spitale, Councilman at Large  
 Homero Hinojosa, 6th District Councilman  Jack Uylaki, 2nd District Councilman 
 William Emerson, Councilman 4th District   Janet Venecz, Councilman at Large  
 Mark Kalwinski, 1st District Councilman  Thomas M. McDermott Jr., Mayor  
 Robert Markovich, Councilman at Large  Michael Opinker, 5th District Councilman 
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Town of Munster  
 Dustin Anderson, Town Manager  Dave Nellans, Council Member – Ward 4 
 John Edington, Council Member – Ward 2   John Reed, Council Member – Ward 1 
 Andy Koultourides, Council Member – Ward 5  Joseph Simonetto, Council Member – Ward 3 

Town of Dyer  
 Debbie Astor, Town Council Member – Ward 5  Connee Trepton, Town Council Member – Ward 3 
 Joseph Cinko, Town Council President – Ward 1  Mary Tanis, Town Council Vice President – Ward 4 
 Jeff Dekker, Town Council Member – Ward 2  

Other Cities and Towns in the Project Area  
 Anthony Copeland, Mayor, City of East Chicago  Tom Schmitt, Councilman, Town of Schererville 
 Stanley Dobosz, Councilman, Town of Griffith   Greg Shook, Acting Town Administrator, Town of 

Lowell 
 Michael Forbes, Councilman, Town of St John  James Simmons, Councilman ,Town of Winfield 
 Karen Freeman-Wilson, Mayor, City of Gary  Brian Snedecor, Mayor, City of Hobart 
 Michael Griffin, Clerk-Treasurer, Town of Highland  James Snyder, Mayor, City of Portage 
 Eugene Guernsey, Clerk-Treasurer, Town of 

Merrillville 
 Keith Soderquist, Mayor, City of Lake Station 

 Stephanie Kuziela, Clerk-Treasurer, Town of 
Chesterton 

 Joseph Stahura, Mayor, City of Whiting 

 Richard Ludlow, Councilman, Town of Schneider  Lori Reno, Clerk-Treasurer, Town of New Chicago 
 Ron Meer, Mayor, City of Michigan City  Laura Sullivan, Clerk-Treasurer, Town of Beverly 

Shores 
 Randy Niemeyer, Council President, Town of Cedar 

Lake 
 David Uran, Mayor, City of Crown Point 

 Michelle Markiewicz Qualkinbush, Mayor, City of 
Calumet City  

 

Federal, State, and Local Agency Officials 
Federal  
 Andréa Martin, Environmental Protection Specialist, 

Federal Railroad Administration 
 Virginia Laszewski, Environmental Scientist, US 

Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5 
 Paul Leffler, Chicago District Regulatory Branch, 

Project Manager, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
 Elizabeth McCloskey, Biologist, U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service, Northern Indiana 

State  
 Robert Bronson, Section Chief, Indiana Department 

of Natural Resources (INDNR), Division of Outdoor 
Resources 

 Tiffany Tolbert, Director Northwest Field Office, 
Indiana Landmarks 

 John Carr, Team Leader, Historic Structures 
Reviewers, INDNR, Division of Historic Preservation 
and Archaeology 

 Carl Wodrich, Director of Ecological Services, 
INDNR 

 Rachel Leibowitz, Deputy State Historic 
Preservation Officer, Illinois Historic Preservation 
Agency 

 Mitchell K. Zoll, Deputy State Historic Preservation 
Officer, INDNR, Division of Historic Preservation 
and Archaeology 

 Christie Stanifer, Environmental Coordinator, 
INDNR, Division of Fish and Wildlife 

 Cynthia Stacy, Special Projects Manager, Peoria 
Tribe of Indians of Oklahoma 

 Wade Tharp, Archaeologist, INDNR, Division 
of Historic Preservation and Archaeology  
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Regional  
 Randall Blankenhorn, Executive Director, Chicago 

Metropolitan Agency for Planning  
 Steve Strains, Director of Planning, Northwestern 

Indiana Regional Planning Commission 
 Peter Fahrenwald, Manager, Regional and Corridor 

Planning, Northeastern Illinois Regional 
Transportation Authority 

 Sherri Ziller, Chief Operating Officer, Northwest 
Indiana Regional Development Authority 

County  
 Bill Emerson, Jr., Surveyor, Lake County  Bruce Woods, President, Lake County Historical 

Society 
 Toni Preckwinkle, President, Cook County Board  John Yohan, Superintendent, Cook County 

Department of Transportation and Highways 
 Maria Choca Urban, Deputy Chief Administrative 

Officer, Cook County Bureau of Administration 
 

City/Town  
 Rick Eberly, Town Administrator, Town of Dyer   Carole Morey, Chief Planning Officer, Chicago 

Transit Authority 
 Steve Kil, Town Manager, Town of St. John  Brian Poland, AICP, Director of City Planning, City 

of Hammond 
 David Kralik, Department Head/Long Range 

Planning, Metra 
 Jeffrey Sriver, Director of Transportation Planning 

and Programming, Chicago Department of 
Transportation 

 Richard Lytle, Hammond Historical Society  

The Project Team presented the project with slides that described the Federal environmental 
process, the project, and changes that have occurred since the project Scoping Meetings were 
held in October 2014. The presentation was followed by an open session for questions and 
answers. In this segment of the workshop, two verbal comments were received. These were, how 
the project would be funded and if freight would use the project corridor.  In addition to poster 
display boards in the room, participants were provided with a project fact sheet and a list of 
frequently asked questions.  Copies of meeting materials are provided in Appendix B and on the 
Project website (http://www.nictdwestlake.com/), and copies the agency sign-in sheets are found 
in Appendix C.   

2.2 Public Workshops 

The Project Team conducted the workshops for the public at three locations in the project 
corridor. Table 2-1 lists the locations, times, and number of attendees at each workshop that 
was held. Each of the locations was ADA accessible, centrally located, and provided ample 
access for free parking. The workshops were intended to inform the public of the environmental 
process, the proposed project, and changes to the project since the project scoping meetings 
were held in October 2014.  
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Table 2-1: Workshop Times, Locations, and Number of Attendees 

Meeting Type Location Time Number of 
Attendees 

Public Workshop Protsman Elementary School 
1121 Harrison Avenue, Dyer, IN   

Monday, November 9, 
2015, 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. 124 

Public Workshop 
Washington Irving Elementary 
School, 4727 Pine Avenue, 
Hammond, IN 

Tuesday, November 10, 
2015, 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. 44 

Public Workshop Eads Elementary School, 8000 
Jackson Avenue, Munster, IN 

Thursday, November 11, 
2015, 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. 130 

NICTD issued a press release to three study area newspapers, The Times, Post Tribune, and 
Gary Crusader.  NICTD also posted an announcement of the meetings on the Project’s website, 
posted flyers at South Shore Line (SSL) stations, sent postcards to residents in the Project Corridor, 
sent e-mail blasts to stakeholders listed in the Project database, and distributed project flyers.  
Copies of the press release, newspaper advertisements, and flyer can be found in Appendix A. 

To maximize outreach to corridor stakeholders, the workshops were announced on the project 
website (http://www.nictdwestlake.com/), via three different e-mails to contacts on the project 
database, three different e-mails to organizations that represent environmental justice 
communities, and with direct phone calls to environmental justice leaders conducted at four 
different time periods leading up to the workshops.  The Project Team contacted the following 
community and environmental justice organizations: 

 Active Transportation Alliance 
 Baptist Ministers 
 Bishop Tavis Grant II 
 Boys and Girls Club Northwest Indiana 
 City of Gary 
 City of Michigan City 
 Civic Leaders 
 Deaf Services, Inc. - Tradewinds 
 Dyer Redevelopment Commission 
 Gary Chamber of Commerce 
 Gary Public Transportation Corporation 
 Hammond Hispanic Community 

Committee 
 Hammond Redevelopment Commission 
 Hoffman Street Baptist Church 
 Interfaith Clergy Council 

 Michigan City Housing Authority 
 Michigan City Human Rights Department 
 National Association for the Advancement 

of Colored People- Gary Chapter 
 North Central Community Action 

Agencies 
 Northwest Indiana Baptist Association 
 Northwest Indiana Deaf and Hard of 

Hearing 
 Northwest Indiana Hispanic Chamber of 
 Northwest Indiana Federation of 

Interfaith 
 Porter County Aging and Community 

Service 
 Unity Foundation of LaPorte County 
 Urban League of Northwest Indiana 

 Vocational Rehabilitation Services of Gary

The workshop format included a formal presentation followed by an informal open house.  Four 
information stations provided visual display boards and maps defining the environmental 
process, project overview, proposed stations and maintenance facility locations, and alignment 
options under evaluation. The consultant team staffed each information area to receive attendee 
questions and provide individual responses. In addition to direct access to the project team, 
attendees were provided the opportunity to submit comments on site, with the option of also 
providing comments via the project website, mail to the NICTD office, email 
(project.email@nictdwestlake.com), or verbally via the automated project phone line (219-250-
2920). Handouts provided to attendees included a project fact sheet and frequently asked 
questions (see Appendix B). The workshops were well attended, with 324 attendees. 
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Those workshop attendees that indicated how they heard about the meeting provided the 
following information sources: 

 Newspaper  43%  
 Project website  16%  
 Email   11% 
 Flyer    4%  
 Postcard  2%1  
 Other 24%2  

Newspaper story coverage was the dominant source of meeting announcement for these 
attendees. NICTD issued a press release in advance of the meetings to encourage media 
coverage. This would provide an opportunity to clarify project development status and to create 
a channel to convey ongoing information to the public. Given the 24 percent reference to word 
of mouth information exchange, which historically does not provide consistent, accurate 
information, newspapers could represent an increased communication opportunity for the 
project. 

3. COMMENT SUMMARY 
As previously stated, NICTD provided the public with multiple opportunities to submit comments.  
These were offered via online submission through the Project e-mail or website online comment 
section, by mail to the NICTD Project office, via the automated phone line, and through 
comment cards that were provided at the workshops.  In total, 16 public comments were 
received through these outreach methods.   

Of the 16 comments received, 15 were received onsite and one was mailed to the NICTD office. 
Within this total, five were supportive of the project; seven provided input comments for planning 
consideration; and four were in opposition of the project. A summary of the written comments 
received follows. Those in favor of the project accept the value proposition for economic 
development; those against do not. Comments on the project generally fell into the following 
categories: 

 Economic growth  
 Improved linkages to jobs 
 Increased transportation connections 
 Improved access 
 Impacts to property values 
 Acquisitions and displacements 
 Cost value 
 Impacts on residential property values 
 Traffic in neighborhoods 
 Increased noise levels  
 Safety concerns  

Comments that provided project input considerations asked about the following: 

 Accommodations for people with disabilities  

                                                
1 The postcard option was cited by respondents, but did not represent one of the announcement options utilized for this meeting. 
2 This included word of mouth through friends and neighbors, Facebook, text, and radio. 
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 Transfers between trains 

 Coordination with Munster and Dyer to define the possible extension of Main Street west to 
IL 394 

 Station Design and locations  

 Noise mitigation evaluations given increased train traffic  

 Evaluations for increased traffic impacts on neighborhoods  

 Maintenance Yard Location evaluation 

 Property acquisition process 
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NIE'D
NORTHERN INDIANA
COMMUTER TRANSl’ORTATION DISTRICT
33 E. U.S_ HIGHWAY 12 . CHESTERTON. IN 46304-3514 PHONE: 219.9265?“ 0 Fax: 219.929.4433

October 19, 2015

Dear Pubic and Agency Officials:

RE: West Lake Corridor Project Public Workshops

The Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District (NICTDJ is hosting three public workshops and
one workshop for public officials and agencies. You are invited to attend the public officials and agency
meeting that will be held Monday, November 9, 2015, 2 p.n1. — 4 p.rn. at the Munster Town Hall, 1005
Ridge Road, Munster. lndlana 46321.

The purpose of these workshops is to provide an opportunity for our AECOM consultants to update
attendees on project status, proposed stations and facilities, and next steps in the evaluation process.
This workshop format will enable NICTD to gain a better understanding on issues and concerns through
a facilitated, interactive setting. For your reference, should your schedule permit, the public workshops

will be heid:

- Monday, November 9, 2015, 6 pm. — 8 pm.
Protsman Elementary School
1121 Harrison Avenue
Dyer, Indiana 46311

0 Tuesday, November 10, 2015, 6 pm. —8 pm.
Washington irving Elementary School
4727 Pine Avenue
Hammond, Indiana 46327

Thursday, November 12, 2015, 6 pm. -8 p.m.
Eads Elementary School
8000 Jackson Avenue
Munster, Indiana 46321

We would appreciate hearing if you’re planning on attending the public officials and agency meeting in

Munster on November 9. Please call Lisa Johnson at 219—926—5744 ext 308 or drop us a confirming note
through our project website. We look forward to seeing you on the 9‘". For more information on this
project, we invite you to visit the project website, www.nictdwestlake.com.

Sincerely,

John N. Parsons
Project Manager

(n)
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NIG'D
NOR'II-IE‘RN INDIANA
COMMUTE! TRANSPORTATION DISTRICT
33 E. U5. HIGHWAY 12 t CHESTERTON. IN 46304-3514 PHONE: 219.9265?“ 0 FAX: 219.929.4438

News Release For Immediate Release

The Northern Commuter Transportation District {NICTD} will host three public workshops for
the West Lake Corridor Project

CHESTERTON, IN... The Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District (NICTDI will host
three public workshops for the West Lake Corridor Project. This project is evaluating an
extension of the South Shore Line between MunsterlDyer area and Metra’s Millennium Station
in Downtown Chicago. This expansion will more conveniently connect Northwest Indiana to the
Chicago area. The purpose of these workshops is to provide an opportunity to update
attendees on project status, proposed stations and facilities, and next steps in the evaluation
process. The workshops will provide the opportunity for the public to ask questions about the
project and provide input to NICTD about the planning process. Workshops will be held:

0 Monday, November 9, 2015, 6 pm. — 8 pm, Protsman Elementary School, 1121
Harrison Avenue, Dyer, Indiana 46311

0 Tuesday, November 10, 2015, 6 pm. — 8 pm, Washington Irving Elementary School,
4727 Pine Avenue, Hammond, Indiana 46327

0 Thursday, November 12, 2015, 6 pm. — 8 p.m., Eads Elementary School, 8000 Jackson
Avenue, Munster, Indiana 46321.

Since the initiation of the environmentai review process in 2014, the evaluation has moved
forward, and the project is at a pivotal stage to consider input on station and facility locations.
Additionally, the consultant team will be on-site to answer all questions. The public and
interested stakeholders are encouraged to attend.

Michael Noland, NICTD General Manager stated, ”expanding economic opportunities for
Northwest indiana is directiy linked to enhancing access to Chicago. This project provides that
unique opportunity.”

For additional information on this project, visit the project website at www.nictdwestlake.com.

Media Contact:
John Parsons
Director Marketing & Planning
W
219-926-5744 ext 305
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NICTD West Lake Corridor Project  
Newspaper Meeting Announcement 
 

 
The Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District (NICTD) will host three public 
workshops for the West Lake Corridor Project. These workshops will be held Monday, 
November 9, 2015, 6 p.m. – 8 p.m., Protsman Elementary School, 1121 Harrison 
Avenue, Dyer, Indiana  46311; Tuesday, November 10, 2015, 6 p.m. – 8 p.m., 
Washington Irving Elementary School, 4727 Pine Avenue, Hammond, Indiana  46327 
and Thursday, November 12, 2015, 6 p.m. – 8 p.m., Eads Elementary School, 8000 
Jackson Avenue, Munster, Indiana  46321. 
 
The purpose of these workshops is to provide an opportunity to update attendees on 
project status, proposed stations and facilities, and next steps in the evaluation process. 
These workshops will provide the opportunity for attendees to provide input to NICTD 
on project planning. 
 
Information on the project is available at the project website, www.nictdwestlake.com. 
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NICTD West Lake Corridor Project
Newspaper Meeting Announcement

The Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District (NICTD) will host three public
workshops for the West Lake Corridor Project. These workshops will be held Monday,
November 9, 2015, 6 pm. — 8 p.m., Protsman Elementary School, 1121 Harrison
Avenue, Dyer, Indiana 46311; Tuesday, November 10, 2015, 6 pm. — 8 p.m.,
Washington Irving Elementary School, 4727 Pine Avenue, Hammond, Indiana 46327
and Thursday, November 12, 2015, 6 pm. — 8 p.m., Eads Elementary School, 8000
Jackson Avenue, Munster, Indiana 46321.

The purpose of these workshops is to provide an opportunity to update attendees on
project status, proposed stations and facilities, and next steps in the evaluation process.
These workshops will provide the opportunity for attendees to provide input to NICTD
on project planning.

Information on the project is available at the project website, www.nictdwestlake.com.
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NEWS 8. IIIIII'I'ES
NICTD To Host Three Fabric Workshops for the West Lake Corridor Project

You are invited to mark your calendar and join us!

The Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District (NICTD) will hold three public workshops for
the West Lake Corridor Project.

The purpose of these workshops is to provide an opportunity to update attendees on project status,
proposed stations and facilities, and next steps in the evaluation process. The workshop format will
enable attendees to gain a better understanding of the Project and to provide input on Project
planning. The workshops will be held:

1. Monday, November 9, 2015, 5 p.m. — B p.m.
Protsman Elementary School
1121 Harrison Avenue, Dyer, Indiana 45311

2. Tuesday, November 10, 2015, E p.m. — B p.m.
Washington Irving Elementary School
422? Pine Avenue, Hammond, Indiana 4632?

3. Thursday, November 12, 2015, 5 p.m. — B p.m.
Eads Elementary School
8000 Jackson Avenue, Munster, Indiana 46321

For additional information regarding this project, you may visit the project website at
www.nictdwest|ake.com.

NI-CTD
33 East US Highway 12
Chesterton, IN 46304

Automated Phone: 219-250—2920
E-Mail: 9mm.emailflnictdwesflakexom
Web Site: www.nictdwest|ake.com

Don't forget to add project.emailfinictdwesflakemom to your address book so we'll be sure to land
in your inbox!
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E-Blast to EJ Community Leaders 
 
Indiana Commuter Transportation District (NICTD) will host three public workshops for the West Lake 
Corridor project. This project is evaluating an extension of the South Shore Line between the 
Munster/Dyer area and Metra’s Millennium Station in Downtown Chicago.  This expansion will more 
conveniently connect Northwest Indiana to the Chicago area.  The purpose of these workshops is to 
provide an opportunity to update attendees on project status, proposed stations and facilities, and next 
steps in the evaluation process.  The workshops will provide the opportunity for attendees to ask 
questions and provide input to the planning process. 

 
Workshops will be held: 

 
 Monday, November 9, 2015, 6 p.m. – 8 p.m., Protsman Elementary School,  

1121 Harrison Avenue, Dyer, Indiana  46311 
 

 Tuesday, November 10, 2015, 6 p.m. – 8 p.m., Washington Irving Elementary School 
4727 Pine Avenue, Hammond, Indiana  46327 
 

 Thursday, November 12, 2015, 6 p.m. – 8 p.m., Eads Elementary School 
8000 Jackson Avenue, Munster, Indiana  46321 
 

As a recognized community leader, we invite you to attend and also share this meeting 
announcement with your constituency.  We hope that you can join us.  For additional questions 
or follow-up, you may contact our Public Coordinator, Matti McCormick at 317-537-2111 or via 
email at:  mccormickmatti@gmail.com 
 
For additional information on this project, you may visit the project website at 
www.nictdwestlake.com 
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E-Blast to EJ Community Leaders

Indiana Commuter Transportation District (NICTD) will host three public workshops for the West Lake
Corridor project. This project is evaluating an extension of the South Shore Line between the
Munster/Dyer area and Metra’s Millennium Station in Downtown Chicago. This expansion will more
conveniently connect Northwest Indiana to the Chicago area. The purpose of these workshops is to
provide an opportunity to update attendees on project status, proposed stations and facilities, and next
steps in the evaluation process. The workshops will provide the opportunity for attendees to ask
questions and provide input to the planning process.

Workshops will be held:

0 Monday, November 9, 2015, 6 pm. — 8 p.m., Protsman Elementary School,
1121 Harrison Avenue, Dyer, Indiana 46311

0 Tuesday, November 10, 2015, 6 pm. — 8 p.m., Washington Irving Elementary School
4727 Pine Avenue, Hammond, Indiana 46327

0 Thursday, November 12, 2015, 6 pm. — 8 p.m., Eads Elementary School
8000 Jackson Avenue, Munster, Indiana 46321

As a recognized community leader, we invite you to attend and also share this meeting
announcement with your constituency. We hope that you can join us. For additional questions
or follow-up, you may contact our Public Coordinator, Matti McCormick at 317-537-21 11 or via
email at: mccormickmatti@qmai|.com

For additional information on this project, you may visit the project website at
www.nictdwestlake.com
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NEWS 8. IIPIII'I'ES
West Lake Corridor Project Workshop for Public Officials and Agencies

You are invited to mark your calendar and join usi.

The Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District (NICTDJ will hold a West Lake Corridor
Project Workshop for Public Officials and Agencies. This workshop will be held Monday, November 9,
2 p.r.n. — 4 p.rn. at the Munster Town Hall, 1005 Ridge Road, Munster, Indiana 46321.

The purpose of these workshops is to provide an opportunity to update attendees on project status,
proposed stations and facilities, and next steps in the evaluation process. This workshop will provide
an opportunity for attendees to ask questions about the project and provide input to project
planning.

If your schedule will allow, we look forward to you joining us.

In the interim, for information on the project, you may visit the project website at
www.nictdwe5t|ake.com.

NICTD
33 East US Highway 12
Chesterton, IN 46304

Automated Phone: 219 —250—2920
E—Mail: ENE.emailflnictdwestlake.com
Web Site: www.nictdwe5t|ake.cam

Don't forget to add project.email®nictdwestlake.com to your address book so we'll be sure to land
in your inboxl
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l
PUBLIC MEETING SCHEDULE

The Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District (NiCTD) will host
three public workshops for the West Lake Corridor Project.

(n,

WEST [Alli flflllfllllflll

This project is evaluating an extension of the South Shore Line between
the Munster/Dyer area and Metra’s Millennium Station in Downtown
Chicago. This extension will more conveniently connect Northwest Indiana
to the Chicago area. The purpose of these workshops is to provide an
opportunity to update attendees on project status, proposed stations and
facilities, and next steps in the evaluation process.

These workshops will provide the opportunity for attendees to ask
questions and provide input to the planning process. Workshops will be
held:

0 Monday, November 9, 2015, 6 pm. — 8 pm, Protsman Elementary
School, 1121 Harrison Avenue, Dyer, lndiana 46311

. Tuesday, November 10, 2015, 6 pm. — 8 pm, Washington Irving
Elementary School, 4727 Pine Avenue, Hammond, Indiana 46327

. Thursday, November 12, 2015, 6 pm. — 8 pm, Eads Elementary
School, 8000 Jackson Avenue, Munster, Indiana 46321

We invite you to attend and to share this meeting announcement with
others.

pOStEd: 10—30—15

-

Life is tum? no train is “93'
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APPENDIX B

Meeting Materials
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Honhem Indiana Commuter Transportation District
534'" 'V i

Public W'orktshppfi "

Project Overview
Share Information on Project Updates
Seek Input on Alternatives and Options
Define How You Can Be Involved
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Study Overview
- FTA and NICTD are Conducting an

Environmental Review of the West Lake
Corridor Project

- The Study includes Rail Based Service
between the Munster/Dyer area and Metra’s
Millennium Station in Downtown Chicago

. The Study evaluates Alignments, Stations
and Operating Facility Locations in the
Corridor

How Did We Get Here?
- Regional Agency Conducted Initial Study 1989
- NICTD Completed West Lake Corridor Study 2011
- Released 20- Year Strategic Business Plan June 2014
- Began Environmental Review Process Sept 2014

Policy All I‘NEPA)

‘Tr,
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West Lake Funding Sources

FTA New
Starts

Program \ Funding

State of
Local .

Participating Indiana
communities

What is Purpose for Project?
- Serve High-Growth Areas in Lake County
- Conveniently Connect to Chicago
- Establish Alternative to Driving
- Lower Commute Times and Costs
- Increase NICTD System Ridership
- Promote Economic Development
- Create Local Jobs
- Attract and Retain Younger Families
- Provide Valued Transportation Asset

‘Tr’
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What is the Need for the Project?

- Increase Transportation Options for Accessing
Chicago

- Reduce Travel Time from the Study Area to
Chicago

- Reduce the Parking Burden at Existing Transit
Stations

. Reduce Travel Costs

Study Purpose
- Advance West Lake Corridor Project

— Complete Draft Environmental impact Statement
(DEIS) in Compliance with NEPA

— Select a Preferred Alternative (PA)

— Enter Project Development under FTA New Starts

‘Tr,
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West Lake
Project
Overview

- 9-Mile Extension of
Existing South Shore
Line (SSL)

- 24 Trains per Weekday
and Weekend Service ‘

- 4 Stations in Hammond,
Munster, and Dyer

- Maintenance Facility
- Options for Alignment,

Stations, Maintenance
and Layover Facilities

Alternative
Options
- Indiana Harbor Belt

(IHB) Alignment
- Hammond Design

Option Alignment
- Station Options

— Hammond
— Munster

- Maintenance Facility
— Hammond — 2 sites
—- Munster/Dyer

- Layover Facility
- Munster/Dyer

0'”
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Project Updates
- Southern Terminal
- Railroad Requirements
- Mid-day I Weekend

Service
- Conceptual Design

— Vehicle Technology
— Alignments Alternatives
— Station Location Options
— Maintenance Facility

Location Options
— Bike Trail Location in the

Corridor

Why So Many Design Options?
- Required to evaluate all feasible design

options meeting the purpose and need of the
project

. To consider and evaluate each alternative in
a comparable level of detail

- Field work is included for all design options
minimizing the need for additional
investigation

‘Tr,
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Vehicle
Technology

- Existing South
Shore Electric
Trains

Stations
Boarding Platforms
Shelters
Parking
Multi-Modal Access

Heaemsch Station. SSL

Dune. Park Station. SSL East Chrr :nSILIEIUI] 58L

‘Tn
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Maintenance Facility
- Shop Building for

Maintenance of Vehicles
- Storage Tracks
- Parking and Support

Facilities
Benton County A—Tram Maintenance Facility

LayoverFacHfly
- Welfare Building for Crew
- Storage Tracks for

Overnight Layover
- Parking

Operations
Facilities

If
maintenance
facility is
here...

I mnwvammov - I
Fmoum

. E121? 9am-— . . . layover
facility is

needed here

(n)
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National Environmental Policy Act
NEPA Umbrella
Data Collection

and Analysis

Key Considerations:
Transportation
Land Use and Acquisitions

Historic and Archeological
Noise and Vibration
Visual and Aesthetics

Economic Development - Water and Ecological
Neighborhoods and - Fannlands
Community Facilities I Hazardous Materials

Environmental Justice .. Safety and Security
Parks and Recreational - shon,Ten-n Construction

1?
I”

What is a DEIS?
- Required for Federal Funding
- Discloses Impacts of the project and

Proposed Mitigation Measures
- Improves Decision Making
- Serves as a Means for Public Comment
- Follows NEPA Requirements for

Documentation
- Public Hearing is Part of the Required

Process

(n)
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Environmental Impact
Statement Process

WE ARE HERE

Scoping and Draft EIS Final ElS
Screening Record of

- Data Collection Decision- Identify Issues and Analysis
. Developand - Prepare Technical ‘ Respond to

screen alternatives Reports comments
- Prepare Draft EIS - Prepare Final 518

on remaining
alternatives

- Circulate Draft ElS
- Hold Public

Hearings

- Prepare Record
of Decisron

m

Ongoing Coordination
- Federal Transit Administration

- Regional Development
Authority

- Municipalities

- Railroads

- US Army Corps of Engineers

- State Historic Preservation
Office

(n)
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West Lake Overall Project
Schedule

2014 2015 2016 0017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

M Environmental Project Engineering Construction
Impact Development
Statement

_—I

E
_ t

l
I

6
scopme DEAF: FTA PROJECT

ROD! FEDERAL START UP
EISS. FEIS GRANT FTA FULL 2023

PREFERRED APPLICATION FUNDING
ALTERNATl IE GRANT

'9‘
IwV

Key to Success:
Partnerships

Community,
Stakeholder &

Agency
Partners

0'”
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Next Steps
Public Workshops — November 2015
Begin Project Development — Summer 2016
DEIS Public Review — Fall 2016
DEIS Public Hearings — Fall 2016

How Can You Participate and
Stay Informed

— Project Website: http://wwwnictdwestlake.com/
— Email: proiect.emai|@nictdwestlake.com
— Call: 219-250-2920
— Mail: NICTD West Lake Corridor Project

33 East US. Highway 12
Chesterton, IN 46304

1T,WESTMKE£0BRIBOB
Page 3-12 January 2016
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1. Project Overview
2. Environmental Process
3. Alignment Options
4. Station and Facility Options
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WEST HIKE BIIIIIIIIIIIII

NIED
Project Overview: Northern indiana Commuter
Transportation District‘s [NJCTD] existing South Shore
Line [SSLi provides a vitat transportation link that
connects Northwest Indiana to Chicago and Cook
County. Illinois. The West Lake Corridor Project
{Project} wouid involve a southern branch extension
at NICTD's existing SSL to reach high-growth areas in
Lake County. tndiana. The Project would expand
NICTD's service coverage. improve mobility and
accessibility. and stimuiate local job creation and
economic development opportunifies for Lake Environmental Review Process: To move this Project

County. The Project would include: forward, NICTD and the Federal Transit Administration
. . . . t l .

o 9-mite southern extension of SSL between Dyer and .{FTA}
have

mate?
the enm

(.3
review

process
Hammond | ndiand In accordance wrth the National Envronmental Policy

, '2 trains per weekday between Dyer and Act (NEPAI and other regulatory requirements. An
Downtown chicago; Environmental Impact Statement tEISi is being

- 4 stations in Hammond, Munster, and Dyer: and prepared as part of this process to assess the
o Maintenance tacility to store and maintain potential impacts of the Project on the man-made

vehicles. and natural environments. This is a requied step that
Design options for the Project route alignment. NICTD must take to receive potential tederal funding
station locations. and maintenance tacitly sites are for the Project.
also

berg
consrdered,

which will
be further refined

Key Milestones:
working In ciose consuitatlon w1th the public. . 53 Process- 2014 to 2016
agencies, and key stakeholders. - Engineering and Construction: 2016 to 2023

a Project Completion: 2023

W hunt-- Inn-a...-::. -......-- :......--:..-:. ==‘-"
0 O G O O

.Olin-M Wham-ml um E3 Plum:

I'DW TO REACH US:
NETD West Lake Corridor Max:153 East us. Highway 12, Chesterton. IN 46304

website:m e-mail Wemmmphone 219-250-2920
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Exiting South Shonmlgnmntm
llllmnium Mon

{urn

Faulrly Option
-. ::'.:'.3 sum Am

0 EadstingStation
. — Sumsrnre Lina

' ' — Man-a
; Mate Freeway

'_ 5&3]: u.s. Highway
—- Ra"! Lina

“Marv:
O 0.75 ”1 .5
_:Mil-s

- e. 4. 1a.:r‘ -.' .-—':Lr'

West Lake Corridor Project Study Area
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NICTD West Lake Corridor Project
WEBSITE FAQs

Updated: October 30, 2015

‘11- WHAT IS THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT?

A. The West Lake Corridor Project would be an approximate 9-mile southern extension of the
Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District’s {NICTD} existing South Shore Line {SSL}
between Dyer and Hammond, Indiana. Trains on the new branch line would connect with the
existing SSL and ultimately Metra Electric District’s (MED) line to the north. The proposed
project would provide new transit service between Dyer, Indiana and Metra’s Millennium
Station in Downtown Chicago, Illinois, a total distance of approximately 30 miles.

Q2. WHAT is THE HISTORY OF THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT?

A. An expansion of the South Shore Line has long been recognized as a value to the Northwest
Indiana regional community. As early as 1989, the Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning
Commission {NIRPC} released a study that identified a South Shore extension as a potentially
viable means to expand mass transit in the region. Since that time, multiple evaluations have
occurred. In 2011, NICTD’s West Lake Corridor Study concluded that a railabased service
between the Munster/Dyer area and Metra's Millennium Station in Downtown Chicago would
best meet the public transportation needs of the study area. In June 2014, NICTD released its
ZO-Year Strategic Business Plan, which highlighted the importance of a West Lake Corridor
Project. In May 2014, NICTD initiated the environmental review process for the West Lake
Corridor Project, a required next step to advance overall project development and secure
federal funding.

Q3. WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE PROJECT AND WHAT BENEFITS CAN BE ACHIEVED FROM
SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION?

A. The purpose of the West Lake Corridor Project is to provide a vital transportation link that
connects Northwest Indiana to Chicago and Cook County, Illinois. NlCTD is proposing the West
Lake Corridor Project as a southern branch extension of the SSL route to reach high-growth
areas in Lake County, Indiana. The project would expand NICTD’s service coverage, improve
mobility and accessibility, and stimulate local job creation and economic development
opportunities for Lake County.

The benefits to be achieved from the Project are:

I Serve high—growth areas in central, southern, and western Lake County, Indiana
- Conveniently connect more Northwest Indiana residents to downtown Chicago jobs and

major activity centers
0 Establish a solid modal alternative between the two metropolitan regions other than driving

0T,
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- Lower commuting travel times and costs
0 Increase NICTD system ridership

Promote economic development opportunities
Create local jobs in Northwest Indiana

0 Attract and retain families and younger residents
0 Provide a valued transportation asset for use by all Northwest Indiana residents.

Q4. WHAT STUDY IS CURRENTLY UNDERWAY?

A. The study currently underway involves the environmental review process for the West Lake
Corridor Project in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Specifically, a
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) is being prepared for the Project, with the Federal
Transit Administration (PTA) as the Federal Lead Agency and NICTD as the Local Project Sponsor
responsible for implementing the Project.

The DEIS will involve a greater level of analysis of the project, including potential design options,
ridership, costs, environmental resources, and other considerations than have been conducted
to date. This will allow for more informed decisions about such project elements as the transit
mode, route alignment, station locations, and other infrastructure improvements. The DEIS will
conclude with the selection of a Preferred Alternative (PA).

NICTD would then develop a Financial Plan for the LPA, and submit an application to enter
Project Development under FTA's New Starts funding program. These are all necessary steps in
order for the project to qualify for potential federal funding in the future.

Q5. HOW DO THE PUBLIC AND AGENCIES GET INVOLVED?

A. The public and agencies are encouraged to comment on the project and participate in the
process through various methods, including the project website at NICTDWestLake.com. The
project website has an online comment section to receive comments and questions, and various
project documents will be made available to the public and agencies online.

Public meetings and hearings will also be held, along with individual stakeholder meetings and
other meetings upon request. Each meeting will provide the opportunity to receive comments
on the project and input into the process. Three rounds of public and agency review are
planned during the DEIS phase:

a. Scoping Period and Meetingls): Scoping is the first step in the environmental review
process under NEPA. Scoping is an early and open process for the public and agencies to
provide input on the scope, or range, of issues to be addressed and identify the significant
issues related to the proposed action. Public and agency scoping meetings were held in fall
2014.

b. Public Meetingls}: The second round of public meetingls) will be held in fall 2015. These
meetings will serve to update the public and agencies on the project and receive input on

(ll,
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project elements such as integrating stations with the surrounding communities. The
meetings will be held in a workshop format to maximize public participation.

c. Circulation of DEIS and Hearing(s): The third round of input will involve the circulation of
the DEIS in fall 2016. The public and agencies will have the opportunity to provide
comments on the DElS over a 45-day review period, during which time a public hearing(s)
will be held to present the findings of the DEIS.

All three rounds of public and agency engagement provide opportunities for input throughout
the NEPA environmental review process. The website comment section enables the public to
provide ongoing input into the project.

Q6. WHAT IS THE LENGTH OF TIME EXPECTED TO COMPLETE THIS STUDY AND OVERALL PROJECT?

A. Following are the key milestones and .schedule for the environmental review process, as well as
the overall project:

a. DEIS: The Draft Environmental Impact .Statement is expected to be completed in about 2
years, from fall 2014 to fall 2016.

b. FElS/ROD: Following the comment period on the DEIS, a Final Environmental Impact
Statement [FEIS) would be prepared by the FTA and NICTD to complete the environmental
review process. The FTA would also issue a Record of Decision (ROD) that states the
proposed action, environmental findings, and mitigation requirements. The combined
FElS/ROD would take about 6 months to complete through 2016, depending on the level of
comments received on the DEIS.

c. Engineering and Construction: The environmental review process would then be followed
by more detailed design, engineering, and construction from 2016 to 2023.

d. Project Completion: Service start—up for the NICTD West Lake Corridor Project is targeted
for 2023.

This schedule reflects the standard process for NEPA review and FTA's New Starts funding
program, but dates are subject to change.

(n)
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WEST [ME lilllllilllllli
PROJECT WORKSHOP FOR PUBIJC OFFICIALS AND AGENCIES
Meeting Purpose: To update public officials and agencies on the West Lake
Corridor Project. to answer questions and receive feedback.

Location: Munster Town Hall, 1005 Ridge Road, Munster. IN 46321

Date: November 9_, 2015 Time: 2:00pm-4:00prn.
SIGN-m SHEET

Name Neighbormod or Organization Phone Email Address How Did You Hear About Us?
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Meetlng Purpele: To update public officials and agenclee on the West Lake
Corridor Project. to answer questlone and receive feedback.
Locatlon: Munster Town Hall, 1005 Rldge Road. Munster. IN 46321

Date: November 9. 2015 “me: 2:00pm-4200pm.

E-mailName Neighborhood or Organlzadon Phone Address How Did You Hear About Us?
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‘,mW,"*"*""*‘f" PROJECT WORKSHOP FOR PUBUC OFFICIALS AND AGENCIES

Time: 2:00pm-4:00pm.

Maetlng Purpose: To update public onlclals and agenclos on the West Lakecorridor Project to answer questions and receive feedback.
Locatlon: Munster Town Hall, 1005 Ridge Road, Munster. IN 46321
Date: November 9, 2015
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PROJECT WORKSHOP FOR PUBLIC OFFICIALS AND AGENCIES

Dale: November 9, 2015 11rne: 2:00pm-4:00pm.

Meeting Purpose: To update public officide and agencies on the West Lake
Corridor Project. to answer questlons and receive feedback.
Location: Munster Town Hall, 1005 Ridge Road, Manner, IN 46321
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT. DYER. IN

Date: November 9, 2015 Hum: 8:00 rim-8:00 pm.

Meellng Purpose: To update the publlc on the West Lake Corfldor Project, to
answer questions and receive feedback.
Loceflon: Protsman Elementary School, 1121 Harrison Ave., IN 46311
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT. DYER. IN

Tlme: 6:00 pin-8:00 pm.

Meeilng Purpose: To update the publlc en the West Lake Corridor Project. ta
answer questlene and receive feedback.

Locatlon: Protsmen Elementary School, 1121 Harrison Ave.. IN 46311
Date: November 9, 2015
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT. DYER. IN

Date: November 9, 2015 Time: 6:00 pm-8:00 pm.

Meeting Purpose: To update the public on the West Lake corridor Project, to
answer quostlons and recolvo feedback.
Locallon: Protsmen Elementary School, 1121 Harrison Ave, IN 46311
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT. DYER. IN
Meeting Purpose: To updaie the public on the West Lake Corridor Project. to
answer quamlons and receive feedback.
Location: Protsman Elementary School. 1121 Harrison Ave., IN 46311

(W,

WEST [IKE Gflllllllllll

Dan: November 9. 2015 Time: 6:00 pm-azoo pm.

Name Neighborhood or Organization Phone E-mail Address How Did You Hear About Us?
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, DYER. IN

Date: November 9. 2015

Meeting Purpose: To update the public on the West Lake Corridor Project to
answer questions and receive feedback.
Location: Protsman Elementary School. 1121 Harrison Ave, N 46311

Time: 6:00 ram-8:00 pm.
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Name Neighborhood or Organization Phone Address How Did You Hear About Us?
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, DVER. IN
Meeting Purpose: To update the publlc on the West Lake corridor Project, to
answer questions And receive feedback.
Location: Protsman Elementary School. 1121 Harrison Ave“ IN 46311
Dale: November 9. 2015 11m: 6:00 pm-5:00 pm.

November Workshops Meeting Summary

Name Neighborhood or Organizafion Phone Email How Did You Hear About Us?
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT. DYER. lN

Tlme: 6:00 [am-8:00 pm.

Mutlng Purpose: To updalc the publlc on the West Lake Corrldor Project, to
answer quesllons and mcolve feedback.
Location: Protsman Elementary School. 1121 Harrlson Ave., N 46311
Date: November 9. 2015

November Workshops Meeting Summary

Name Neighborhood or organreaoon Phone E-mail.
’

Address How Did You Hear About Us?
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WEST [IKE GIIIIIIIIIII
PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, DYER, IN
Meetlng Purpose: To update the publlc on the Wesi Lake Corridor Project. to
answer queetlons and recolve feedback.
Location: Proumen Elementary School. 1121 Harrison Av... IN 46311

Date: November 9, 2015 Tlme: 8:00 ram-8:00 pm.

Name Neighborhood or Organlzallon Phone E—mail Address How Did You Hear About Us?
5-— aar About Us?
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT. DYER, IN

7 Date: November 9. 2015

Meeting Purpose: To update the puhllc on the West Lake Corridor Project. to
answer questlons and reoelve feedback.

Location: Protsman Elementary School, 1121 Harrison Ave, IN 46311

Tlmo: 6:01] pmsggpflrn:
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Name Represenfingflifle Phone E-mall Address
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, DYER. IN

Dale: November 9. 2015 11me: 6:00 pm-Bzoo P'l‘;

Meeting Purpose: To update 1119 publlc on the West Lake Corridor Project. to
answer quostlons and receive feedback.

Locatlan: Pratsman Elementary School. 1121 Harrison Ave. IN 46311

November Workshops Meeting Summary

Neighborhood or Organization Phone E-mail Address How Did You Hear About Us?
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PUBlJC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT. DYER, IN
Meeting Purpose: To update the public on the West lake Corrldor Project. to
answer quntlons and receive feedback.
Locatlon: Protsman Iamantary School, 1121 Harrison AVI., IN 48311

Time: 6:00 pm-8:00 pm.Date: November 9. 2015

November Workshops Meeting Summary

Name Neighborhood or Organlzation Phone E—mail Address How Did You Hear About Us?
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT. HAMMOND. IN

Date: November 10. 2015 Time: 6:00 pm-8:00 pm

Meeting Purpose: To update the pubilc on the West Lake corridor Project, to
answer questions and receive feedback.
Location: Washington Irving Elementary School. 4127 Pine Ave., Hammond, IN 46327

November Workshops Meeting Summary

Name Neighborhood or Organization Phone E-mail Address How Did You Hear About Us?
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Date: November 10. 2015

Moetlng Purpose: To update the publlc on the Wes! Lake Corridor Project, to
answer questions and recalve feedback.

Location: Washlnglon lrvlng Elementary School. 4127 Plne Ave, Hammond, IN 46327
Tlrno: 6:00 pun-8:00 pm.

November Workshops Meeting Summary

, Name Neighborhood or Organization Phone E-mail Address How Did You Hear About Us?
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, HAMMOND. IN

Tune: 6:00 lam-3:90 pm.

Meeting Purpose: To update the public on the West Lake Corridor Project, to
answer quostlonn and receive feedback.
Looallon: Washlngton Irving Elementary School, 4727 Flue Ava, Hammond. IN 48327
Date: November 10, 2015

November Workshops Meeting Summary

Name Neighborhood or Organization Phone E-mall Address How Did You Hear About Us?
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT. HAMMOND. IN
Meeting Purpose: To update the publlc on the West Lake Con'ldor Projm. to
answer questlons and receive feedback.
Locatlon: Washington lrvlng Elementary School. 4127 Pine Ave" Hammond, IN 48327
Date: November 10. 2015 Time: 6:00 pm-8:00 pm.
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WEST [IKE cflflllllllll
PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT. HAMMOND, IN
Maeflng Purpose: To update he public on the West lake Corrldor Project, to
answer questlom and receive feedback.

Location: Washington Irving Elementary School. 4727 Plan Ave. HImmond, IN 46327
Date: November 10. 2015 Tlmo: 6:00 pm-3:00 pm.

Name Repmsonfinglflfle Phone E-mail Add ress
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PUBLK: WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT. HAMMOND, IN
Mating Purpose: To updam the public on the West Lake Corridor Project, to

<fi'

WEST ME Blllllllllllll answer questions and roe-M feedback.
Loootlon: Wasnlngton Irving Elementary School, 4127 Pine Avo., Hammond. IN 46327

‘ Date: November 10. 2015 Time: 6:00 pm-azoo pm.

Name Neighborhood or Organization Phone E-mail If Address How Did You Hear About Us?
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, HAMMOND, IN
Meeting Purpose: To updaie the public on the West lake Corridor Project, to
answer questions and receive feedback

Location: Washington Irving Elementary School. 4727 Pine Ave.. Hammond, IN 43321
Date: November 10, 2015 Time: 6:00 pm-moo pm.

November Workshops Meeting Summary
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Name Neighborhood or Organization Phone E-mail Address How Did You Hear About Us?
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PUBUC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT. HAMMOND, IN

Date: November 10. 2015

Meeting Purpose: To update the public on the West Lake Conldor Project, lo
answer queeflone and receive feedback.

Location: Washington Irving Elementary School. 4727 Pine Ave.. Hammond, IN 46327
Time: 6:00 put-8:00 pm.

November Workshops Meeting Summary

Name Neighborhood or Organization Phone Email Address How Did You Hear About Us?
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT. MUNSTER, IN
Meetlng Purpose: To update the publlc on the West Lake Corridor Project, to
answer questions and receive feedback.

Locetlen: Ends Elementary School, 8000 Jackson Ave., Munster. IN 45321
Date: November 12, 2015 Tlme: 6:00 ram-8:00 pm.

November Workshops Meeting Summary

Name Nelghborhood or Organlzatlun Phone E-mall Address How Did You Hear Abom Us?
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT. MUNSTER. IN
Meeting Purpose: To updub the pub": on the West Lake Comdor Project. to
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, MUNSTER. IN
Mootlng Purpose: To update the publlc on the West Lake Corridor Project. to
answer questions and noolva feedback.

Location: Ends Elementary School. 8000 Jackson Ava. Munster. IN 46321
Date: November 12. 2015 11me: 6:00 pm-8:00 gm:
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Wfns/fi m UNITE’?\ ”V

Neighborhood or Organization Phone E-mail Address How Did You Hear About Us?
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, MUNSTER, IN

Date: November 12. 2015

Meetlng Purpose: To update the publlc on the West Lake Corridor Project. to
answer questions and reeelve feedback.

Location: Eeds Elementary School, 8000 Jackson Ave., Munster. IN 46321

Name Nelghborhmd or Organizafion Phone E-mall Address How Did You Hear About Us?
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PUBLlc WORKsHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT. MUNSTER, IN
Maoilng Purpose: To update the public on the Want Lake Corridor Project, to

‘fi'

"EST [IKE cflflfllllflll answer quostlom and mum feedback.
Locatlon: Ends Elanamary School, 3000 Jackson Ava“ Munster. IN 46321

‘ Date: November 12. 2015 j'lmo: 6:00 pm-gggq um. ,,_-_ ,

Nelghbomood or Organization Phone E-mail Address How Did You Hear About Us?
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT, MUNSTER, IN
Mostlng Purpose: To update the publlc on the West Lake Comdor Project. to
answer questions and receive feedback
Locatlon: Ends filamentary School, 8000 Jackson Ava.. Munster, IN 48321
Data: Novembor 12. 2015 Time: 6:00 pro-8:00 pm.

November Workshops Meeting Summary
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PUBUC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT. MUNSTER. IN

Date: November 12, 2015 Time: 6:00 pmiflLOgm.

Meeting Purpose: To update ihe public on the West Lake Corridor Projeu, to
answer questions and receive feedback.
Location: Ends Elementary School. 8000 Jackson Ave., Munster. IN 46321

November Workshops Meeting Summary

Name Neighborhood or Organization Phone E-mail Address How Did You Hear About Us?
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Pusuc WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECY, MUNSTER. IN
Meeting Purpose: To update the public on the West Lake Corridor Project. to

‘n’

WEST ME flflllllllllll answer questions and receive feedback.
Location: Ends Elementary School. 5000 Jackson Ave.. Munster, IN 46321
Date: November 12, 2015 Time: 6:00 pm-8:00 pm.

Name Neighborhood or Organization Phone E—mail Address How Did You Hear About Us?
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(17)
WEST "I. Blllllllllllll

PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT. MUNSTEE IN

Date: November 12, 2015

Meeting Purpose: To updnte the publlc on the West Lake Corridor Project. to
answer questlone and recelve feedback.
Location: Ends Elementary School, 3000 Jackson Ave., Munster, IN 46321

Time: 6:00 pm-8:00 pm.

SIG N-IN SHEET

Name Neighborhood or Organization Phone E-rnall Address How Did You Hear About Us?
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i(VT,
WIS! HIKE flfllllllllflll Meetlng Purpose: To update the public on {he West Lake Corridor Project. to

Dame: November 12. 2015

answer questions and receive feedback.
Location: Ends Elementary School. 8000 Jackson Ave.. Mumm, M 46321

11mm 6:00 pm-aggo pm.

November Workshops Meeting Summary
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PUBLIC WORKSHOP FOR THE WEST LAKE CORRIDOR PROJECT. MUNSTER. N

Date: November 12. 2015 Tlme: 6:00 [am-8:00 pm.

Meetlng Purpose: To update the publlc on the Watt Lake Corridor Project, to
answer questions and reoelvo feedback.

Location: Sade Elementary School. 8000 Jackson Avo., Munster. IN 46321

November Workshops Meeting Summary
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Name Neighborhood or Organization Phone E—mail Address How Did You Hear About Us?
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' Comment Card

Nome(please prlnl): . Inflfl &A// /
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1. INTRODUCTION 
The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation 
District (NICTD) are conducting the environmental review process for the West Lake Corridor 
Project (Project) in Lake County, Indiana and Cook County, Illinois in accordance with the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and other regulatory requirements. A Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) is being prepared as part of this process, with the FTA 
as the Federal Lead Agency and NICTD as the Local Project Sponsor responsible for 
implementing the Project under NEPA. 

1.1 Purpose of Report 

Commuter railroads in the US have a long history of sharing infrastructure with freight railroads, 
including in the greater Chicagoland area.  As the hub of the nation’s rail network, Northeast 
Illinois and Northwest Indiana are crossed with dense system of freight lines, many of which are 
shared with passenger trains.  This is also true for the West Lake Corridor Project, where a 
portion of its alignment would use the abandoned Monon Railway right-of-way. The planning for 
the West Lake Corridor examined shared use of active freight rail lines, as well as alignments 
that would cross (bridge) over, cross at-grade, or operate adjacent to privately owned and 
operated freight railroads.  This report identifies these areas of interface between West Lake 
Corridor alternatives and freight railroads.  The report documents the communication and 
coordination activities with affected railroads, and the feedback received from them.   

1.2 Background 
The proposed West Lake Corridor involves commuter rail service using electric powered trains 
between Northwest Indiana and Downtown Chicago, operating as a branch of the existing South 
Shore Line (SSL).  The Corridor can be described in four sections, which are summarized from 
south to north below. 

1. Sheffield Avenue in Dyer to Maynard Crossing in Munster - new track on a separate 
right-of-way adjacent to the existing CSX Monon Sub in Dyer and Munster; several 
variations in station, parking, and maintenance & storage facility locations are included.  

2. Maynard Crossing to Sibley Street in Hammond – use of the publically-owned Monon 
abandoned rail corridor is assumed. 

3. Sibley Street to Kensington in Chicago – three distinct alternatives were identified to 
connect the West Lake Corridor to the existing SSL, including: 

o Commuter Rail Alternative - North of Downtown Hammond the track alignment 
would turn west under Hohman Avenue overpass, and then turn north on new 
elevated track over the IHB Mainline, generally along the Indiana/Illinois state line 
to the State Line Crossing area.  The alignment would then parallel the existing 
SSL using Norfolk Southern (NS) unused right-of-way to approximately Burnham 
Avenue, connecting to SSL east of the Hegewisch Station in Chicago. West Lake 
Corridor peak period trains would share the SSL tracks to Kensington. 

o IHB Alternative - From Downtown Hammond, the alignment of the IHB 
Alternative would turn west under Hohman Avenue overpass in Hammond and 
would be constructed in the IHB railroad right-of-way west through Calumet City, 
Burnham, and Chicago.  West of Burnham Avenue, the IHB Alternative would 
bridge over the IHB and CSX freight rail lines, landing in the IHB Kensington 
Branch (Conrail owned) railroad right-of-way, and would include relocating and 
reconstructing the IHB freight railroad on an adjacent track within the existing 
railroad right-of-way. The Project would then continue northwest to the proposed 
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connection with the existing SSL near I-94 and 130th Street in Chicago. West 
Lake Corridor peak period trains would share the SSL tracks to Kensington. 

o Hammond Alternative – From Downtown Hammond north of Douglas Street, 
the Hammond Alternative would extend north on embankment and bridges 
crossing over the IHB and NS freight rail lines immediately east of the Hohman 
Avenue overpass.  The alignment would then extend northward and cross over 
Hohman Avenue just south of Michigan Street.  The alignment would then 
continue north, crossing over the existing CSX Barr Sub freight rail line, and then 
turn west to be adjacent to the realigned SSL connecting with the existing Line at 
the state line. West Lake Corridor peak period trains would share the SSL tracks 
to Kensington. 

4. Kensington to Millennium – The final 14 miles of West Lake Corridor service would be 
over the Metra Electric District (MED) in Chicago. At Kensington, the SSL crosses 
through the Kensington interlocking plant that include the Canadian National (CN) 
mainline tracks to reach the MED. West Lake Corridor trains would share the MED with 
Metra and NICTD trains. 

A map of the West Lake Corridor including the affected freight railroad lines is illustrated on 
Figure 1.   



 
Railroad Coordination 

 Page 3 May 2016 

 
Figure 1-1 West Lake Corridor Map with Railroads 
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Table 1 summarizes potential impacts by freight rail line. The table is organized by route 
section. 

Table 1 West Lake Corridor Potential Freight Rail Impacts 

 
  
Project Route Section Railroad / Rail Line Project Impact 
1 
  

Sheffield to Maynard CSX Monon Sub adjacent separated operation; flyover 
of industry siding south of 45th 

CSX Elsdon Sub 
(former CN/GTW) 

proposed flyover at Maynard 

CN Traffic over CSX Elsdon Sub through 
Maynard 

2 Maynard to Sibley St. NICTD-owned ROW no freight impacts 

3 
  
  
  
  
  

Sibley Street to Kensington - 
Commuter Rail Alternative  

NS Ft. Wayne Line  adjacent operation near Hohman; 
flyover at State Line Crossing 

IHB Main Line (CSX-
owned) 

operate in IHB ROW; flyover IHB 
Mainline at Calumet City Industrial 
Track Wye 

CSX Barr Sub flyover at State Line Crossing 

IHB Calumet City 
Industrial Track 

flyover at State Line  

CSS crosses east end of CSS owned-
Burnham Yard site, but would not 
interfere with Yard expansion; 
adjacent operation to Burnham Yard 

NS (former Chicago 
Western Indiana)  

acquire unused rail ROW between 
State Line and Burnham Avenue 

3 Sibley Street to Kensington -
IHB Alternative 

NS Ft. Wayne Line  adjacent operation near Hohman 

IHB Main Line (CSX-
owned) 

operate in ROW; flyover at Calumet 
Park Interlocking, including support 
piers on RR property 

CSX Barr Sub flyover at Calumet Park Interlocking, 
including support piers on railroad 
property 

IHB Kensington Branch  acquire portion of ROW owned by 
Conrail Shared Assets 

3 
  

Sibley Street to Kensington -
Hammond Alternative 

IHB Main Line (CSX-
owned) 

flyover east of Hohman  

NS Ft. Wayne Line  flyover east of Hohman 

CSX Barr Sub flyover west of Sheffield 

4 MED Kensington to 
Millennium 

CN Additional NICTD trains through 
Kensington Interlocking 

2. SUMMARY OF FREIGHT RAILROAD COORDINATION 
The following are railroads potentially impacted by West Lake: 

2.1 Canadian National (CN) 

2.2 CSX Transportation (CSX) 



 
Railroad Coordination 

 Page 5 May 2016 

2.3 Chicago South Shore & South Bend (CSS) 

2.4 Conrail Shared Assets (CR) 

2.5 Indiana Harbor Belt Railroad (IHB) 

2.6 Norfolk Southern (NS) 

2.1 Canadian National (CN) 
The CN operates along the east side of the MED on former Illinois Central ROW. West Lake 
trains will cross CN tracks at Kensington, through an interlocking that is controlled by Metra. At 
a meeting held in September 2014, CN preferred that SSL and the West Lake Corridor fly over 
the CN at this location. While this could be a worthwhile investment, given Project capital 
funding limitations, only adding six trains per peak period, and passenger trains having priority 
through the Metra-controlled interlocking, the current physical plant is recommended to remain.   

The CN’s east-west line through Maynard (the former Grand Trunk) was acquired by CSX.  
However, CN traffic continues to use this line, and could be impacted by West Lake, especially 
if an at-grade scenario is advanced. 

A complete set of the West Lake plan set drawings was provided in November 2015 for CN 
review. CN has not provided additional comments. 

2.2 CSX Transportation (CSX) 
CSX is a Class I railroad, serving major markets in the eastern US with connections to the 
Midwest and Canada.  Three CSX routes may be impacted by the West Lake Corridor. 

An initial meeting was held in September 2014. Key discussion points included the following: 
 The Team provided an overview of the West Lake design concept, including potential 

impacts to the CSX Monon Sub and to the CSX Barr Sub.   
 CSX indicated that over the last year, 35% growth in Chicago and 20% Midwest has 

been experienced.  CSX will be diverting traffic and adding new customer traffic to the 
Monon Sub through Dyer. They noted a new customer on this line, Magnetation, in 
Reynolds, IN, will generate additional traffic to the Monon Sub. 

 CSX cited four requirements for CSX to consider the proposed commuter operation: 
o Operation would have to be as safe as current, nothing less. 
o No liability to CSX 
o Sufficient capacity 
o Adequate compensation 

 CSX will not allow a catenary system on its property due to maintenance personnel 
safety considerations. CSX is not interested in selling any real estate or ROW for 
passenger exclusive use. 

In January 2015, CSX sent a letter of response, which is included as Attachment A. This initial 
response addressed the notion of shared use of the Monon Sub ROW.  CSX recommended that 
West Lake be developed as a dedicated and separated corridor instead of a freight-passenger 
shared-use corridor. In addition, Monon Sub ROW would not be available for project use given 
anticipated growth in freight traffic. This response led to the decision by NICTD to acquire 
sufficient ROW beside the CSX Monon Sub for a dedicated commuter rail corridor that would 
include electrification infrastructure and an access roadway.   



 
Railroad Coordination 

 Page 6 May 2016 

A meeting was held in August 2015 with CSX to discuss the three current alternatives and their 
possible impact on CSX. As follow-up, design drawings were sent to CSX for their comment. 

In February 2016, a presentation of the West Lake project was made to senior staff at their 
corporate headquarters in Jacksonville, FL.  A CSX response letter dated April 12, 2016 is 
included as Attachment B. While supportive of the development of the West Lake Corridor, the 
letter states “…we recommend excluding options in which freight and passenger trains operate 
on the same tracks or that require CSX right-of-way or property owned by CSX’s affiliates or 
subsidiaries.” This position would affect the Commuter Rail and IHB Alternatives, leaving only 
the Hammond Alternative as feasible from the Railroad’s perspective.  

2.3 Chicago South Shore & South Bend (CSS) 
The CSS is an operating subsidiary of the Anacostia Rail Holdings.  The railroad was formed 
from a trustee-in-bankruptcy in December 1989. The line serves Northwest Indiana’s industrial 
corridor and the Illinois International Port in Chicago and connects with all Class I railroads in 
Chicago. CSS owns the South Shore Line trackage between the Indiana-Illinois state line and 
Kensington, which is shared by NICTD commuter trains. The line east of the state line is owned 
by NICTD and shared by CSS freight trains.    

A meeting was held at CSS’s Michigan City office on October 13, 2014. CSS recommended that 
the project use the IHB Alternative, so as to avoid conflicting with CSS freight movements.   

At a follow-up meeting on June 9, 2015, CSS shared plans for an expansion of their Burnham 
Yard, which would be in conflict with the Commuter Rail Alternative alignment as proposed 
between the state line and Burnham Avenue.  A field visit with CSS staff on June 26, 2015 was 
held to confirm the limits of the expanded Yard. CSS also provided a plat of survey and a 
drawing of the expanded Yard. Based on this information and feedback, the Commuter Rail 
Alternative was revised to push the West Lake Corridor alignment to the south, onto the unused 
NS-owned former CWI ROW.  

NICTD staff met with CSS on September 8, 2015 to present the Hammond Alternative.  CSS 
acknowledged that this alignment would not impact the CSS-owned corridor in Illinois, although 
it would add passenger trains.   

Updated West Lake drawings were transmitted to CSS in November 2015, and a follow-up 
review meeting was held. CSS reiterated their preference for the IHB Alternative. They 
acknowledged that NICTD’s operation of additional trains (SSL and West Lake Corridor) on 
CSS trackage in Illinois was permissible under the CSS-NICTD operating agreement.  It was 
noted that West Lake Corridor trains operating over this section would be limited to peak 
periods, when CSS freight operations give priority to passenger train operations.   

2.4 Conrail Shared Assets (CR) 
Conrail was created in 1974 to take over the potentially profitable lines of multiple bankrupt 
carriers. Following Surface Transportation Board approval, CSX and NS acquired control in 
1999, and Conrail remains a jointly-owned subsidiary. The primary assets retained by Conrail 
are ownership of the three Shared Asset Areas in New Jersey, Philadelphia, and Detroit. CSX 
and NS make use of Conrail to perform switching and terminal services within these areas.  
Conrail also retains a 51 percent share in the IHB. 
In June 2015, an email was sent to officials at IHB, NS and Conrail Shared Assets. Design 
drawings of the two alternative connection alignments (i.e., Commuter Rail Alternative and IHB) 
were also provided. 
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Conrail responded in a letter dated July 2, 2015 (Attachment C), as the majority owner of IHB.  
Major points included: 

 The Kensington Branch between Calumet Park Junction and Kensington is owned by 
Conrail; the section east of Conrail’s ownership is owned by IHB.  

 The vacant IHB ROW parallel and south of the IHB Main Line between Calumet Park 
and Hohman is slated for construction of an 8,000 foot track that is to serve a unit train 
operation. 

 West Lake would cross other railroads at grade, adding potential delays and operational 
impacts to an already congested corridor.  

The Conrail letter concludes that as majority owner of the IHB, they cannot support use of this 
alignment for the proposed commuter rail corridor. Conrail’s letter was specifically in response 
to requesting entry to the IHB ROW for inspection purposes. This right of access request was 
denied.  

A complete set of the West Lake Corridor plan set drawings was provided in November 2015 for 
Conrail review. In a follow-up meeting, Conrail restated their position in the July 2015 letter that 
the IHB ROW between the Hohman Overpass and Calumet Park Junction would not be 
available to the West Lake Corridor Project.  Thus, from Conrail’s view, both the Commuter Rail 
and IHB Alternatives would be infeasible.    

2.5 Indiana Harbor Belt Railroad (IHB) 
The IHB is the largest switch carrier in the US, providing a wide variety of services in the 
Chicago and Northwest Indiana areas. Communication to the IHB was made in June 2015, in 
the email that also was sent to Conrail Shared Assets and NS.  The written response received 
from Conrail, as the IHB’s majority owner, is discussed above.  

Updated West Lake Corridor drawings were transmitted to IHB in November 2015.  At a 
meeting with IHB, representatives of the railroad confirmed the Conrail position that ROW was 
not available to the Project west of the Hohman Avenue Overpass.  IHB did not object to the 
Hammond Alternative.  

2.6 Norfolk Southern (NS) 
The NS is a Class I railroad operating an extensive intermodal network in the eastern US, 
including connections to the Midwest. The NS Fort Wayne Line is part of the Heartland Corridor, 
a public-private partnership that has provided increased freight capacity between the east coast 
and the Midwest. 

Calls with NS were held in June 2015. NS was provided designs plans for the Commuter Rail 
and IHB Alternatives. NS opposed the IHB Alternative.  

An updated drawing set was transmitted in November 2015, including the Hammond Alignment. 
NS has not provided comments on the more recent materials that were sent.   
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APPENDIX  
 

A. CSX Letter of West Lake Corridor Project Comments, January 2, 2015 

B. CSX Letter of West Lake Corridor Project Comments, April 12, 2016 

C. Conrail Letter of West Lake Comments/Denial of Right of Entry, July 2, 2015  
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ATTACHMENT A 

NIE'D Railroad Coordination

ATTACHMENT A

[ How tomorrow moves ]

January 2'”, 2015

Mr. W. Robert Moore
Principal
Quandel Consultants, LLC
161 N. Clark Street, Suite 2060
Chicago, IL 60601

RE: NICTD West Lake Corridor Project

Dear Mr. Moore:

Thanks for taking the opportunity to discuss with CSX the NlCTD West Lake Corridor

Project on November 6‘", 2014. It was very helpful to learn more about the project and its

planning. CSX would like to take the opportunity to provide our initial feedback that we hope

can be taken into consideration as you progress the project.

CSX fully supports the development of a dedicated passenger corridor to accommodate

the planned service. In fact, we recommend excluding options in which freight and passenger

trains operate on the same tracks. We believe that a dedicated and separated corridor, instead

of a freight~passenger shared use corridor, will best support the service needs of the planned

commuter trains.

Additionally we are concerned about including any CSX right of way in your project

planning. CSX is experiencing substantial growth on the lines being considered for the new

West Lake Corridor Project. New customers have been located on the CSX Monon Subdivision,

and because of the growth in the Illinois Basin Coal, CSX is planning to shift traffic between

Chicago and the Southeast to the same subdivision. To handle this growth we are planning to

increase the infrastructure capacity that will require, at a minimum, the right of way that the

West Lake Corridor Project would like to utilize to build additional tracks for the commuter

service. CSX believes that preserving the existing right of way to accommodate the freight

(n)
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  ATTACHMENT A, continued 

NIP—ID Railroad Coordination

ATTACHMENT A, continued

[ HOW (OHIDI'TDW mUVES ]

O O O 0‘

growth will be critically important and therefore CSX is not in a position to consider the use of

our property as proposed.

Thank you again for providing the opportunity to review and comment on your pianning

activities. CSX believes that preserving core freight operations and infrastructure will be

essential for America’s long term success and we hope that the same vision can be

incorporated as you seek ways to improve the service of commuter trains between Northwest

Indiana, Chicago and Cook County.

Sincerely,

lot/QT;
Marco Turra

CSXT Director Passenger Operations
CSX Transportation
500 Water St. S/C 315
Jacksonville, FL 32202

Cc: Jay Westbrook, AVP Passenger Operations
Tom Livingston, Regional VP - State Government
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ATTACHMENT B 

NIC'D Railroad Coordination

ATTACHMENT B

Marco Turra - Director

How tomorrow moves‘ CSX Transportation
. Q . .‘ 500 Water Street. 1315

Jacksonville, Fl. 32202
Office [904] 359-1099

Marcoju rra@csx. corn

April 12th, 2016

Mr. Earl Wacker
Vice President - US Railroads, Transportation, DCS Americas
AECOM
100 S. Wacker Dr.
Suite 500
Chicago, IL 60606

VIA EMAIL

RE: NICTD West Lake Corridor Project

Dear Eari:

Thanks for meeting with CSX to discuss the Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District

(NICTD) West Lake Corridor Project on February 10‘", 2016. it was very helpful to learn more about the

project and its planning efforts. As a follow up, CSX would like to provide our initial feedback that we

hope can be taken into consideration as you advance the project.

CSX fully supports the development of a dedicated passenger corridor to accommodate the

planned service. In fact, we recommend excluding options in which freight and passenger trains operate

on the same tracks or that require CSX right-of—way or property owned by CSX's affiliates or subsidiaries.

We believe that a dedicated and separated corridor, instead of a freight-passenger shared use corridor.

will best support the service needs of the planned commuter trains.

CSX believes that preserving the existing right of way to accommodate the freight growth will be

critically important for freight fiuidity and economic growth so planning activities for the new commuter

service should not contemplate the use of any of CSX property or assets (including CSX’s affiliates or

subsidiaries).

Thank you again for providing the opportunity to review and comment on your planning

activities and we look forward working with you as the project progresses.

Sincerely,
7 m

(Jumbo l ,3
Marco Turra

0'”
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ATTACHMENT C 

NIE'D Railroad Coordination

ATTACHMENT C

CON RAII.

JOHN K. ENRIGHT, Associate General Counsel 1717 Arch Street,13‘“ FL, Philadelphia, PA 19103
Phone: 215-209-5012 - Fax: 215-209-4819
lnlm.mrightf'aicunmiiuum

July 2, 2015

W. Robert Moore. RE.
Quandel Consultants
161 N. Clark Street, Suite 2060
Chicago. IL 60601

Re: NICTD —- West Lake Corridor Project — Kensington Branch Data Request

Dear Mr. Moore:

This letter is in response to your recent request to the Indiana Harbor Belt
Railroad (“lHB”) to access certain lHB dispatched rail lines and rights-of-way to perform
a wetlands delineation and infrastructure condition assessment. As you are probably
aware, Conrail is the majority owner of the lHB and the owner of a portion of one of the
candidate rail lines. Therefore, lam responding to your request on its behalf.

As noted in your request, the assessment is part of a Draft Environmental Impact
Study for a new passenger service between Munster/Dyer, Indiana and the Chicago
Millennium station (the "Project"). One of the rail corridors you wish to evaluate is
located between Hohman Avenue in Calumet City, Indiana to just north of 130‘“ Street
in Chicago ("Proposed Rail Corridor").

The Proposed Rail Corridor includes at least a portion of two main rail lines. As
such, it is a heavily utilized corridor that is operationally as well as strategically critical
not only to the operations of the lHB but that of CSX Transportation and Norfolk
Southern who have either partial ownership or trackage rights over the Proposed Rail
Corridor.

Located within the Proposed Rail Corridor is the Kensington Branch which is
owned by Conrail between Calumet Park Junction to its western terminus at Kensington
Yard and owned by CSX for the portion of the Branch that ties east of Conrail's
ownership. Parallel to the CSX owned portion of the Kensington is an lHB owned main
tine. On the south side of the CSX owned portion of the Kensington is vacant right-of-
way that is slated for construction of an 8,000+l- foot track that will support an lHB
customer's unit train operation. As such, the Proposed Rail Corridor is not a suitable
candidate for a passenger rail operation that would likely require unachievable
separation requirements andior limit current freight operating windows. Furthermore, if

(n)
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ATTACHMENT C, continued 

NIC'D Railroad Coordination

ATTACHMENT C, continued

Mr. W. Robert Moore. RE.
July 2, 2015
Page 2

the Project were to be routed through this corridor, other rail lines would have to be
crossed at grade, adding potential delays and operational impacts to an already
congested rail corridor designated for additional rail freight development.

Given the foregoing, as majority owner of the IHB and as the owner of a significant
portion of one of the candidate rail corridors, Conrail cannot support use of the
Proposed Rail Corridor for the Project. Accordingly, there would be no purpose sewed
by providing access to your firm to conduct an assessment of property unsuitable for the
Project.

Please let me know if I can be of further assistance or if any of the foregoing is not
sufficiently clear.

cc: Gerald Hamas, General Manager, NICTD
Pat Daly, General Manager IHB

(n)
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Next Steps 

 Public Workshops – November 2015 

 DEIS Public Hearings – Spring 2016 

 DEIS Public Review – Spring 2016  

 Begin Project Development – Summer 2016 
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Key to Success: 

Partnerships 
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Stakeholder & 
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– Project Website:    http://www.nictdwestlake.com/ 

– Email:        project.email@nictdwestlake.com 

– Call:        219-250-2920 

– Mail:        NICTD West Lake Corridor Project  

    33 East U.S. Highway 12  

               Chesterton, IN 46304 

 

 

 

 
 

 

How Can You Participate and 

Stay Informed 

Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District 

— Project Website:
— Email:
— Call:
— Mail:

9/10/2015

http://www.nictdwestlake.com/

proiect.email@nictdwestlake.com
219-250-2920
NICTD West Lake Corridor Project

33 East U.S. Highway 12
Chesterton, IN 46304
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RESOLUTION NO. 2010 

TOWN OF MUNSTER, INDIANA 

A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THE TOWN OF MUNSTER'S REQUEST /DESIRE 
FOR THE LOCATION OF THE MUNSTER/DYER MAIN STREET STATION AND 

PARKING SPACES TO SUPPORT THE EXTENSION AND IMPROVEMENT OF 
COMMUTER RAIL SERVICES 

WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Munster is the municipal legislative 
body of the unit; and 

WHEREAS, the Town of Munster, pursuant to l.C. § 36-1-7-1, et. seg. entered 
into an lnterlocal Cooperation Agreement between and amongst several Lake County 
governmental entities with the purpose of providing resources to support the extension 
and improvement of the commuter rail services provided by the Northern Indiana 
Commuter Transit District; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the lnterlocal Cooperation Agreement, the Town of 
Munster committed resources for the extension and improvement of commuter rail 
services in Lake County, Indiana, with the belief that the provision of those services 
would not adversely impact existing residential development in Munster, Indiana; and 

WHEREAS, the Northern Indiana Commuter Transit District has proposed two 
alternatives for the location of the Munster/Oyer Main Street Station that require the new 
tracks to be east of the existing CSX line: (1) placing the passenger platform, ticket 
kiosklstation, and parking facility on the east side of the existing rail line, north of Main 
Street (in the Community Estates subdivision); and (2) placing the ticket kiosklstation 
and parking facility west of the existing rail line and north of a proposed extension of 
Main Street (south of the West Lakes subdivision) while keeping the passenger platform 
on the east side of the tracks; and 

WHEREAS, on April 25, 2016, the Munster Town Council passed Resolution 
2008 in an attempt to convey its preference with regard to the location of the rail line, 
platform, and parking lot; and 

WHEREAS, in an attempt to more specifically delineate the Town of Munster's 
preference with regard to the location of the rail line, platform, ticket kiosk/station, and 
parking lot, the Town of Munster adopts this Resolution 2010 to amend/supplement 
Resolution 2008; and 

WHEREAS, it is the desire/preference of the Town Council of the Town of 
Munster that this project be completed in a way to: (1) minimize any negative impact on 
the surrounding neighborhoods and proposed residential development; (2) enhance 
development opportunities; (3) increase the tax base, and (4) promote needed 
infrastructure upgrades; and 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2010

TOWN OF MUNSTER, INDIANA

A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THE TOWN OF MUNSTER’S REQUEST]DESIRE
FOR THE LOCATION OF THE MUNSTER/DYER MAIN STREET STATION AND
PARKING SPACES TO SUPPORT THE EXTENSION AND IMPROVEMENT OF

COMMUTER RAIL SERVICES

WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Munster is the municipal legislative
body of the unit; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Munster, pursuant to I.C. § 36-1-7—1, e_t. SQ. entered
into an Interlocal Cooperation Agreement between and amongst several Lake County
governmental entities with the purpose of providing resources to support the extension
and improvement of the commuter rail services provided by the Northern Indiana
Commuter Transit District; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Interlocal Cooperation Agreement, the Town of
Munster committed resources for the extension and improvement of commuter rail
services in Lake County, Indiana, with the belief that the provision of those services
would not adversely impact existing residential development in Munster, lndiana; and

WHEREAS, the Northern Indiana Commuter Transit District has proposed two
alternatives for the location of the Munster/Dyer Main Street Station that require the new
tracks to be east of the existing CSX line: (1) placing the passenger platform, ticket
kiosklstation, and parking facility on the east side of the existing rail line, north of Main
Street (in the Community Estates subdivision); and (2) placing the ticket kiosk/station
and parking facility west of the existing rail line and north of a proposed extension of
Main Street (south of the West Lakes subdivision) while keeping the passenger platform
on the east side of the tracks; and

WHEREAS, on April 25, 2016, the Munster Town Council passed Resolution
2008 in an attempt to convey its preference with regard to the location of the rail line,
platform, and parking lot; and

WHEREAS, in an attempt to more Specifically delineate the Town of Munster’s
preference with regard to the location of the rail line, platform, ticket kiosklstation, and
parking lot, the Town of Munster adopts this Resolution 2010 to amendisupplement
Resolution 2008; and

WHEREAS, it is the desireipreferenoe of the Town Council of the Town of
Munster that this project be completed in a way to: (1) minimize any negative impact on
the surrounding neighborhoods and proposed residential development; (2) enhance
development opportunities; (3) increase the tax base, and (4) promote needed
infrastructure upgrades; and
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WHEREAS, locating the following facilities in the following locations will best 
advance the above goals: (1) Rail Line: east of existing CSX tracks; (2) Platform: east of 
CSX tracks; and (3) Parking lot and ticket kiosk/station: west of CSX tracks, north of 
main street, and south of West Lakes subdivision; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Munster that it expresses its 
desire/preference for the proposed Munster/Dyer Main Street Station facilities to be 
located as shown on NICTD West Lake Corridor Project Draft Conceptual Design Plans, 
Project l.D. 7801 01, Page 18 (Exhibit "A"). 

RESOLVED that the facilities shall be located: (1) Rail Line: east of existing CSX 
tracks; (2} Platform: east of CSX tracks; and (3) Parking lot and ticket kiosk/station: west 
of CSX tracks, north of main street, and south of West Lakes subdivision. It is 
contemplated that the Main Street underpass will be constructed to accomplish this 
design. 

RESOLVED AND ADOPTED by the Town Council of the Town of Munster, 
Indiana, this 16th day of May, 2016, by a vote of 4- in favor and o opposed. 

~nt 

Page 2of2 

WHEREAS, locating the following facilities in the following locations will best
advance the above goals: (1) Rail Line: east of existing CSX tracks; (2) Platform: east of
CSX tracks; and (3) Parking lot and ticket kioskfstation: west of CSX tracks, north of
main street, and south of West Lakes subdivision; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Munster that it expresses its
desirel’preference for the proposed Munster/Dyer Main Street Station facilities to be
located as shown on NICTD West Lake Corridor Project Draft Conceptual Design Plans,
Project ID. 7801 01, Page 18 (Exhibit “A").

RESOLVED that the facilities shall be located: (1) Rail Line: east of existing CSX
tracks; (2) Platform: east of CSX tracks; and (3) Parking lot and ticket kioskfstation: west
of CSX tracks, north of main street, and south of West Lakes subdivision. It is
contemplated that the Main Street underpass will be constructed to accomplish this
design.

RESOLVED AND ADOPTED by the Town Council of the Town of Munster,
Indiana, this 16'h day of May, 2016, by a vote of in favor and O opposed.

ohn P. Reed, President

AWW
David F. Shafer, Clerk-Treasplér
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SPONSOR: Daniel Spitale

Councilman At Large
Anthony Higgs

RESOLUTION NO. 825 3rd District Councilman

A Resolution Establishing the City of Hammond’s Contingent Support of the “Hammond
Alternative” to the West Lake Corridor Project

(as amended)
WHEREAS, The City of Hammond by the City Council and its Mayor have by prior

resolution committed funds to support the cost of a Draft Environmental Impact Study, prepared
by AECOM Corp (AECOM), for the Northwest Indiana Commuter Transit District (NICTD), for
the Westlake Corridor Project; and

WHEREAS, Since said commitment, NICTD has along with its engineers (AECOM)
explored various portions of the project that would directly benefit the City of Hammond; and

WHEREAS, These benefits include but are not limited to a Gateway Station located in
Hammond that would allow passengers to connect to both the east/west and north/south South
Shore lines, a maintenance facility to be located west of Sheffield Avenue and north of Hoffman
Street, and a South Hammond station at approximately 173rd and Lyman, all which would result
in approximately a $300 million dollar investment in the City of Hammond; and

WHEREAS, this “Hammond Alternative” is the alternative that provides the maximum
benefit to the City of Hammond and should be advanced by NICTD as the Preferred Alternative
in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement when it is published in the Federal Register; and

WHEREAS, this represents a significant investment in the City of Hammond which could
and will impact positively the city and its residents and will also allow the potential for further
RDA investment in the city through Transit Oriented Development (TOD) in the amount of at
least $40 million dollars in and around the proposed Gateway Station and the current Gostlin
Street Station, and other areas along the corridor; and

WHEREAS, NICTD is at a critical time frame in its planning process and are
transitioning from route planning to actual engineering and project development and wishes to
commit $10-15 million dollars to further design the project, and, advance the project through the
Final Environmental Impact Statement and Record of Decision; and

WHEREAS, to continue to develop the project, NICTD is in need of a further
commitment of funds from the City of Hammond, which commitment is specifically contingent
upon the Hammond Alternative being adopted and other contingencies being adopted as listed
herein; and

WHEREAS, the City wishes to allow NICTD to continue exploration of the Hammond
Alternative as it is a significant potential investment in the City, but that the City will only further
commit funds requested contingent upon the NICTD Board of Trustees committing to the
following:

’i) The Hammond Alternative (Gateway Station, Maintenance Facility and South Hammond
Station) is approved and is adopted by the NICTD Board of Trustees as part of the West
Lake Corridor Project;



2) That the NICTD Board of Trustees commits to design the South Hammond Station in
such a manner that parking lot traffic will use 173rd Street and will not negatively impact
the neighborhood between Lyman and Hohman Avenues with any vehicular traffic;

3) That the NICTD Board of Trustees agrees that the current bike trails and rights of way
along the proposed route are not disturbed or impacted, or, if they are impacted, they
are restored at or near the current location and at or above their current condition
including any and all bicycle/pedestrian bridges; and

4) The NICTD Board agrees that The Hammond Alternative will not be designed or
constructed to standards that would accommodate freight train traffic;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That if the above contingencies are met, and
the Hammond Alternative is included as the Preferred Alternative in the. final Environmental
Impact Study and approved and adopted by the NICTD Board of Trustees, The City of
Hammond by and through the Hammond City Council and its Mayor, commits for the duration of
the West Lake Extension Corridor Project (not to exceed thirty (30) years) a financial
commitment equivalent to 33 1/3% of its proportional distribution of Lake County CEDlT
revenue (not to exceed $900,000 per year).

RESOLVED this m day of August, 2016.

fig} A1144;
1/J net Venecz ,President

H mond Common Council

ATTEST: Wéé
ROBERT J. GOL’EC, City Clerk

A Resolution Establishing the City of Hammond’s Contingent Support of the “Hammond
Alternative” to the West Lake Corridor Project

PRESENTED BY ME, the undersigned ity Clerk of the City of Hammond to the Mayor
said City for approval on the [Z day of

ROB . GOLElC, City Clerk

The foregoing Resolution No. K23 nsisting of two (2) typewritten pages,
including this page, approved by the Ma r the lft‘ day of

.2016.

THOMAS M. MCDERMOTT, JR. , Mayor
City of Hammond, Indiana

PASSED by the Common Council on thefl day of (L? Mai ,2016

ROBERT J. GdLEC, City Clerk
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